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s the year 2022 came to an end the fact check-
ing website altnews.in summed up the trends
of spreading misinformation experienced dur-
ing the year. It was very disheartening that
spread of misinformation was more aggressive
and consistent. But, more worrisome was the
fact that some mainstream media outlets

played an active part in this game. As altnews put it, main-
stream media outlets were in the forefront of spreading mis-
information. The website sees this, partly, as a result of com-
petition with social media platforms.   

This brings us to the question of intent. It is true that
mainstream media outlets are vying with social media in the
game of who first gives the news and in that game fact was
often becoming the casualty giving scope for the spread of
misinformation. But is it that simple? There was no deliber-
ate intent behind this? 

Media has the duty to check the veracity of a news
before it is put on public domain. Even if there was no intent
behind spread of false news the media outlet that put it out
has to take the responsibility for failing in the duty. But, if
the driving force was deliberate intent? Can we still call it
spreading misinformation? Is it not spreading disinforma-
tion? 

The year ender of altnews, though, did not give a
breakup on these lines the report clearly indicates deliberate
intent in certain instances. That some mainstream media
outlets have an agenda of propagating rightwing ideology is
already a well established fact. Hence, it is not surprising
that rightwing content was the highest spread misinforma-
tion and its supporters were more the most active in ped-
dling this. 

If political parties spread misinformation to get traction
to their agenda they are committing a wrong of deliberately
misleading public for selfish gains. If media outlets are
doing the same thing they are not only committing the same

crime but also failing in their sacred duty of protecting
the public interest.  But, in both cases it is disinfor-
mation that is being spread.   
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The Road Ahead
for Journalism!

n the recent past we have wit-
nessed many a changes in the field
of journalism that have resulted in
a tremendous impact on the pro-
fession in particular and public in
general across the globe.
Independent and investigative
journalism has been hit hard. Press
freedom is under severe attack not
only under authoritarian, theocrat-
ic and majoritarian regimes but
also under democracies; even
renowned liberal democracies like
the united States.

In our own country Corona
pandemic changed the scene alto-
gether, with around 750 deaths of
the work force personnel connect-
ed with journalism. Tens of thou-
sands of those working in this
field lost jobs, faced wage cuts
and went on forced holidays.
What more, journalists lost the
cover of statutory provisions
under Working Journalists  and the
Wage Board Act as they were 
abolished. 

In the face of this highly diffi-
cult situation and challenges on
the front of security of journalists,
three national organisations of
journalists met with the union
Labour Minister and had dis-
cussed the issues at length. He
assured the delegation that the
government would consider the
matter sympathetically.

However, these issues become
more meaningful only in a partic-
ular situation and the said situa-
tion is nothing but the rise of
necessity to preserve the funda-
mental right to dissent, differ, and
also the right to disseminate the
information; especially the infor-
mation on misdeeds of the powers
that be and the information critical
of their policies and actions, as the
same is the lifeline of a dancing
democracy. 

But such necessity is arising in
many societies. Press freedom is
at stake even in western countries
that are considered to be the cradle
of democracy where gathering and
disseminating information, facts
and knowledge through the press
is considered sacred irrespective
of the thought process of the
rulers. Now we are passing
through the times where 
governing authorities of various
hues are increasingly intolerant to
critical evaluation and investiga-
tive journalism. 

With the emergence of right
wing leadership that is harping
more and more on narrow policies
rather than open policies that lead
to invariable discrimination the
profession has been coming under
physical, social, economic and
psychological pressure. These
regimes, claiming themselves to

I
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be defenders of the rights of
aggrieved majority make the idea of
nationalism synonymous with
majority community and any jour-
nalism that questions the rationale
behind it is coerced.  

Corporate already owns a major
share of Indian media. The trend of
hostile takeover of media houses by
the corporate has just emerged.

Forcible closure of media houses
that refuse to dance to the tune of the
powers that be has also been wit-
nessed. Doling out favours to oblig-
ing media is practiced openly. As
such use of the 'carrot and stick' 
tactics has become a rule rather than
an exception. 

Support to noncritical media
which toe the line of the govern-
ments or act as mouth piece or as

propaganda tool of the powers that
be takes different shapes from pref-
erential advertisements to tax bene-
fits, subsidies and other kinds of
financial benefits. On the other hand,
penalties are slapped on independent
media; law suits are filed against
journalists.

Score on press freedom index has
been on downward trend in several

countries and 63% of those countries
are witnessing violence against and
harassment of particularly anti 
establishment journalists. During
Trump regime journalists got a feel-
ing that the regime would not come
to their defense in case their basic
freedom rights are breached.
However, the real concern is that this
situation may lead to destruction of
democracy which is really 

frightening.
One silver lining is that the num-

ber of people ready to pay for valu-
able news and information/ analysis
is on the increase. Journalists are
also finding new ways and means to
launch new models for disseminat-
ing quality news and analysis. It is a
time tested fact that media even if
subdued due to various coercive

measures will metamorphose again
from a dormant state to an active
state once an opportunity dawns,
howsoever minuscule it may be.

Still the need of the hour is to
withstand the onslaught by con-
ducting rigorous research on the
false and fake claims of authorities
and use the same to counter the
fake propaganda against journal-
ism. Assistance need to be provided
to independent journalists who are
targeted by the ones who get co-
opted by the political power of the
regime. Harsh curbs in order to
silence the independent voices in
the name of regulations need to be
opposed and the use of law suits
against journalists should be coun-
tered. Freedom of expression
should not be allowed to be curbed
in the name of arresting disinfor-
mation. During current discourag-
ing phase social media has come
out as a game changer as an effec-
tive tool for spreading news. yes,
there is fake news, planted news,

and heaps of misinformation and
disinformation on social media plat-
forms. Tech companies need to take
care of this menace. But, individual
journalists also should take every
precaution before they use any infor-
mation available on social media,
because IT cells of political parties
are unscrupulous and post anything
and everything even for paltry polit-
ical gains.    
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As 2022 came to an end fact checking website Altnews 

published a roundup on various aspects of the spread of misinformation
in the country during 2022. Here we are reproducing the part of the

report concerning media. 

2022
How Media Amplified

Misinfo This Year
ollowers of Altnews would be
aware that in 2022, media outlets
acted as source of misinformation
on innumerable occasions. The
chart below provides figures on
which media outlet shared misin-
formation how many times, as doc-
umented by Altnews in its fact-
check reports.

We documented 45 instances of
Times group outlets (Times Now,
Times Now Navbharat, The Times
of India, Economic Times,
Navbharat Times, Mirror Now)
sharing misinformation in 2022,
followed by the Zee Media group
at 32. The India Today group,
which comprises the popular Hindi
news channel Aaj Tak, faltered on
23 instances. It is worth noting that
both India Today and Dainik Jagran
are certified by the International
Fact Checking Network (IFCN)
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and have dedicated fact-checking
teams.

In addition, Right-Wing propa-
ganda website OpIndia was seen
sharing misinformation on 18 counts
this year.

In May, media outlets, including
NDTV, ABP News and Punjab
Kesari covered the arrest of Delhi
minister Satyendar Jain by the
Enforcement Directorate. They car-
ried a picture of Jain allegedly bleed-
ing from his mouth, when, in fact, it
was the reflection of a tree on the car
window.

In 2022, Altnews fact-checked
several false claims by media outlets
regarding pro-Pakistan sloganeering
in public gatherings. For example,
claims of purported slogans of
'Pakistan Zindabad' being raised at
the PFI protest were made by a num-
ber of prominent media outlets
including ANI, NDTV, The Hindu,
and The Times of India. In our in-
depth investigation, we found these

claims to be completely false. There
were also other instances as well, in
which media organisations promoted
false claims of pro-Pakistan sloga-
neering as factual.

We also observed a new avatar of
misinformation in the form of script-
ed videos. In such videos, content
creators would post clips on various
social issues with blink-and-you-
miss-it disclaimers. This leads a lot
of people to believe and share them
as real. on several occasions, even
media outlets took such dramatic
videos as real incidents this year.
Among them were outlets like Times
Now and Dainik Jagran who ampli-
fied a scripted video of a drunken
groom garlanding his sister-in-law as
a real incident. Similarly, another
dramatized video of a groom refus-
ing to marry due to non-payment of
dowry was also aired by some media
organisations like Indian Express,
NDTV, and DNA India.

In April, right-wing propaganda

channel Sudarshan News claimed in
a segment that only Muslims were
given jobs in the government-owned
company Pawan Hans Limited.
However, in our investigation, 
Altnews found this was nothing but
propaganda based on incomplete
information.

As 2022 comes to an end, misin-
formation and false claims setting up
political narratives remains a worry-
ing trend. This year, we observed
how mainstream media faltered in
the face of this explosion of misin-
formation, and at times, proved com-
plicit in it. Equally concerning was
the misuse of social media platforms
by influencers and prominent users
associated with political parties.

Note: The figures mentioned in
this article are based on fact-check
reports published by Altnews in
2022, in which we documented cases
of misinformation being shared by
the media and prominent individuals
and organisations.
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The writer is 
a senior journalist 

based at Hyderabad 

Shaukat H.
Mohammed

f the year 2022 proved to
be one where the main-
stream media (MSM),
especially the TV news
channels, grappled in the
sewers of moral depravity
to outdo
each other in

peddling outright lies,
tearing asunder the social
stability and generally
giving the government a
free pass despite its faults

staring us in the face, 2023 promises to
be no better. The MSM is now firmly set
on hurling itself  off the precipice
because of elections to nine state assem-
blies this year, to be followed by the Big
One - the general election in April-May

2024. 
That the tableau for

next year and beyond will
be worse has been set in the
past few years, and it will
only gather steam as the
elections draw close. The

Protest by Haldwani residents

Media

Matters

I

Tomorrow
will be worse
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MSM which gave up debating topics
of national interest like the state of
the economy, unemployment which
has reached crisis proportions and
increasingly fragile social stability in
the country. Instead, the debates
focus on communal strife. Through
such debates, which have descended
into an almost obsessive-compulsive
disorder, a vast segment of the TV
news media has become an accesso-
ry before the fact of the govern-
ment's politics of division and "oth-
ering".

December was no different from
the past which the TV news media
did not use to turn the screws on the
Hindu-Muslim issue. We saw how
the channels played up an individual
case of murder by a man of his wife
was amplified to show the entire
community as a group of men hell-
bent on forcing their inter-religious
spouses into their own religion. 

The month of January gave fresh
ammunition to the media to keep the
fetid pot of communal tension boil-
ing. This related to the case of the
ordering of the eviction by the
uttarakhand High Court of a plot of
land in the town of Haldwani. The
court ruled that about 29 acres of
land belonged to the Indian
Railways and the people who were
living on that plot of land were in
fact squatters. They needed to be
evicted. 

Media reports said that over
50,000 people were living on that
land. Residents told media news
channels that some of their families
had been living there for decades,
and proceeded to show what they
claimed were water and power,
ration cards and such other govern-
ment IDs that they had been paying
to the Haldwani municipality. 

As per their habit, the channels
got a Hindu-Muslim angle to this

story. The matchstick for this flame
was provided by several hot-headed
and self-styled leaders of the Muslim
community, but what got the media
all excited were the comments made
by the BJP's mole, Asaduddin
Owaisi, who jumped into the rumpus
by claiming that the uttarakhand
government was targeting the
Banphoolpura land in Haldwani
because 90% of the residents were
Muslim. That spark set off heated
"debates" on how the self-styled
Muslim leadership had turned a legal
dispute over a plot of land into a
"Hindu-Muslim" issue when the
decision had been handed down by

the uttarakhand High Court and not
the state government. 

The channels are able to get
away with this communal program-
ming because, as Professor
Apoorvanand writes in The Wire on
4 January, "The media is no longer
the carrier of information.
Information has been replaced with
anti-Muslim hatred. The media is
proactively fabricating an anti-
Muslim Hindu. This Hindu is essen-
tially opposed to Dalits and the poor

and against any mass movement."
According to Apoorvanand,

"Muslims are friendless in India -
barring the intellectuals. Not only
the BJP, the entire state apparatus is
against Muslims. They are being
denied rights in Kashmir, being
pushed into the corner in Assam and
are being persecuted by the nexus of
law enforcement agencies and goons
across the country."

As usual, the Mukesh Ambani-
owned Hindi news channel with its
unashamedly bigoted anchors, Aman
Chopra and Amish Devgan, led the
charge on the Haldwani protesters,
using the event as a jumping off
point to paint the community as wan-
ton "zameen (land) jihadis".

In the event, the Supreme Court,
which was approached by the
Banphoolpura residents for relief,
ordered a stay on the demolition. In
a ruling on 5 January, a division
bench comprising Justice S K Kaul
and A S Oka, said,"There cannot be
uprooting of 50,000 people
overnight. There has to be segrega-
tion of people who have no right on
the land and the need to rehabilita-
tion while recognizing the need of
railways", according to a report in
the Indian Express. Describing the
case as a "human issue", the SC
bench said that a workable solution
needed to be found. Further hearing
of the case is scheduled for 7
February. 

One can be quite certain that the
ruling party and its satellites will be
providing divisive "talking points" to
the media to keep the public from
focusing its attention on issues that
are more important to them like the
rising inflation and unemployment,
as they have been doing for the past
few years. The issues will get more
rancid as elections come closer.
Tomorrow will be worse, I fear. 

Shraddha Walker
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The Profound Ramifications
of One Amendment

The so-called data protection Bill in the name of protecting privacy is 
destined to destroy the right to information

he deadline for comments on the
Digital Personal Data Protection
(PDP) Bill, 2022, has been extended
till January 2, 2023. The Bill of 2022
incorporates hefty penalties for non-
compliance, but which are capped
without any link to the turnover of
the entity in question.

A major concern is the provision
in the Bill which seeks to deny pro-
viding any personal information on
administration officials under
Section 8(1)(j) of the Right to
Information Act, citing the protec-
tion of "individual privacy". This
poses a serious problem with the
right of privacy vis-à-vis the right to
freedom of speech.

This fourth iteration of the law on
data protection misses out on the rec-
ommendation of the Justice
Srikrishna Committee, which was
set up in 2017, after the Supreme
Court's Puttaswamy judgment. It
ignores the concerns raised by stake-
holders about its previous versions.
The Joint Parliamentary Committee
had suggested more than 80 amend-
ments to the draft PDP Bill of 2019,
which was withdrawn in August
2022, citing "extensive changes".
Institutional independence

under the draft law, all the major

actors - data principal, data fiduciar-
ies, and the Data Protection
Authority of India (DPAI) - will
exercise excessive control. The
DPAI will have great independent
authority in a regulative area. The
selection committee consisting of the
Chief Justice of India or her nomi-
nee, the Cabinet Secretary, and one
person with expertise and repute in
the data technology field will have
tremendous power. The unfettered
power of the executive over the
DPAI only serves to defeat the
autonomy of the institution. It is
imperative that there be a certain
degree of separation between the
executive and the regulatory body.
Since the DPAI will be entrusted
with monitoring and enforcing legal
affairs and policy setting, research
and awareness, inquiries, grievance
handling, and adjudication, this
overseeing power is expected to
guard fundamental rights. If there is
such excessive power, due to the
direct intervention and control of the
executive ensuring accountability
and transparency becomes a big
challenge.

This is no casual amendment to
the Bill; it has profound ramifica-
tions. It will affect the right to 

Prof. Madabhushi
Sridhar 

Dean, School of Law,
Mahindra University. 

Former Central Information
Commissioner

T
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freedom of speech and expression
guaranteed under Article 19(1)(a) of
the Constitution and play havoc with
the tenuous balance between free-
dom of speech and the exceptional
restrictions delineated in Article
19(2). In fact, the first amendment to
this effect in the Constitution in 1951
had almost diluted the freedom of
speech. unfortunately, the so-called
data protection Bill in the name of
protecting privacy is destined to
destroy the right to information.

The intended amendment would
considerably dilute the institutional
independence of the DPAI while
removing Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI
Act, 2005. The Bill says: "(2) Clause
(j) of sub-section (1) of section 8 of
the Right to Information Act, 2005
shall be amended in the following
manner: (a) The words 'the disclo-
sure of which has no relationship to
any public activity or interest, or
which would cause unwarranted
invasion of the privacy of the indi-
vidual unless the Central Public
Information Officer or the State
Public Information Officer or the
appellate authority, as the case may
be, is satisfied that the larger public
interest justifies the disclosure of
such information' shall be omit-
ted;..."

In addition, the Bill justifies the
exemption from the RTI in the inter-
est of the "sovereignty and integrity
of India, security of the state, friend-
ly relations with foreign states,
maintenance of public order or pre-
venting incitement to any cognizable
offence relating to the preceding
sub-clauses". This Bill enhances the
penalty provisions for entities which
fail to protect individuals from data
breaches. In the name of protecting
individuals, the government threat-
ens to impose a fine of up to `250
crore. This will prove a deterrent for

filing any genuine complaints. If the
exception is allowed in the RTI Act,
the amendment proposes to remove
the exception.

The ratio of Madras Bar
Association v union of India has
been ignored in the new draft Bill.
The provision of the selection com-
mittee in the National Tax Tribunal
Act (NTTA) was struck down by the
Supreme Court as it comprised more
executive members than judicial
members. It was held unconstitution-
al because it contravened the institu-
tional independence of the tribunal.
The NTTA empowered the executive
to decide transfers, the location,
jurisdiction, and constitution of
benches. It amounted to excessive
executive interference. This princi-
ple would not, prima facie, extend to
those tribunals which review the
actions of independent regulators
such as the Securities and Exchange
Board of India, the Competition

Commission of India, or the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India.
under the DPDP Bill, the selection
committee will have a direct link
with the executive, but will have no
independent authority.

In addition, the DPAI also per-
forms adjudicatory functions. The
appellate adjudicatory officers are to
be appointed by the board members
of the DPAI who are solely appoint-
ed by the executive members. Such
appointments could undermine the
independence of the authority. The
RTI Amendment Act, 2019, which
brought about similar changes, has
seriously damaged the law.
Similarly, executive officers will
decide the salary, and jurisdiction
upon the central government which
undermines the independence of the
judges. They can be easily struck
down.

—This article first appeared in 

The Hindu
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Can Mainstream Media Afford
to Ignore Major Events?

very journalist worth his
salt will know that his or
her personal likes or dis-
likes will not matter
while reporting an
event, or a news story. A
true journalist is the one
who should be like a cat-

alyst while reporting the ground realities. 
Ever since BJP government led by

Narendra Modi came to power in 2014, all
the institutions in the country have col-
lapsed and became willing tools in the
hands of the ruling dispensation and the
mainstream media is no exception. For the
last eight years, the socalled good prac-
tices of journalism were put to rest and the
mainstream media in the country became
a lap dog of the BJP and its ideological
front organisations like the RSS, VHP and
Bajrangi Dal. The mainstream media is

not bothered about the situation at the
ground level. It is happy to get the selec-
tive fodder by the powers that be and 24x7
it tries to feed the people the same fodder
it gets.

For the past eight years, the 
mainstream media has intentionally
spread lies and shielded the government
on many major developments, be it 
economic situation, major scams like the
Rafael deal, demonetization (despite the
fact that the honourble five judge constitu-
tional bench of the Supreme Court gave a
clean chit to the government on the matter
with 4:1 verdict), mishandling of the
Corona situation and miserable failure of
the government in several sectors includ-
ing safeguarding our borders. Day in and
day out the national TV channels and their
poor print cousins, are busy propagating
lies and fake achievements of the 

VJM Divakar 

The writer is a
senior journalist

based at Hyderabad 
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union government.
Let us recall the situation before

2014. India Against Corruption was
a popular movement began in 2011
and was led by self proclaimed
gandhian Anna Hazare and support-
ed by other prominent people like
Arvind Kejriwal, socalled yoga
guru Baba Ramdev, high profile
retired IPS officer Kiran Bedi and
others. Equipped with the reports
made available by the then CAg
Vinod Rai, whose veracity later
turned out to be highly questionable
they launched large protests and
demonstrations accusing the then
uPA government of perpetrating
scams worth thousands of crores of
rupees. The IAC organised several
mass protests at Jantar Mantar in
New Delhi and it was given a mas-
sive coverage by the mainstream
media 24x7. The impact of the IAC
was so much that it created a strong
perception among people in the
country that the uPA government
was the most corrupt and the sooner
it was kicked of the power, the better.
Then no one knew the fact that IAC
was the brainchild of the Sangh and
other right wing groups. And major-
ity of the people walked into the trap
albeit unintentionally. 

But the matter is not about the
IAC. It is about the wide coverage
the mainstream media provided
across the country and how it brain
washed the common man into
believing that uPA government was
corrupt and its governance was the
worst thing to happen after the
Independence of the country.

Now with every institution
becoming subservient to the BJP
government, with not many leaders
from opposition parties willing to
take on the regime, Rahul gandhi,
did which no other political leader
ever ventured. He started Bharat

Jodo yatra to cover the proverbial
Kanyakumari to Kashmir on foot; a
journey of 3,500 kms. Last year on
September 7 Rahul gandhi kicked
off Bharat Jodo yatra from
Kanyakumari. The yatra has so far
covered more than 110 days and
over 3,000 km of march. Starting
from the southern states, the yatra
moved to Rajasthan and Delhi
before the winter break. So far, it has
covered parts of Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Maharashtra, and
Haryana. It will culminate in Jammu
and Kashmir. After a nine-day winter
break Rahul gandhi has resumed
'Bharat Jodo yatra' from uttar
Pradesh on Jan 2. 

Such a grand and very important
event should have become a topic of
key interest for media and it natural-
ly deserved a major coverage on the
mainstream media. To this point,
what I have given is the context to
Bharat Jodo yatra. One may not
agree with it. Fine. But an important
leader from the main opposition
party is on the roads saying things
about the present situation prevailing
in the country and alternatives avail-

able. One may not agree with what
he has been saying either. But the
larger public, who form the body of
democracy, also should have the
same opportunity to decide whether
to agree or disagree. They will be
afforded that opportunity only when
they are allowed to hear and see
what Rahul gandhi has been saying
and doing in his yatra; and how peo-
ple have been responding to his out-
reach through his walkathon. But,
the entire mainstream media is
ignoring such a massive people's
movement. How will the people
know?  

Media derives its strength from
two sources: fundamental rights
enshrined in the Constitution of
India and the people of the country,
the sovereign authority according to
the same Constitution. Though the
Constitution did not guarantee free-
dom of media in explicit terms it is
inherently available in the Freedom
of Expression guaranteed to the peo-
ple of India. The Supreme Court
clarified thus. going by this position
the media is duty bound to safeguard
the fundamental freedoms of the
people guaranteed in the
Constitution as the survival of the
former is directly dependent on that.
Media's basic role is to inform peo-
ple and be informed from the people.
As we could see from the scant cov-
erage the Jodo yatra so far got, in
both these cases, the mainstream
media failed. 

For all those who still feel that
the country should remain a vibrant
democracy what all happening
across the country is important and
they also want to know public
response to those happenings. Bharat
Jodo yatra is one such happenings
and indeed a very big one at it. But,
the people who want to know  have
no option but to scramble through

JanUary 2023 13



the sources that are available on the social
media as the mainstream media is blissfully
turned Nelsons' eye to the yatra. 

The case is no different with regards to
every major development in the country.
Nothing is shown or published in the main-
stream media, except the officially blessed
position they get from their behind the cur-
tains bosses. Nothing matters to them.
Whether it is China occupying our land, or
the two most important corporates in the
country get some more apples in their carts
or the vertical communal division being
widened further by open hate, or the bad
economic policies playing havoc with the
lives of crores of people by way of job and
livelihood losses. Nothing matters to the
mainstream media, except the propaganda 

Whatever little the mainstream media
focussed on Bharat Jodo yatra is about
Rahul gandhi's image and whether he will
be able to cast off his Pappu image (this
image is given by the media itself) and
whether the Congress will be able to trans-
late the support the yatra received into votes
in the next polls.

There are many interesting aspects to the
yatra and it has many developments that
should attract every journalist. Prominent
personalities like yogendra yadav, Prashant
Bhushan, Amol Palekar, Kamal Haasan,
Raghuram Rajan and a host of others who
opposed the Congress in the past have joined
the yatra. Is it not duty of media to explore
this development? More than anything else,
interactions with the common people who
voluntarily joined the yatra would have been
a series of interesting stories for media. But
the mainstream media largely ignored these
things. If this is the way media chose to
inform people what will happen. Or what
will be the consequence? The consequence
for the political scenario will be minimal. In
this IT age people have a way of knowing
things and sooner or later they will under-
stand what is right and what is wrong. But
the consequence for media will be cata-
strophic. Because, a media sans credibility is
as good as a mannequin. It is lifeless. It will
not last long.  
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T
he Indian Journalists union (IJu) has expressed deep sor-
row at the passing away of senior journalist and trade
union leader Devendra Chintan and conveyed condo-

lences to the bereaved family.
A tireless journalist who kept writing till the last breath,

Devendra Chintan, 86, died in Delhi on January 9  after a brief
illness. He is survived by wife and a son and a daughter. His son
is also a senior journalist. 

In a statement K. Sreenivas Reddy, President, Balwinder
Singh Jammu, Secretary general of IJu paid rich tributes to the
veteran trade unionist. Com. Chintan was one of the editorial
board members of Scribes News magazine. 

Devendra Chintan was born in Jammu in a family with RSS
background. He not only studied RSS literature but also left ide-
ology and decided to be a leftist after meeting Comrade
Dhanwantri who was a close associate of revolutionary freedom
fighter Bhagat Singh during his Jammu university days. He
became active in student politics and from that period always
stood for secularism and social upliftment of deprived classes.

After completing MA in Jammu university Com. Chintan
decided to be an activist journalist with ethical values in jour-
nalism. He started his career with the Caravan in 1962 and in the
long innings he worked with several newspapers including
Indian Express,  Mainstream, Link, Patriot and the Tribune of
Chandigarh. His last appointment was as editor foreign affairs,
in the Business and Political Observer.

A former member of Press Council of India and an active
member of Indian Journalists union Com. Chintan prepared the
over 500 page charter of demands of journalists on behalf of IJu
for Justice Manisana Singh Wage Board.

Com. Chintan was a fighter for the rights of working class.
He also headed textile workers and Safai Karamchri unions in
Delhi and led a number of successful strikes. 

A Tireless Journalist
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China Reports First Journo-Deaths
Due to Covid Complication

t least two senior journalists have died of
Covid-19 complications in China recent-
ly, stated a media report by Reuters with
the dateline of Beijing/Shanghai on 16
December 2022. Both the Chinese media
personnel lost the corona battles in
Beijing along with many who died after
the Communist regime abandoned its
strict corona policy on lockdowns.

"yang Lianghua, 74, a former
People's Daily reporter, died on
Thursday, while Zhou Zhichun, 77, a for-
mer China youth Daily editor, died a
week earlier," reported the news agency
quoting victim's family sources.
However, the country's national health
authority has not revealed any deaths of
journalists due to Covid-19 aggravated
ailments since the domestic epidemic
control policies were abandoned on 7
December due to unprecedented public
protests against President Xi Jinping.

Concerns are expressed as Lunar
New year holidays are starting on 22
January when rural areas would be inun-
dated by travellers; otherwise those vil-
lages and towns were not exposed to the
virus in the last three years.

until March 2022, at least 1994
media workers or former journalists died
with Covid-19 in 95 countries around the
world, stated geneva-based global safety
and rights body Press Emblem Campaign
(PEC), but it could not succeed in putting
relevant data from China. PEC chief
Blaise Lempen admitted that it was diffi-
cult to collect information about journal-
ists' demise due to corona infections, as
those were not properly reported by the

media. PEC started the corona-ticker in
March 2020 to pay tribute to the media
corona-victims.

PEC recorded 30 most affected coun-
tries as Brazil (314 media corona-casual-
ties), India (284), Peru (199), Mexico
(129), Colombia (80), uSA (70),
Bangladesh (69), Italy (61), Venezuela
(60), Ecuador (52), Argentina (50),
Indonesia (43), Russia (42), Iran (35),
united Kingdom (33), Dominican
Republic (31), Turkey (30), Pakistan
(27), Egypt, Nepal (23 each), Bolivia
(21), Honduras (20), South Africa, Spain,
ukraine (19 each), Panama (17), Poland
(14), France, guatemala and Nigeria (11
each).

Those are followed by Afghanistan,
Nicaragua, Zimbabwe (10 each),
Algeria, Cuba, Paraguay (9 each),
Philippines (8), uruguay (7),
Kazakhstan, Kenya, Romania (5 each),
Morocco, Cameroon, Iraq (4 each),
Albania, Azerbaijan, Costa Rica,
Portugal, Salvador, Sweden (3 each),
Austria, Belarus, Belgium, Benin,
Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, germany,
ghana, greece, guyana, Sri Lanka,
Switzerland and uganda (2 each)

Single journo-victim was reported
from Angola, Barbados, Bosnia, Czech
Republic, Democratic Republic of
Congo, Israel, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan,
Kirghizstan, Kosovo, Latvia, Lebanon,
Lithuania, Malaysia, Malawi, Mali,
Moldova, Mozambique, Myanmar, New
Zealand, Norway, Palestine, Saudi
Arabia, South Korea, Thailand, Togo,
Tajikistan, Tunisia, uAE and yemen.

A

Nava Thakuria
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Warnings that Independent News
Media are Teetering on a Precipice

hen a billionaire
i n d u s t r i a l i s t
close to Indian
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
closed in on
acquiring New
Delhi Television,

or NDTV, last week, longtime network
anchor Ravish Kumar, decided he had
had enough.

The award-winning 47-year-old jour-
nalist, who made his reputation on serv-
ing as an independent news voice, quit
his nearly three-decade association with
NDTV and released a blistering video to
explain his decision. "Today's evening is
an evening where the bird is struggling
to find her nest," said Kumar in an emo-
tional message to his 2.3 million

youTube subscribers. "Because some-
one else has taken it away."

"India never had a golden period of
journalism," Kumar continued in his
message, which quickly accumulated
some 6.7 million views. "But it also did-
n't have a devastating period like there is
today. Every good thing about this pro-
fession is being destroyed." Some Indian
observers say that the impending hostile
takeover by gautam Adani, the third
richest man in the world, of what in 1998
became India's first 24-hour news chan-
nel could signal the death knell of inde-
pendent voices in India's mainstream
media outlets.

NDTV, they say, has been the only
remaining Indian broadcast network that
continues to question Modi's Hindu
nationalist agenda. The other nearly 20
English or Hindi news channels across
India, they assert, have taken to brazenly
touting the party line.

"Today, I see the race to the bottom
on some TV channels and find myself
completely unable to come to terms with
it," said former NDTV anchor Rajdeep
Sardesai, who called the network, where
he worked until 2005, a "pioneering
institution" in "an era that was not 
driven by ratings ... [when] quality 
mattered."

About eight years ago, not long after
Modi came to power, billionaire indus-
trialist Mukesh Ambani, then the richest
man in India, acquired Network 18 - a
media outlet that was credible at the time
and where Sardesai was the editor in
chief. Soon after the takeover, Sardesai
and other senior editors resigned.

W
Parth M.N 

Gautam Adani
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According to Reporters Without
Borders, India stood at 132 out of
180 countries in its press freedom
index in 2012. A decade later, it has
slipped further to 150. The group's
2022 report specifically mentions
Modi, who became prime minister in
2014. "The violence against journal-
ists, the politically partisan media
and the concentration of media own-
ership all demonstrate that press
freedom is in crisis in 'the world's
largest democracy,'" it read.

The future of NDTV, founded by
Dr. Prannoy Roy and his wife,
Radhika Roy, came into play in
August when Adani covertly
acquired a third-party company that
had the largest stake in the network.

The Roys tried to fight him off,
but apparently in vain. As of last
week, Adani owned a 29% stake and
has an open offer on another 26%.
As a result, the Roys have resigned
as directors.

"It is the end of news on news
channels," said Abhisar Sharma, an
independent journalist who left a
mainstream TV job four years ago
and currently has 1.4 million
youTube channel subscribers.

Adani and Modi both hail from
the western state of gujarat and have
had a lengthy relationship. When
Modi became prime minister in
2014, Adani's net worth was $7 bil-
lion. Today, it is $147 billion, mak-
ing him India's richest man.

In a recent interview with the
Financial Times, Adani addressed
concerns that his taking over NDTV
could end its independence.
"Independence means if the govern-
ment has done something wrong,
you say it's wrong," Adani said. "But
at the same time, you should have
the courage when the government is
doing the right thing every day. you
have to also say that." Modi and his

office have not spoken publicly
about the Kumar resignation or the
impending takeover of NDTV.

geeta Seshu, who worked with
India's first media watchdog the
Hoot, terms statements such as
Adani's "simplistic and dangerous."

"What is right for him may not be
right for others," she said.
"Corporates have other business
interests, and for that they need to
have good relationships with the
government. And Adani is involved
with every major infrastructure proj-
ect in India."Corporate influence has
long held some sway over main-
stream Indian journalism, but the
monopolization of major media by
big corporations is growing at an
alarming pace, Seshu said.

"Independent media is expected
to provide space to plurality, diversi-
ty of opinion and dissent," she said.
"This will be suppressed even fur-
ther, and the marginalized in the

country are going to become more
invisible. Journalists will find it even
more difficult to operate."

Kumar, who uses the term "lap-
dog media" for India's pro-establish-
ment news channels, said the gov-
ernment wants to "impose their idea
of journalism on people."

In his parting message, Kumar
also asserted that an atmosphere of
fear hovers over Indian journalism
today. "Think about the thousands of
youngsters who are studying jour-
nalism but will be reduced to being
brokers," he said. "A scared journal-
ist gives birth to a dead citizen."

Over the past eight years,
observers contend, India's main-
stream broadcast media have been
replete with self-censorship, propa-
gation of misinformation and soft-
ball interviews which serve to ele-
vate Modi's image, while demoniz-
ing his critics as "anti-nationals."

One example they cite is the June

Ravish Kumar



JanUary 202320

2020 military standoff between India and China that led
to the deaths of 20 Indian soldiers. At the time, a leading
TV news channel read out a fake WhatsApp report
claiming that 30 Chinese soldiers had also died in the
standoff. Ahead of the 2019 general elections, Modi gave
a series of interviews to a select few TV journalists.
Their questions included asking him the secret behind
his energy, and whether he keeps a wallet in his pocket.
Four years ago, Modi had appealed to the business com-

munity to invest in India's northern state of uttar Pradesh
- the most populous one. A few days later, a trader was
shot in the state. Sharma, on his show, reported the story
of the trader and pointed out that the prime minister had
asked the business community to invest in the same state.

"I was sent on a 15-day leave because of that," said
Sharma, who had worked for mainstream media outlets
since 1996. "I decided not to come back."

NDTV journalists, meanwhile, have been incessantly
trolled by Modi supporters. In 2017, Kumar wrote an
open letter to the prime minister about abusive messages
and threats he had been receiving, and asked, "Is my life
in danger?"

Sardesai said that journalists these days are often
looking over their shoulder, more so than early in his
career.

Back in 2002, he said, he suffered no repercussions
for reporting hard-hitting stories for NDTV on anti-
Muslim riots that broke out in gujarat when Modi was
the state's chief minister. The riots ended up with more
than 1,000 people being killed - most of them Muslims.

"The government didn't intervene to stop us from
covering the riots," Sardesai recalled. 

"I don't remember being worried about someone in
power getting angry at my stories. Everybody covered
the riots with a genuine desire to tell the stories of the
people who had suffered.

"Today, I don't know how we would deal with a fail-
ure of the state in controlling violence."

This report first appeared in Los Angeles Times

T
he Indian Journalists
union has condemned
the sacking of
Akashdeep Thind, a

journalists working for Zee
Hindi channel from Noida pur-
portedly for sharing a tweet to
the effect that industrialists were
moving out of Punjab to uttar
Pradesh. 

In a statement issued on

December 28 K. Sreenivas
Reddy, President and Balwinder
Singh Jammu, Secretary general
said the dismissal of Akashdeep
is totally unfair and unaccept-
able. It shows the audacity of
media managements who are
increasingly resorting to hire and
fire policy in the wake of annul-
ment of labour laws by the union
government. 

In the absence of satisfactory
explanation from the manage-
ment of the news channel the
reports that were doing rounds
that the sacking of the journalist
was the result of pressure from
the Punjab government gain cre-
dence, the IJu leaders said and
demanded the Zee management
to immediately reinstate
Akashdeep.    

'Sacking of Akashdeep is unfair'

Abhirar Sharma
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Indian Media 
and Entertainment 

Sector, Massive
Market for AWS

hile Indian government has set the
growth target for media and enter-
tainment (M&E) sector of over uSD
100 billion by the year 2030, tech
giant Amazon Web Services (AWS)
is seeing Indian M&E industry as a
major market for investment.

"M&E industry in India is one of
the fastest growing among all. We
are seeing rapid cloud adoption in all
sectors but the adoption in M&E sec-
tor is immense. With cinema, OTT
and media growing like anything,
there is no market like India today
and the demand and headroom for
growth is massive. We have recently
partnered with NDTV. We have just
the runway in India," said Puneet
Chandok, President of Commercial
Business, AWS India and South Asia
at Amazon Internet Services Private
Limited (AISPL).

SonyLIV is the first Over the top
(OTT) service in India born on the
AWS Cloud. SonyLIV launched
Kaun Banega Crorepati (KBC) inter-
active game show to allow viewers
to submit answers to questions on
the show in real time via their mobile
devices.  Similarly, Hotstar which is
India's largest premium streaming
platform that has been downloaded
by more than 80 million users
throughout the world too uses AWS
platform.

AWS provides most purpose-
built capabilities for media and
entertainment of any cloud-targeting
five mission-critical industry solu-
tion areas: Content Production;
Media Supply Chain and Archive;
Broadcast; Direct-to-Consumer and
Streaming; and Data Science and
Analytics. AWS simplifies how 

Neetu Chandra
Sharma

SonyLIV is the first Over the top (OTT) service in India born on

the AWS Cloud. SonyLIV launched Kaun Banega Crorepati (KBC)

interactive game show to allow viewers to submit answers to 

questions on the show in real time via their mobile devices

W



22 JanUary 2023

content creators, rights holders, pro-
ducers, broadcasters, and distribu-
tors use the cloud to build, deploy,
and reinvent workloads across each 
area - making it easy to select the
right tools and partners for their
workloads, accelerate production
launches, and see faster time to mar-
ket. "AWS also enables media and
entertainment businesses to leverage
the right cloud services that can help
them innovate to address the grow-
ing user expectations. A core value
proposition of cloud is that it has
democratised the access to cutting
edge technologies, making it acces-
sible to media companies of all sizes,
including the traditional broadcast-
ers to innovate easily," said
Chandok.

"Today, there are cloud-based
solutions that can be scaled appro-
priately to the size of a business'
operations, allowing businesses to
innovate at low costs. AWS also
helps OTT platforms to develop and
bring solutions to market faster than

before, enabling faster turnaround
time for content and products, at
lower costs. These platforms can
quickly commission and de-commis-
sion experiments and projects at a
greater frequency with access to
AWS's entire portfolio of cloud serv-
ices," he said.

The union Secretary for
Information and Broadcasting
Apurva Chandra at the FICCI
Frames Fast Track 2022 held in
September had said that the media
and entertainment industry to set a
target of growing the industry to
more than $100 billion by the year
2030. The Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting will do whatever it
takes to support the M&E sector and
help it grow, he had said.

According to a joint report by
Boston Consulting group (BCg)
and Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII), the Indian media &
entertainment industry is estimated
to be valued between uSD 2729 bil-
lion in 2022 and is poised to grow to

uSD 5565 billion by 2030.
The report highlights the role of

some media segments, particularly
OTT platforms and said the sector
has witnessed rapid changes fueled
by "accelerated technological
progress and evolving consumer
behaviours".

The digital video and gaming
segment is leading the "boom" with
an over 40 per cent of total media
consumption in 2022 backed by
growth in internet and smartphone
penetration, said the report.

The total growth of the India
Media & Entertainment industry
between 2020 and 2022 is expected
to be around uSD 6 billion and
"2/3rd of the growth" would be "dri-
ven by digital", it added. The report
also said that it will become critical
for companies in the sector to under-
stand the imperatives that will help
them seize these opportunities and
harness their true potential.

— This report first appeared on

Business Today 
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very female broadcast journalist
working today owes a debt of grat-
itude to the O.g., Barbara Walters,
who died at age 93.

I know I do. Like many girls
growing up in the 1960s and '70s, I
wanted to be the next Barbara
Walters. I never would have
become a co-anchor of the "Today"
show if it hadn't been for this trail-
blazer. Because Barbara was the
first, she had to draw the blueprint,
construct the house and constantly
keep the winds of sexism from
knocking it down.

Barbara got into the business
when plenty of newsmen joked
(sort of) about "getting the broads
out of broadcasting." She fought
like hell for everything she got.
After working her way up from
writer to co-anchor of the "Today"
show, she had to wait for the host
Frank Mcgee to ask the first three
questions of a studio guest, lest
there be any question about who
was in charge. When she was
named the first female co-anchor of
an evening newscast, at ABC, she
broke yet another glass ceiling.
That didn't stop the press from call-
ing her "the million dollar baby" for
her lucrative contract, nor did it
keep her fellow ABC News anchor
Harry Reasoner, who reportedly
wasn't thrilled about his colleague's
presence, from looking as if he
were sucking on a lemon when she

E

Barbara Walters Didn't Take

'No' for an Answer

Katie Couric

The writer is a

journalist 

and author  
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spoke.
Support from her broadcasting

brethren was nowhere to be found.
But one day, a telegram arrived that
said, "Don't let the bastards get you
down." It was from John Wayne.

Not only did she have to constant-
ly prove herself to the network brass;
she was mercilessly parodied, espe-
cially on "Saturday Night Live."
From gilda Radner's Baba Wawa to
Cheri Oteri's "This is 20/20," the
comedy bits stung. But they also
proved how much of a towering cul-
tural figure she had become.

Plenty of people who watched her
took issue with her sometimes unc-
tuous style, evidenced by the urban
legend that she asked Katharine
Hepburn, if she were a tree, what
kind of tree she would be. As
Barbara once explained to me, that
exchange had been hopelessly mis-
construed. Ms. Hepburn had

described herself as feeling like a
very strong tree in her old age, to
which Barbara replied, "What kind
of a tree are you?" - a perfectly
appropriate follow-up question. (Ms.
Hepburn went on to say she pre-
ferred to be an oak, not an elm, so
she could avoid Dutch elm disease.)

Barbara did have a knack for ask-
ing disarming questions that some-
times made both her subjects and her
viewers squirm. At the last minute,
she asked Richard Nixon if he was
sorry he didn't burn the Watergate
tapes. (He said he was.) She asked
Barbra Streisand, "Why didn't you
have your nose fixed?" and Monica
Lewinsky if Bill Clinton was a "sen-
suous, passionate man." Barbara was
fearless about going there - that's
what made her interviews so mes-
merizing and ultimately revealing.

Like many high-powered women,
she was polarizing. (god forbid she

made current events entertaining!)
But while Barbara wasn't for every-
one, everyone wanted to talk to
Barbara, in the days when access to
boldface names required more than
logging onto Instagram. Whether it
was traveling to Cuba to tussle with
Fidel Castro (after which he made
her a grilled cheese sandwich), per-
suading President Anwar el-Sadat of
Egypt and Prime Minister
Menachem Begin of Israel to sit
down together to discuss Mideast
peace, tangoing with Al Pacino or
walking arm in arm with a young
actress named Julia Roberts, a con-
versation with Barbara Walters was
an event.

When I was competing with her
for a big get, I knew I had to gird
myself for the battle. I can't count
how many times, much to my cha-
grin, I got word that a sought-after
newsmaker was sitting down for an

Barbara with  Richard Nixon
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exclusive interview with Barbara. I
was crestfallen when Christopher
Reeve, the "Superman" actor who
became quadriplegic after an acci-
dent, and his wife, Dana - whom I
had gotten to know and greatly
admired - decided to take part in a
prime-time special with Barbara on
ABC. But when I watched Barbara
tell their story with such compassion
and sensitivity, I became too moved
and impressed to be disappointed.

On more than one occasion,
Barbara told me that I reminded her
of her younger self. "Neither of us is
particularly glamorous," she said. (I
wasn't quite sure how to take that.)
During my early days at the "Today"
show, she was one of my biggest
cheerleaders. I once did an
impromptu interview with george
H.W. Bush, who unexpectedly
showed up while Barbara Bush was
giving me a live tour of the White
House. The next day I received a
handwritten note that read, "Dear
Katie, you were terrific with Mrs.
Bush (you knew far more than she
did) and nabbing the president was a
real coup. you are so darn good!
Bravo! Barbara." I still have it
framed in my office.

She would later get a kick out of
my dating life. After meeting John
Molner, my now husband, at several
social events before we were mar-
ried, she told him, "Well, it looks
like you're not going anywhere, so I
guess I better get to know you."

Twenty-five years ago, at 68, an
age network executives might have
thought about putting her out to pas-
ture, Barbara again proved her
worth, through sheer grit and inge-
nuity. With "The View," she gave
five women of varying ages a plat-
form to share their thoughts on
everything from politics to pop cul-
ture. Meanwhile, her Barbara

Walters specials spotlighted marquee
names at a time when celebrities
were more elusive than they are
today.

Barbara created her own good for-
tune. I think about the last several
years she spent in her home on the
upper East Side, full of framed pho-
tos and mementos from her extraor-
dinary career. It must have been so
hard not to be in the middle of the
action. When I was putting together
a book of advice from accomplished
people in 2011, Barbara's contribu-
tion was as follows:

"In college, I had a well-known
professor whose advice was: 'Follow
your bliss.' Practical application:

Decide what you really would love
to do … would do even if you didn't
get paid. (But get paid.) get a job in
that industry or business. Start at any
level. get there first in the morning.
Leave last at night. Fetch the coffee.
Follow your bliss … but don't sleep
with your boss. you will succeed."

She could have added, "Don't take
no for an answer." Barbara never
did. And because of her, the genera-
tions of working women in journal-
ism and other fields heard "yes" a lot
more often. Thank you, Barbara. We
couldn't have done it without you.

— This opinion piece first

appeared in the New York Times 

Barbara with Monica Lewinsky
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he is at the centre of a
storm in India, where
violence against jour-
nalists is at an all-
time high, said the
uS National Press
Club earlier this year.

"Thank you for
making me feel less alone and isolat-
ed," said Washington Post columnist
and Indian journalist Rana Ayyub in
her speech after receiving the John
Aubuchon Press Freedom award -
the highest honour conferred by the
uS National Press Club.

The author of gujarat Files:
Anatomy of a Cover up was named
as an awardee in July and the Fourth
Estate Award gala took place recent-
ly in Washington DC. 

Announcing the award earlier,
the club noted that Rana was the first
Indian journalist to receive the
award. "Violence against journalists
in India is at an all-time high. In the
last 5 years some 18 journalists have
been murdered in India, making it
one of the deadliest countries in the
world for journalists, according to
Reporters Without Borders. And this
year the trend of arrests and deten-
tion of journalists in India appears to
be accelerating. At the center of this
storm stands  Rana Ayyub and the
National Press Club stands with her."

Posting a video of her acceptance
speech on Twitter, the journalist
wrote, "This evening I received the
John Aubuchon honour in a room
full of the country's finest. I dedicat-
ed the award to Shirin Abu Akhleh

and to every single journalist fight-
ing an isolating battle. History will
be kind to us."

"The day they called me to
announce that I was the recipient of
the Aubuchon honour this year, I was
in hiding because one of my col-
leagues, a journalist, a friend of mine
who is a co-accused in a case with
me, was behind bars in a case for a
tweet he wrote four years ago.
Ironic, isn't it, that people who pre-
side over genocides are feted by the
world but those who speak truth to
power have been asked to stay low
profile? That's a sign of the times we
live in."

Dedicating the award to
Palestinian-American journalist
Shirin Abu Akleh, who was alleged-
ly shot in the head by Israeli forces
while covering an Israeli raid in
Jenin in the occupied West Bank in
May, Rana said, "She didn't have to
be murdered...in her life and her

death, Shirin exposed the hypocrisy
and dual standards of the world on
human rights. And that's the truth we
all need to accept."

The IDF had in September said
there was a "high possibility" that
Shirin was accidentally shot by its
soldiers but that it did not intend to
prosecute the soldiers involved.
While Al Jazeera, who the journalist
was associated with, has approached
the International Criminal Court, the
uS has opposed the move.

Talking about atrocities against
Muslims in India, and the alleged
complicity of BJP governments,
Rana said, "For this very speech, my
country will tell me I am unpatriotic.
I believe that I love India more than
any other country in the
world...which is why I'm here, risk-
ing everything, because this could
potentially be my last trip out of
India...It's a story not just about the
persecution of Muslim minorities.
It's a story of India, the world's
largest democracy sliding into a state
of fascism." The journalist said there
might be a non-bailable warrant
against her soon over a case against
her. Earlier this year, she was
stopped at the Mumbai airport
before her flight to London to deliv-
er a speech on the intimidation of
journalists. She alleged that sum-
mons by the Enforcement
Directorate "very curiously" reached
her email inbox only after she was
halted at immigration.

— This report first appeared on

newslaundry.com

'History will be kind to us': Rana Ayyub
receives US press freedom award

S
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Former IB and RAW officer AS
Dulat's memoir reveals his abiding

passion for troubled Kashmir
In 'A Life in the Shadows', Dulat comes across as 

a problem-solver and a well-wisher of everyone concerned,
including separatists, militants, and Pakistanis.

t was in 1991 that Amarjit Singh Dulat was first
assigned the job of talking to Kashmiri separatists. As
a plethora of people started arriving to meet him,
some of them insincere, the wily spook developed a
habit of saying directly: "Baat karni hai, toh sachhi
baat karo (If you want to speak, speak the truth.)" The
one impression that you end up after reading his lat-
est book, A Life in the Shadows: A Memoir is that he
is speaking the truth. Or what he knows or believes to
be the truth. It is unlikely to win him any popularity
awards among his tribe of spooks. But the signifi-
cance of Dulat's account goes well beyond that.

Life in the Intelligence Bureau

There are no great secrets spilled out in the book,
although there are enough juicy titbits there to keep
the reader hooked. you would learn that during the
Vajpayee government, Natwar Singh, and Brajesh
Mishra kept a line of communication between the
Congress and the BJP going. The cold relationship
between LK Advani and Mishra, or how Jaswant
Singh often cut a lonely figure in that government. Or
that the previous King of Bhutan would directly ask
for the R&AW chief. As did Bangladesh PM Sheikh
Hasina and the then Sri Lanka President Chandrika
Kumaratunga, who would hold personal meetings
with the R&AW chief. In her meeting with Dulat,
Kumaratunga unrolled a map in front of him and
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without any pre-
amble, asked "Tell me,
where is Prabhakaran?"

The book has numerous anec-
dotes about giani Zail Singh when
he was the President of India and
insisted on taking Dulat as his secu-
rity officer on all his official trips
abroad. Dulat believes that giani got
disillusioned with Indira gandhi
after Operation Blue Star and took
out his anger on Rajiv gandhi. He
had made up his mind to resign as
President in protest after Blue Star,
Dulat reveals, but was convinced by
godman yogi Bhajan against doing

so. Formerly a
customs officer in
India, Bhajan started a flour-
ishing ashram in New Mexico for
curing addiction and was recognised
by the Akal Takht. He was later dis-
graced and accused of emotional,
sexual and physical abuse in the uS.
As PM, Rajiv gandhi banned the
entry of Bhajan into India.

It is 1984, the anti-Sikh violence

that took place after Indira gandhi's
assassination, that deliver the most
moving paragraph of the book. As
head of the IB station in Bhopal,
Dulat was heading from Delhi to the
capital of Madhya Pradesh in the
Tamil Nadu Express. The train was
forcibly stopped in Dholpur by anti-
Sikh rioters who were shouting
"Maaro saalon ko (kill the bastards)"
and swarmed the compartments,
looking for Sikhs. Dulat somehow
escaped unhurt but two Sikhs found
on the train were murdered in cold
blood.

"I got off the train, shaken to my
soul," writes Dulat. "To be honest
with you, I have often thought that
this - the autumn of 1984 - was the
first time that I began truly thinking
of myself in terms of my identity: as
a Sikh. If I was anything first, I
realised, I was a Sikh. until all this
had happened, I never thought of
myself as anything but an Indian.
Now, as I watched Sikhs across the
north of India being murdered ruth-
lessly, I shared their fear and help-
less anger."

This was not his first experience
of communal violence either. As a
young boy in Rawalpindi and Delhi,
he was a witness to the horrific mad-
ness that had gripped religious com-
munities in north India during India's
partition. Even his father's official
residence, an ICS officer, was not
spared after bullets were fired upon
it by the local Muslim SHO whose
family had been murdered in
Pakistan. He witnessed what was to
become a routine event during those
months, a single passenger slitting
the throat of a Tonga driver, who
happened to be a Muslim.

His privileged background was
of tremendous help as an intelli-
gence official. He dealt with offi-
cials, bureaucrats, diplomats and
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politicians, who came from a similar
socio-economic stratum, and this
made it easier for him to be accepted
as one of their own and be trusted.
Dulat's easy-going and amiable per-
sonality was an asset too, although
many would have wondered what
was hidden behind that charm and
good-humoured facade.
Nevertheless, he was a successful
intelligence official, rising to the top
to be the Number 2 in Intelligence
Bureau where he spent most of his
career before taking over as head of
the Research and Analysis Wing.
After his retirement, he was brought
in as advisor on Kashmir affairs in
Vajpayee's PMO from January 2001
to May 2004.

The Kashmir episode

The book is at its most powerful
when talking of Kashmir - it runs
throughout the narrative and is the
abiding passion of his life. He has
understood the Kashmiri psyche and
empathises with them, like no other
government official. He comes
across as not merely a problem-solv-
ing official but as a genuine well-
wisher of all the people concerned,
including separatists, militants, and
Pakistanis.

That association began in 1988,
when he was first posted to Srinagar.
With candour rarely found in books
like these, he blames himself for the
failures of intelligence that couldn't
prevent Kashmir from going up in
flames of separatism in those years.
But he is clear-eyed enough to point
to bigger mistakes made over the
years. He worries that the separatism
and militancy in Kashmir is now
very different. It is now no longer
about joining Pakistan or seeking
Azadi but has acquired a radical
flavour in response to harsh majori-
tarian policies of the current regime.

His attempt to get Shabir Shah to
fight the 1996 assembly elections, as
directed by the government, did not
bear fruit. He reveals that in 2002,
after the National Conference lost
the elections, the Vajpayee PMO
conveyed to the Congress party that
it didn't want Mufti as CM and
Congress should form the state gov-
ernment instead. Sonia gandhi didn't
agree. Abdul ghani Lone makes an
appearance, as does yasin Malik.

But the central character of his
Kashmir story, to no one's surprise,
is Farooq Abdullah who, he con-
tends, has been misunderstood and
therefore given short shrift by New
Delhi. He has seen the senior
Abdullah change after 2019, and
believes that there can be no forward
movement in the Valley without an
active role for him. Because of Ajit
Doval's alleged role in creating the
PDP, he remains sceptical of
Mehbooba Mufti: "We will only
know for sure [which side she is on]
once elections are held again in
Kashmir some day.

Several readers may wonder on
the need for a full chapter on Doval,
and if it was thought to be included
to serve as click-bait and help the

book make newspaper headlines.
But the book is anyway engrossing,
though the Doval chapter does the
readability quotient no harm.
Kashmir remains the biggest theatre
"where Doval's ideas of muscular
power are playing out." As he
(Doval) told Dulat, "There has been
enough talking. Now, we are no
longer going to talk."

Despite this official position,
Dulat repeatedly stresses on engag-
ing all shades of Kashmiris in a
proactive and open conversation. He
is relentless and untiring, reminding
of the greek myth of Sisyphus, con-
demned by the gods for eternity to
repeatedly roll a boulder up a hill
only to have it roll down again once
he gets it to the top. In his essay on
Sisyphus, Albert Camus saw it as a
metaphor for the individual's persist-
ent struggle against the essential
absurdity of life. There can be no
place more replete with the essential
absurdity of life than today's
Kashmir. In making a sensible and
humane case in this theatre of the
absurd lies the significance of Dulat
and his new book.

This review first appeared on the

scroll.in website

A. S. Dulat
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edia and particularly independent media is not

only an important pillar of democracy, but it is

the back-bone of any democratic nation.

Across the world all democratic countries

allowed independent media to flourish fully

without any government control or restric-

tions. Democracies where governments con-

trol the press directly or indirectly are always

known to be namesakes. We are proud of our

democratic foundation but are we allowing

our media to work freely is a big question.

Last year, number of attacks on media and

media persons were seen in Kashmir, where

journalists were arrested, bailed and re-arrest-

ed on same charges. Recently a group of jour-

nalists from the valley's two prominent

English local newspapers received threats

from the militant outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba. The

threat had triggered a series of resignations

from local English daily and at least six jour-

nalists announced their resignation on social

media. After this police conducted search

operations at the houses of seven freelance

journalists whose names figured in the mili-

tant threat list and removed in a subsequent

threat letter issued by the militants. 

The J & K Police had searched the houses

of four journalists in the valley in the past and

they claimed the involvement of these jour-

nalists in the threats and said that they would

be arrested after collecting evidence.  But

police dropped the case later. Remember

Sanna Irshad Mattoo? The photo journalist

was stopped at the Indira gandhi International

Airport on her way to united States to receive

Pulitzer prize in New york. Mattoo said she

was not given any reason for being stopped at

the immigration despite holding a valid uS

visa and ticket. 

This is the second time Mattoo was

stopped at the IgI airport. Last time she was

barred from travelling to France to attend a

book launch and a photoexhibition. Pulitzer

award administrator said Mattoo's absence

due to the Indian government preventing her

travel abroad would be noted and she was the

only journalist prevented from attending this

year award ceremony. Despite her absence,

she will be awarded her share of the $15,000

prize with other journalists, including Danish

Siddiqui who was killed in Afghanistan in

July 2021. 

After facing flak from all sides, the

Himachal Pradesh government withdrew a

controversial order issued by Bilaspur

Superintendent of Police asking journalists,

wishing to cover Prime Minister's scheduled

visit to the state during elections, to provide a

"character certificate". The Bilaspur SP after

withdrawal of the order said "instructions

were inadvertently issued" by his office. "This

lapse is on my part. Police headquarters or the

state government has nothing to do with it. A

corrigendum has been issued. All the journal-

ists are welcome," he said. In Maharashtra

police picked up a journalist for recording the

ink attack on Minister Chandrakant Patil.

After ink was thrown on him in

Chinchwadgaon, videos of the Minister seek-

ing action against the journalist had surfaced

online. "How did the journalist get the exact

angle when the ink was being thrown at me?

Who is that journalist? If by tomorrow, this

journalist is not traced, I will sit on a fast at

Pimpri police station …" Patil was heard say-

ing in a video. The Pimpri-Chinchwad

Patrakar Sangh, a body of journalists, con-

demned the action of the Minister. They said,

"We are going to stage a protest in front of

Chinchwad police station tomorrow. Instead

of demanding action against the police, he is

demanding action against the journalist".

If we want our country to come up in the

Press Freedom Index and not further go down

the last year's 150th position then our govern-

ments should immediately cease all forms of

harassment and intimidation against journal-

ists and do not use these types of tactics to

silence independent and critical voice of jour-

nalists and media. Let us wish this New year

2023 will bring respect for journalist's frater-

nity and India will be respected as a demo-

cratic nation with freedom for media and jour-

nalists.    
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