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hat the independent news website The Wire

did not do enough homework before it

reported that Meta, the technology compa-

ny that owns Facebook, Instagram and

WhatsApp gave Amit Malviya, IT Cell

chief of the party that presently runs the

country, gave special privileges to get

removed any post on Instagram is not important. To err is

human. After all journalists are also humans. Not super-

men. What is important is the treatment the website got

from the police; a police force directly controlled by the

Union Home Ministry. 

Once they realised that something went wrong The

Wire straight away apologised for the reportage and pulled

down the stories. But Delhi Police swung into action, on

the basis of a complaint from Malviya, but not from Meta.

They searched the office of The Wire and homes of editors

and confiscated mobiles, laptops and tabs. What is more

sinister was the refusal of the police to provide the hash

value of the confiscated electronic devices to the owners. 

The reaction of Delhi Police was outrageously dispro-

portionate and could be well construed as a warning to

other media houses that don't fall in line. That is why the

treatment by the police is important for media houses and

media persons who want to pursue independent journal-

ism. It shows why it is important to unite and protest these

authoritarian moves in one voice.  

Except for the charge in the complaint of Malviya,

who is well known for his persistent peddling of misinfor-

mation on social media platforms, that The Wire fabricat-

ed evidence to malign him, indeed there is no role for the

police. If The Wire really fabricated evidence or the whole

thing was a well planned operation to defame the news

website that has been causing lot of inconvenience to the

powers that be will come out sooner or later. In the mean-

time this saga reminds journalists of a lesson: cross

check if your mother tells you that she loves you.     

T

Editor

Suresh Kumar Alapati
scribesnews.editor@gmail.com

IJU website:

It's a Warning! 
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These are
Testing Times

The 10th Plenary of Indian Journalists Union (IJU) was held in
Chennai on 30-31 October 2022. Comrade K. Sreenivas Reddy who

was elected President unanimously along with Balwinder Singh Jammu
as Secretary General prior to the biennial conference chaired the 

twoday session. His presidential speech is given here  

t is a pleasure for me to meet all of you

here in Chennai. We are meeting here

four years after the ninth plenary at

Amritsar, Punjab in October 2018. The

main reason for this delay is covid pan-

demic. During this terrible pandemic

thousands of people perished and we lost

many near and dear, fellow journalists,

comrades, our union leaders like com-

rade K. Amarnath. 

Indian Journalists Union is the largest

professional representative body of

working journalists in the country which

has been running on true democratic lines

and appreciated for that by all those con-

cerned. 150 elected members of the

National Council representing 24,693

primary members of the State unions

I

K. Sreenivas Reddy, President, IJU addressing the Plenary
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from across the country and presi-

dents and general secretaries of those

state unions besides leaders of newly

joined unions from Odisha, Kerala,

gujarat, Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan

and special invitees are attending

this meeting. A few fraternal dele-

gates are also here from some states. 

The 10th Plenary venue is named

after the scholarly veteran national

leader of working journalists and

newspaper employees in the country

and founder President of IJU 

Com. Santosh Kumar.

The meeting hall where

we are assembled is

named after eminent jour-

nalist and unionist Com.

K. Amarnath. I am happy

to tell you that a veteran

journalist and one of the

founder leaders of the

erstwhile IFWJ and the

present IJU Com. LS.

Herdenia is inaugurating

the 10th Plenary. 

I extend my heartiest

welcome to the digni-

taries who are here hon-

ouring our invitation and

all our delegates who

came from far and near. It is a matter

of pride and immense satisfaction

for us that comrades from far-flung

places like Ladakh, Kashmir, north,

north east and other distant places in

India have travelled very long dis-

tances to this beautiful southern met-

ropolitan city to participate in the

plenary. I welcome them whole

heartedly. 

This meeting is the culmination

of a month long efforts by the com-

rades of Tamilnadu Union of

Journalists who are hosting this 10th

Plenary. I personally and also on

behalf of Indian Journalists Union

extend warm greetings and heartfelt

gratitude to the TUJ President Com.

Subhash and their leadership who

sincerely endeavoured to make this a

success.

For all of us..for working jour-

nalists in the country this is a diffi-

cult phase. We are passing through

testing times. We are facing various

challenges professionally and our

job security is in peril. Journalists in

India are also facing security issues

for their professional work. As far as

the wage revisions and welfare

measures are concerned the less we

speak the better. The last

wage board for working

journalists and other

newspaper employees

for wage revision was in

2007 and the recom-

mendations of that wage

board headed by Justice

Majithia are yet to be

implemented by many

establishments and the

state governments have

not been acting respon-

sibly.  

For doing their pro-

fessional duty and

defending media free-

dom and while exercis-

ing their right to freedom of expres-

sion a number of journalists were put

behind bars in various states. In this

sacred duty some others paid with

their lives. In this atmosphere of

growing intolerance journalists are

increasingly facing threats of intimi-

dation and physical harm. Attacks

against journalists have become a

common thing. This situation poses

a very serious danger to democratic

society.

Though journalists have been

hailed as covid warriors by none

other than the Prime Minister and

several chief ministers and gover-

nors, in reality the fraternity received

scant support in terms of covid

relief. On the front of wages, imple-

mentation of revised wages recom-

mended by wage board and duly

notified by the governments remains

a shameful exercise with both man-

agements and the governments arro-

gantly neglecting their responsibili-

ty. In electronic media payment of

wages position at lower and mid

level is very pathetic. It is high time

that the Union government appoint-

ed a Media Commission to go into

the whole scenario of media in the

country.

The government, in its relentless

efforts to help corporates and capi-

talists at the cost of labour force and

working class, has repealed all

labour laws and codified them into

four codes. In the process the jour-

nalist community has lost its special

status with both the acts of working

journalists governing work force of

the fourth estate in the country

becoming void. 

In democracies, media has a

great role to play. It has to be the

watch dog. It has to be the catalyst

by providing context to socio, eco-

nomic and political developments. It

has to be the bridge between govern-

ment and people. But, now the gov-

ernments, which are increasingly

becoming authoritarian, are expect-

ing the media to be a lap dog, not a

watch dog, which is a very bad sign

for democracy. 

All these important aspects con-

cerning the media scenario, profes-

sional issues and welfare of journal-

ists will be taken up for discussion in

the twoday Plenary. I hope the delib-

erations will be quite meaningful

and will find solutions to the prob-

lems faced by the media and journal-

ists. 

Long live democracy

Long live media freedom. 

Long live IJU.  

The 
government, 

in its relentless
efforts to help
corporates and

capitalists at the
cost of labour

force and 
working class,

has repealed all
labour laws and

codified them
into four codes
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n present day India people are not

allowed even to think freely. Their

thought process is being highjacked

through media": This was how D. Raja,

general Secretary of Communist Party

of India summarised the media scenario

in the country. He was addressing the

10th Plenary of Indian Journalists Union

(IJU) held at Chennai on 30-31 October

2022. Tamilnadu Union of Journalists

(TUJ), a constituent state union of IJU,

hosted the twoday event. veteran 

journalist from Madhya Pradesh L. S.

Herdenia inaugurated the conference. 

The Plenary was attended by about

300 members comprising the newly

elected National Council members and

delegates of the largest trade union and

professional body of journalists in the

country. v. Narayanasami, former Chief

Minister of Puducchery, Navas Kani,

Member of Parliament, Indian Union

Muslim League Party, Dr. H. v. Hande,

former Minister of Tamilnadu, Dr.

Leema Rose Martin, prominent social

worker and entrepreneur and Ramesh

Khanna, Kollywood actor graced the

occasion and gave their messages.    

Citing the hostile takeover bid of

NDTv by the Adani group, Raja said

most of the media in the country was

being controlled by the corporates. If

one or two media houses act independ-

ently they will face the kind of pressure

seen in the case of NDTv, he added. He

said all should oppose big corporate

owning media. We are deeply connected

to media for our needs of information

but pressure is being exerted on news,

Raja said and added that media no

longer enjoys freedom. If media wanted

to give unbiased news it has to fight the

right wing ideology.   

The idea is to control the thought

process of people, so that they don't

question the omissions and commis-

sions of the Modi regime which has

been pushing neo liberal economic poli-

"Corporate Controlled Media 
Highjacking the Thought Process of Public" 

''I
D. Raja, General  Secretary, CPI addressing the 10th Plenary of IJU

The writer is 
NEC Member of IJU and 

Former President, 
APUWJ 

D. Somasundar 
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cies unmindful of the disastrous

consequences, already visible

through the unprecedented inequal-

ities prevailing in the country, Raja

explained. In the process the demo-

cratic rights of people generally and

of media particularly are being

trampled upon. 

A major section of media has

been actively pushing the agenda of

Modi government and hence they

are prejudiced against the people.

Even the Supreme Court had

flagged the conduct of media and

said anchors were pushing a partic-

ular agenda. Here journalists unions

have a role to play, Raja said and

added that they should stand for the

right to freedom of expression and

the freedom to express dissent,

which are constitutionally guaran-

teed rights.   

Protect Democracy 

Narayanasami opined that right to

freedom of expression was facing

an unprecedented danger in the

country and gave a call to launch a

struggle to protect democracy and

the constitution. 

A major section of media in the

country is in the hands of corporates

and it has been shamelessly sup-

porting the ruling dispensation, he

said and added that it was the pres-

ent day paradox that media chose to

target the opposition instead of

questioning the ruling party for its

commissions and omissions.

Targeting and harassing intelli-

gentsia, writers and journalists who

are critical of the government has

become the new normal.

The country is experiencing

politicians for the first time who

keep away from media,

Narayanasami commented.

Reminding that during their govern-

ment top level leadership was

always briefing the media regularly,

he said the option is always avail-

able to politicians to refuse to

answer a question, but shunning

media is unheard of in democracy.    

Narayanasami expressed con-

cern that democratic institutions of

the country were being  compro-

mised systematically and these

efforts would ultimately lead to

subversion of the constitution.     

In his address former Minister

Dr. Hande who is presently with

BJP decried the tendency of segre-

gating people on artificial lines.

Saying that all are Indians first and

discrimination in the name of reli-

gion, caste and region is against the

idea of India, he called on the media

to reflect these values.    

S. N. Sinha, former President,

IJU, in his address talked about the

present trends in journalism and

said, regrettably people are losing

trust in journalism. He called for an

intervention of IJU in this regard.

The largest union and professional

body of working journalists has a

bounden duty to try to correct the

situation and establish that we stand

for good journalism, he said.

Another former President of IJU

and Adviser to the Chief Minister of

Andhra Pradesh on national media

affairs Devulapalli Amar dwelled

on the undemocratic developments

in the Press Council of India, which

has been reconstituted without rep-

resentation to national unions of

working journalists. He welcomed

the state unions which rejoined the

mainstream by affiliating with IJU.  

The premises in veperi area of

Chennai where the conference was

organised was named after Com.

Santosh Kumar, veteran journalist

and intellectual trade union leader

of working journalists and non jour-

nalists who passed away last year in

a ripe old age. And the hall where

the conference sessions went on

was named after Com. K.

Amarnath, former Member, Press

Council of India and a senior leader

of IJU who died due to Covid in

April 2021.  

V. Narayanasami, former Chief Minister, Puducchery 
addressing the Plenary 
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nity efforts launched by the leader-

ship of the Indian Journalists Union

(IJU) aimed at bringing all well

meaning unions of working journal-

ists and groups on one platform to

forge a united front to fight for the

cause of journalists and journalism

has yielded satisfactory results mani-

fested in the show of unity on the

podium of the 10th Plenary of Indian

Journalists Union. The Plenary was

attended by more than 300 National

Council members and delegates from

22 states.

Balwinder Singh Jammu,

Secretary general of IJU, in his

report to the biennial Plenary

explained the ongoing unity efforts.

And the IJU Plenary gave an open

call to other working journalists

unions and groups to join hands in

order to step up the fight for the

rights of journalists. giving this call

the Plenary unanimously passed a

resolution proposed by Balwinder

Singh Jammu. 

Two new State unions came into

the fold of Indian Journalists Union;

one is from the east of the country

and the other is from the south. The

Plenary ratified the affiliation accord-

ed to Kerala Union of Journalists and

Odisha Union of Journalists. Earlier,

leadership of these two unions have

expressed their willingness to join

the mainstream by affiliating with the

IJU. The leadership of the IJU, which

was keen on forging a strong journal-

ist  movement to ensure the rights

and welfare of journalist fraternity

besides fighting for the rights of free

media and free speech, welcomed the

two unions into the fold of the largest

national union of journalists. 

Another two unions of working

journalists are in the process of join-

ing the mainstream. The leadership

of the IJU has been in consultations

with gujarat Journalists Union (gJU)

and Chhattisgarh Union and Babulal

Chaudhary, President of gJU, attend-

ed the Plenary and announced their

union's strong support to the unity

efforts of the IJU leadership. A dele-

gation of Chhattisgarh union sched-

uled to attend the Plenary could not

come to Chennai due to last minute

cancellation of their train. The lead-

ership of that union had sent a letter

of solidarity expressing their 

IJU Unity
Efforts Pay Off

U
Balwider Singh Jammu, Secretary General, IJU addressing the Plenary
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willingness to join the mainstream which

was readout in the Plenary.   

The Plenary was attended by a seven

member delegation of Kerala Journalists

Union headed by Com. g. Prabhakaran

and a five member delegation from

Odisha Union of Working Journalists

headed by general Secretary Niranjan

Biswal also participated in the Plenary,

first time after its re-entry into the fold of

IJU.

Indian Journalists Union first gave a

call for unity among the working journal-

ists unions in the larger interest of jour-

nalism in the country in the NEC meeting

held at Chandigarh in 2015. Thereafter,

the appeal for unity was once again made

at the NEC meeting held at Mathura in

2022. In the Mathura meeting the NEC

constituted a three member committee to

work on the unity efforts. To continue

with the endeavor the Chennai Plenary

thought it fit to reiterate the call for unity

aimed at groups or members who had ever

left the IJU and willing to come back

again to the fold of IJU to strengthen the

journalists' movement. 

The resolution said, under the present

circumstances it is important to get united

under an umbrella otherwise it would be

difficult to stand and fight for the cause of

journalists. It is already a sad state of

affairs with the Union government repeal-

ing the Working Journalists Act. During

the pandemic instead of extending more

facilities to working journalists who have

been risking their lives in the coverage of

the unprecedented health crisis existing

facilities like the railway concession facil-

ity were discontinued. Despite declaring

journalists as frontline warriors in the

fight against Covid the Union government

has not extended the insurance coverage

for them available to other categories of

frontline warriors, the resolution lament-

ed. Stating that the need of the hour was

unity among all groups, IJU expressed the

hope that those who left the Union in the

past would come back to the fold.     

"Fight Against 
Threats to Media"

v
eteran journalist and a

senior leader of IJU

Lajja Shankar Herdenia,

in his inaugural speech lamented

that media was facing serious

threats and particularly print

media was in peril. Journalist

fraternity in the country lost spe-

cial recognition with the amalga-

mation of working journalist acts

into four codes and this is unac-

ceptable, he said.

Deploring that the four

labour codes greatly endangered

the freedom of expression and

independent journalism,

Herdenia called for a united and

"strong struggle to get back our

lost privileges which help us do

our duty fearlessly. We must

launch a struggle against the

onslaught of basic values of

journalism".

Reminding that the working

journalists act which conferred

special privileges to working

journalists was a gift of the first

Prime Minister Jawaharlal

Nehru who constituted the first

Press Commission, Herdenia

demanded for immediate consti-

tution of third press commission.

Journalists are harassed in

many ways and if they are work-

ing on a sensitive assignment

they are booked arbitrarily,

Herdenia said and referred the

case of Siddique Kappan who

was arrested and booked under

the draconian UAPA while going

to Hathras, Uttar Pradesh to

cover the rape and murder of a

dalit girl. He also cited the case

of Sanna Matto who was pre-

vented from going to US to

receive Pulitzer award for her

great photo journalism in

Kashmir. 

Overall atmosphere in the

country is not congenial to

healthy media and also public,

Herdenia lamented. Hate is

being openly propagated by

politicians and media is not

doing its duty. Reminding jour-

nalists about the Ahmedabad

declaration written by 

M. Chalpathy Rau, doyen of

Indian journalism and journalist

trade union movement, Herdenia

decried that the pledge of jour-

nalists was given a go by in pres-

ent day India by many media

houses and journalists. Referring

to the release of Bilkis Bano case

convicts he said media has not

responded to the development

adequately. He said journalists

should rise above religion and

other narrow loyalties.       
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he Indian Journalists Union (IJU) gave a call

to 'save journalism'.  In a twoday 10th Plenary

meeting organised under the Chairmanship of

President K. Sreenivas Reddy at Chennai on

30-31October, 2022, IJU, the largest trade

union and professional body of journalists in

the country, held extensive discussions on var-

ious aspects of the media scenario in the coun-

try and concluded that space for free media

and working journalists was fast shrinking.

The IJU gave a call to journalists organisa-

tions to come together to counter the threats

independent media is facing. 

The twoday Plenary was attended by about

300 members comprising the newly elected

National Council members and delegates of

IJU from 22 affiliate State unions. Apart from

these members fraternal delegates represent-

ing working journalists unions from some

other states had also attended the biennial con-

ference.

The Plenary deliberated upon not only

issues of rights, working conditions and wel-

fare of working journalists but also media sce-

nario in the country including dwindling space

for freedom of expression.

On the concluding day of the Plenary the

IJU passed a resolution unanimously proposed

by President K. Sreenivas Reddy calling on

the defenders of the democracy to come for-

ward to 'save journalism', an essential lifeline

for the sustenance of democracy. The save

journalism programme to be spearheaded by

the IJU will be taken up in the month of com-

ing January. Exact dates for the programme

will be announced later, the IJU said.

The idea of the save journalism pro-

gramme is to highlight some important issues

concerning the field of journalism. The issues

include the demand for restoration of working

journalists acts, a central act for the safety of

journalists and media, implementation of

Majithia Wage Board recommendations, con-

stitution of a new wage board for working

journalists and non journalists, stopping

attacks on journalists and media houses and

taking stern action on those who resort to

these attacks, practising ethical and profes-

sional journalism on the part of media houses

and payment of solatium to the kin of

deceased journalists due to covid. 

Media Commission 

Indian Journalists Union in a resolution con-

demned the attitude of the government which

has been steadfastly ignoring all sage counsel

and refusing to constitute media commission.

The IJU strongly called for immediate consti-

tution of Media Commission. The Supreme

Court of India recently has expressed serious

concern at the relentless hate propaganda on

the news channels actively abetted by news

anchors. 

The apex court has asked the government

to take concrete steps to regulate media so that

hate campaigns on Tv screen are effectively

curbed. This situation demonstrates the dire

necessity of Media Commission to look into

the whole gamut of electronic media, digital

media besides print media. The first Press

Commission was constituted in 1952 on the

recommendation of which Press Council of

India came into being. 

The second Press Commission was consti-

tuted after the internal emergency by the

Janata government in 1978. But it became an

aborted attempt. In that way it is 70 years now

after an effective Press Commission. 

During this long period media scenario in

the country underwent a sea change with the

advent of, first, electronic media; second, dig-

ital media. This changed structure poses lots

T

IJU Calls for Movement to
Save Journalism 
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of questions which demand answers. 

On one hand the role of media as

an institution to safeguard democra-

cy is becoming more important and

relevant and on the other hand media

is becoming less and less answerable

to people, after it attained various

forms in the complex web of the dig-

ital world. 

Against this backdrop the requir-

ement for Media Commission has

increased multifold. The IJU said it

was already late and the necessity to

setting up Media Commission has

never been felt more. 

Attacks on Media

Indian Journalists Union expressed

serious concern over persistent

attacks on media and the shrinking

space for independent media in the

country. In a resolution passed by the

10th Plenary the IJU called on all

democracy loving people in the

country to raise their voice against

the unabated assault on media and

media persons by both State actors

and unlawful and vested elements

enjoying the state patronage.

Safeguarding media is critical to sus-

taining the democracy and it is the

sacred duty of every citizen to pro-

tect and stand by independent media,

IJU said.

The resolution described the

downward sliding of India on the

scale of press freedom which has

been given a rank of 150 among 180

countries surveyed in the 2022

World Press Freedom Index released

by Reporters Without Borders, a

plunge from the rank 142 in 2021

index, as a matter of shame. The

largest democracy in the world has

been listed under countries consid-

ered "bad" for journalism by RSF

and is among the most dangerous

places in the world for journalists.

According to the Committee to

Protect Journalists at least four jour-

nalists were killed in India for their

work and in 2022 so far two journal-

ists were murdered for their journal-

ism. Attacks against journalists are

rising and emboldened by the hostile

attitude of the nationalistic govern-

ment towards critical media, right

wing majoritarian forces are on ram-

page. As usual the government is

blaming the independent agency for

the poor rank instead of any intro-

spection, the IJU commented.

For those newspapers, news

channels and digital media outlets

which just want to be professional

and ethical in their operations it is

becoming increasingly difficult to

move ahead. The intolerance of the

government to critical reporting and

comment has been on the increase

and as a consequence independent

media houses face harassment and

intimidation by state agencies. In

cases where even these tricks fail to

yield result other tactics are explored

like hostile takeovers as being seen

in the case of NDTv.

The government has been finding

several ways to harass independent

journalists. Rana Ayub, a journalist

whose writings earlier at home and

later in the Washington Post are not

to the liking of the powers that be

was stopped at Mumbai airport,

when she was on her way to London

to participate in journalists meeting,

by immigration officials, the IJU

said.

The IJU described the prevention

of Kashmiri journalist Sanna Matto

at Delhi airport from travelling to

Washington where she was to

receive the prestigious Pulitzer

award for journalism as highly dis-

turbing.  It called on the government

to take immediate measures to create

an atmosphere where media and

journalists feel safe to work.

Press Council of India 

In another resolution the IJU

demanded that Press Council should

be reconstituted with national repre-

sentative unions/associations of

journalists. It asked the governments

at centre and states to reorganise

accreditation committees with repre-

sentatives of only journalists organi-

sations. This will go a long way in

upholding the sanctity of the institu-

tions vital for preserving a credible

and independent fourth estate, the

IJU said. The resolution expressed

deep concern over manoeuvres of

the government to weaken media

institutions and impinge on the right

to freedom of expression and access

11

Sabina Inderjit

Expelled
The 10 th Plenary of Indian

Journalists Union (IJU) expelled

Sabina Inderjit, former

Secretary general of the Union

from primary membership of the

IJU for anti-union activities.

Sabina wilfully acted against the

interests of the IJU. Throwing to

winds the provisions of the con-

stitution of the union to she took

unilateral decisions which went

against the interests of the IJU.

The National Executive of the

IJU in a meeting in 2019, which

Sabina had attended, issued her

a show cause notice asking for

explanation to her anti union

activities. But she failed to

answer that notice. In the light

of these developments the

Plenary held at Chennai, in a

resolution unanimously passed,

expelled Sabina Inderjit form

primary membership of the

Union.
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to information, critical to the coun-

try's democracy. In took objection

particularly to the reconstitution of

the 14th Press Council of India (PCI)

and the Central Media Accreditation

Committee (CMAC) ignoring the

claims of national organisations of

journalists. 

Media Council 

The IJU reiterated its demand to

widen the sphere of the Press

Council of India (PCI) by

renaming it as Media

Council and extend its reg-

ulatory powers to cover all

sections of the mass media,

including electronic, web

and broadcast media. In a

resolution it said that even

the PCI was also repeatedly

demanding to convert the

Council into a Media

Council and seeking an

increase in the powers of

the Council to make it more

effective. The IJU pointed

out the report of the

Parliamentary Standing

Committee on

Communications and

Information which recom-

mended to set up a Media

Council to regulate print,

electronic and digital

media. The government refused to

act on the recommendation. The

committee headed by MP Shashi

Tharoor submitted a report on

'Ethical Standards in Media

Coverage' in December 2021 to the

Parliament in which it recommended

a Media Council with some teeth. 

Working Journalists Acts

The IJU has demanded the reinstalla-

tion of the Working Journalists Act

with more favorable provisions

encompassing wages, wage revi-

sions with wage boards, job security,

pension benefits and the whole

gamut of working conditions for

working journalists in the country. 

In a resolution passed at the 10th

Plenary the IJU termed the amalga-

mation of the Working Journalists

Act, 1955, where working journal-

ists are bundled along with sales rep-

resentatives etc, as refusal to recog-

nize fourth estate. 

A free press, one of the most

essential ingredients for safeguard-

ing the democracy is in turn the

sacred duty of working journalists

and stripping of the rightfully

accorded special recognition of a fra-

ternity vested with such weighty

responsibility spells danger to the

very fabric of democracy, the resolu-

tion added. 

Safety  Act 

The IJU appealed to the government

to immediately take steps to enact a

a central law to ensure safety and

protection of working journalists and

media establishments with provision

of payment of adequate compensa-

tion to their families in case any

tragedy befalls on them, as recom-

mended by a Committee of the Press

Council. In a resolution the IJU

expressed regret that the Union gov-

ernment has not taken any action so

far on IJU's repeated appeals in this

regard. It thanked the government of

Maharashtra for bringing out such a

law, "The Maharashtra

Media Persons and Media

Instit-utions (Prevention of

vio-lence and Damage or

Loss to Property) Act

2017, the first in the coun-

try. 

Pension for journalists 

In another resolution the

IJU urged the Central gov-

ernment to introduce work-

ing journalists pension

scheme at all-India level

for all working journalists

as per the definition of

working journalist without

restricting it only to

accredited journalists. It

recalled that the National

Democratic Alliance gov-

ernment headed by late

Prime Minister Atal Bihari

vajpayee promised to introduce pen-

sion scheme for journalists all over

the country. That promise is yet to be

fulfilled, the IJU reminded. 

IJU urged  all the state govern-

ments which are yet to implement

pension scheme for journalists, to

immediately take steps to introduce

the scheme for all working journal-

ists irrespective of accreditation. The

Plenary of IJU called upon its state

unions to launch a united movement

in their respective states to achieve

pension for all working journalists. 

Wage Board for
Journalists 

The 10th Plenary of Indian Journalists Union (IJU) held at
Chennai demanded wage revision for working journalists
and non journalists. In a resolution adopted unanimously
in the biennial conference the IJU demanded the govern-
ment to immediately constitute wage board for the pur-
pose of wage revision. Majithia Wage Board, the last

wage board for working journalists and non journalists
was constituted in the year of 2007. It took 7 years for the
wage board to prepare a report and the recommendations
were submitted in 2015. The government notified the rec-

ommendations two years later in 2017. But it is most
unfortunate that five years later the implementation status
is only 22 percent, the resolution said.  The IJU reminded

the government that in the last 15 years wages for
employees working in central government, state govern-

ment and other sectors have been revised at least twice. It
urged the government to immediately initiate measures to

constitute a wage board for working  journalists.    
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he past fortnight must have been a

nightmare for the young, intrepid edito-

rial team of The Wire. To them, I can

only paraphrase Maya Angelou, poet-

ry's great survivor: one may encounter

many defeats but one must not oneself

be defeated.

The history of journalism has

recorded several instances when organ-

isations far larger and better resourced

than this one have fallen victim to

hoaxes or been led to make monumen-

tal blunders of reportage and editorial

opinion.

On its 200th anniversary, The

guardian put some of its "errors of

judgement" on the page: 'What we got

wrong: the guardian's worst errors of

judgment over 200 years'.

When the time comes for The Wire

to set down its misjudgments, the Meta

story will surely figure high on the list.

The one solution to this dilemma in the

immediate term, short term and long

term, is to keep plugging away, keep

plugging away, keep plugging away.

Only good journalism will steer The

Wire out of the Meta thicket.

Many important conversations on

journalism in India have ensued from

this imbroglio. How does the credible

newsroom cope with the pressures of

the news cycle even while taking the

necessary steps that would ensure, if

not guarantee, that their news reports

are not fabrications? How much confi-

dence must an editor place on junior

colleagues who are doing the news

gathering and who may be driven by

agendas contrary to that of the organi-

sation?

How much trust must a news gath-

erer place on their sources? How do

editors, reporters and those on the desk

protect themselves and their organisa-

tion against deception in a millennium

steeped in disinformation; a millenni-

um that is seeing the emergence of

leaders who rise, capture power and

rule on a foundation of fraudulent

information; a millennium that is wit-

nessing the use of technological tools

which use an argot that is beyond those

who have honed their craft on the bel-

lows of legacy media?

How does the public play a critical-

ly engaged role to ensure that what they

read and see can be trusted?

The questions multiply; the answers

are complex.

Meanwhile, it has also been a fort-

night of stunning solidarity that could

only have arisen from the social and

journalistic recognition that The Wire

is an institution worth defending at a

difficult time. Many have, as they

Only Good Journalism Will Steer
'The Wire' Out of the Meta Thicket

T

The writer is a senior 
editor and presently

ombudsperson for 
The Wire 

Pamela Philipose 
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should, called out its failures, but

their support and encouragement

have been patent. Such backing

came from press and media organi-

sations - including the latest kid on

the block representing digital media,

Digipub - which have been doing the

long, lonely and sometimes difficult

job of defending media freedoms in

a country where they are increasing-

ly in jeopardy.

Amongst them were international

organisations that work to protect the

rights of media personnel across the

world. Human rights organisations,

recognising how intrinsic an inde-

pendent media is to the articulation

and defence of civil liberties, have

also issued statements and one of

them painstakingly put together the

major news breaks of The Wire.

Eminent journalists have tweeted

their concern, as have citizens from

across the country.

International media carried com-

mentary pieces while mainstream

Indian newspapers have done first

edits on the issue.

Interestingly, these editorials

appeared shortly after the Delhi

police conducted an evening-to-

night seizure raid on The Wire office

in Delhi and the homes of four edi-

tors and the business-cum-product

head in Mumbai and Delhi, taking

away their communication devices

without the mandated safeguards.

The seriousness of this police assault

on media freedom was rightly recog-

nised in these comments because the

threat is not just to The Wire but the

entire Indian media.

Such extraordinary police action

on a complaint filed by a private per-

son, powerful though he may be

within the ruling party, was perhaps

last seen on such a scale during the

days of the Indira gandhi emer-

gency.

The statements of support taken

together constitute a serious push-

back against a vengeful system

weaponised to punish and castigate

those they consider media deviants

and dissenters. The empire struck

back through the agency of their

many minions within Big Media.

At a time when elections were

imminent, when 135 people had lost

their lives in the Morbi bridge disas-

ter, when Delhi was fast becoming a

gas chamber, some channels decided

to focus their institutional and lung

capacities to bringing down The

Wire. Between October 28 and

November 3, Republic Tv must

have carried at least four prime-time

shows and additional reports on the

subject, with Times Now playing

catch up.

Even as the story became

increasingly thin and repetitive; even

as the number of those engaging

with it in any direct way (going by

comments and likes) was sluggish,

Wire-centric programmes spanning

30-50 minutes became the bill of

fare.

Night after night, every manner

of invective was hurled at this news

portal: "a culmination of a whole

decade of calumny"; "Wire, the

Liar"; "pen wielding naxals";

"biggest fabrication in the world";

"perhaps the gravest case of journal-

istic malpractice"; "Lutyens media";

"fake news fountains"; and so on and

so forth. Clearly this was not about

gaining viewership engagement

(after all, TRPs have and can be

manipulated), but for something far

deeper.

They commended the police

action and demanded more; and

hurled denouncements at The Wire

for "throwing the reporter under the

bus". They decried "The Lobby", the

"Ecosystem" for launching "a sym-

pathy campaign"; and attacked the

international media for not falling in

line. The Wire's founder editors, in

particular, came in for abuse, with

their photographs splashed on the

screen: "hypocrites who do not do an

honest day's journalism"; "garbage

heaps spewing methane" who ask

people to "throw pennies in their

Amit Malviya, 

IT Cell chief of BJP
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pisspot". Have these people even

heard themselves speak?

At one point, Times Now's Rahul

Shivshankar tried to rein in his

assembled team of Furies, saying,

"A lot of things are being said, view-

ers. It's rather unfair when the editors

are not here to defend themselves…I

am not here to take down another

media organisation but…"

This collection of invectives, by

the way, came from both channels -

after all, the guests were often the

same. So much so that at one point,

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

spokesperson Sanju verma made the

cardinal mistake of calling Arnab

goswami, "Rahul".

The fact is that both organisa-

tions, in their familiar and deathly

ratings combat, are following the

same template: crush any media that

are seen to oppose the Modi regime.

The prime argument raised by both

was that The Wire through its report-

ing was defaming "our country".

The Freedom House ratings that

lowered the image of India's democ-

racy were continuously referenced.

The irony that they had put, and

were putting, India and its media in

very bad light through their intem-

perate television was lost on them.

Anchors of both channels had the

same technique of shutting up guests

who went against their narrative by

calling upon favourites to butt in

with counters.

Whether it was Suman C. Raman

on Times Now who tried to highlight

how the Delhi police did not provide

a hash value of the devices they

took; or Sanjay Jha, who stoutly

reeled out a list of themes that were

really sullying the country's image;

or indeed Tauseef Rehman and

Nilanjan Das on Republic Tv

valiantly pointing out how the BJP

party and its ecosystem were, in fact,

the real source of misinformation,

each one was firmly silenced. As

Pierre Bourdieu observed prescient-

ly in his essay series 'On Television':

competition homogenises the media,

creates uniformity so that journalis-

tic products begin to look like each

other.

"Collective pressures, and partic-

ularly competitive pressures, are so

strong that one is led to do things

that one wouldn't do if the others

didn't exist…"

Watching the recent exhibition of

high-pitched televised rhetoric drove

home the relevance of Bourdieu's

reading.

— This opinion piece first

appeared on the wire website. 

Siddharth Varadarajan with his team in the wire.in office
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10th PLENARY 
OF INDIAN JOURNALISTS UNION (IJU) 

SN Sinha, former President, IJU addressing the Plenary

Smt. Sasikala Devi, Wife of late Ravindra Doss, founder of TUJ lighting the lamp at inauguration

Kavithabhama P.V,

from Kerala

Pal Singh Nauli,
General Secretary, PCUJ

IJU leaders felicitating Subhash, President, TUJ

Former Tamilnadu Minister Dr. H.  V. Hande and IJU leaders releasing

pigeons after hoisting the National Flag at the beginning of 10th Plenary

of the union in Chennai

APUWJ comrades with IJU top leaders

Devulapalli Amar, former President, IJU and Adviser to Chief Minister, 

AP on National Media Affairs

Prabhakaran, leader of Kerala Journalists Union

Philanthropist Ms. Leema Rose Martin with IJU leaders Rigzin Wangmo from Ladakh

Tsewang Rigzin, 

General Secretry,  

Ladakh Journalists Union

Tsewang Rigzin, 

General Secretry,  

Ladakh Journalists Union

Tsewang Rigzin, 

General Secretry,  

Ladakh Journalists Union

Tsewang Rigzin, 

General Secretry,  

Ladakh Journalists Union

Shrinivas Gundari, President, MSUWJ 

Jayashree B,

NEC Member from West Bengal

A. K. Surendran, 

General Secretary, KJU
Mathi Maharaj,  Puducherry Journalists Union President

and G. Venkatraman, General Secretary, TUJ at the venue 

Niranjan Biswal,

General Secretary, OUWJ

More Photos in Pages 18 &19
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Navas Kani, MP from Ramanathapuram addressing the plenary 

Y Narender Reddy, 

Secretary, IJU from Telangana

D Somasundar, NEC Member

from Andhra Pradesh
Former CM of Puducherry Narayanasami, former Tamilnadu

Minister Dr. H. V. Hande with L. S. Herdenia

Babulal M Chaudary from Gujarat K Virahath Ali, Genral Secretary, TUWJ

Dr.Rajesh Trivedi,

President,UPWJU

National Executive Committee meeting of IJU before Plenary 

DSR Subash, TUJ President welcoming 

the delegates
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A Suresh Kumar, NEC Member from

Andhra Pradesh

Former CM of Puducherry Narayanasami addressing the plenary

Balbir Singh Jandu, Secretary, IJU

from Chandigarh

Bindhu Singh, NEC Member

from Chandigarh IJU Plenary delegates enjoying a working lunch at the venue

I V Subba Rao, President, APUWJ

from Andhra Pradesh

Ram Singh Brar,

President, CHJU from

Chandigarh

Bhaskar Reddy, President, Karnataka State Journalists

Union and K. Satyanarayana, NEC Member from Telangana

with Sreenivas Reddy
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In 2019, Indian media had zero 
SC or ST journalists in leadership roles.

In 2022, it's still zero

n 2019, there were zero jour-

nalists from SC or ST back-

grounds in leadership posi-

tions in India's mainstream

media newsrooms, spanning

print, broadcast and digital.

Four years later, that number

still stands at zero. This is one of the find-

ings of Who Tells Our Stories Matters:

Representation of Marginalised Caste

groups in Indian Media. A joint effort by

Newslaundry and Oxfam India, this annu-

al report since 2019 has scrutinised caste

representation in Indian newsrooms. The

research was conducted between April

2021 and March 2022.

The data for 2022 spells out how little

things have changed since the first instal-

ment of this report. In 2019, nearly 88 per-

cent of journalists in the Indian media

were from the general category - that now

stands at 86 percent.

Print

The report analysed seven English and

seven Hindi newspapers. Less than five

percent of reports analysed in both

English and Hindi were written by people

from SC or ST backgrounds, and only 10

percent by those from OBC backgrounds.

While there's reportage on caste and

tribal issues, 50 percent of these reports

were written by journalists from dominant

Key findings from the report on caste representation in media, prepared by
Newslaundry and Oxfam India and released at The Media Rumble 2022

I
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castes. "No newspaper had a journal-

ist from SC or ST categories writing

on caste and tribal issues."

Of leadership positions in the top

English newspapers in the country,

dominant castes occupied almost

100 percent in almost all of them.

Only one newspaper, the Times of

India, has 20 percent of its leader-

ship positions occupied by OBCs.

Bylines in these newspapers reflect-

ed the leadership.

"Almost all English newspapers

had over 60% representation of gen-

eral category journalists except the

Hindu and the Indian Express," the

report said. "The Indian Express

fared better in comparison to other

newspapers in terms of composition

of journalists belonging to different

categories." Journalists from the

OBC category constituted 12 percent

of bylines across newspapers; SC

journalists less than four percent.

Similar trends were observed in

Hindi newspapers. Dainik Bhaskar

had the highest (7.7 percent) of SC

journalists in the top decile of writers

based on the number of articles pub-

lished. Dainik Jagran, Prabhat

Khabar and Punjab Kesari had none,

though Jagran had the highest OBC

representation (25 percent) in the top

decile of writers.

broadcast

For English news channels, the

report examined 1,094 primetime

debates hosted by 36 anchors featur-

ing 1,992 panellists. In Hindi, it con-

sidered 981 debates hosted by 40

anchors featuring 1,326 panellists.

In the world of television news,

around 56 percent of English

anchors of primetime shows and 67

percent of their Hindi counterparts

belonged to dominant caste groups.

Special mention to Sansad Tv,

which had 67 percent of its anchors

from OBC backgrounds. There are

no anchors from SC or ST back-

grounds at the channels surveyed.

This dominance was intact

among panellists invited to partici-

pate in debates. general category

panellists were preferred for other

discussions on business, economy
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and international affairs. Panellists

from OBC categories were invited

predominantly to discuss issues

related to religious identity, commu-

nal politics, and caste and tribal

issues.

Even then, only five percent of

panellists discussing caste and tribal

issues were from marginalised com-

munities.

What about the number of dis-

cussions on caste issues?

NDTv had the highest number of

Hindi debates on caste and tribal

issues, but it was still a woefully low

3.6 percent of its total debates.

English debates on caste issues fared

equally poorly, with India Today

having the most at 2.6 percent. In

contrast, 13 percent of India Today's

debates in English were on religious

and communal issues.

Digital

Digital news portals, seen as the

new, shiny alternative to legacy

media, also contain bylines dominat-

ed by journalists from the general

category. Nine websites were sur-

veyed: EastMojo, Firstpost,

Newslaundry, Scroll, the Wire, the

News Minute, Swarajya, the

Mooknayak, and the Quint.

Importantly, alternative digital

media outlets like EastMojo and

Mooknayak fared better in terms of

reports written by people from mar-

ginalised caste groups.

Nearly 69 percent of English

bylines in Newslaundry were by

journalists from the general catego-

ry, followed by Firstpost (61.9 per-

cent) and Scroll (54.7 percent).

Mooknayak was an exception, with

only 33.3 percent of bylines from the

general category. Fifty percent of the

portal's leadership positions are from

the SC community, followed by

News Minute with 25 percent.

Overall, over 55 percent of writ-

ers in digital media were from the

general category, and less than five

percent from SC or ST communities.

recommendations

If the situation hasn't changed in four

years, how can it change four years

in the future?

Based on interviews with mar-

ginalised communities, the report

said a "mere change in leadership

position will not address the issue.

Representation should be ensured at

all levels to bring about a democrat-

ic transformation." It also suggested

organisations bring out annual diver-

sity reports to make media houses

"more accountable" and conduct

"uniform and transparent" recruit-

ment processes.

On a larger level, it suggested

introducing "affirmative policies in

the news industry for marginalised

groups as done by the Indian govern-

ment" and constituting a body to

oversee diversity in newsrooms.

— This report first appeared on

newslaundry.com 
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he month of November opened with the Tv

news media sinking into the depths of the

netherworld, spinning such toxic narratives

around the tragedy that befell the town of

Morbi in gujarat.

A 140-year-old suspension bridge in

Morbi collapsed in a heap on 30 October,

killing over 130 people, many of them chil-

dren and women. The victims had gone for

a walk on the suspension bridge, unaware

that the contractor who was to restore

important parts of the bridge had done

nothing of the sort. The contractor, a

wealthy manufacturer of cheap wall clocks

in Morbi, had sub-contracted

the bridge restoration work to

a company which claimed

expertise, get this, in offering

services other than engineer-

ing services. The Morbi

municipality had given the

no-bid bridge contract to

Jaysukh Patel, the maker of

cheap wall clocks and cheap-

er desk calculators. 

When the cables snapped and the peo-

ple on the bridge plunged into the shallow

waters of the river below, they were shred-

ded into ribbons by the jagged-edged

stones on the riverbed. On the day of the

tragedy, a Sunday, the toxic anchors were

apparently enjoying a quiet weekend in

their exclusive gated communities in

Noida, Uttar Pradesh. They came back

freshly powdered and laundered the next

day and got to work on diverting the peo-

ple's attention from the criminal negligence

exhibited by Patel and his partners in crime

in the Morbi municipality. 

The most fiendish of this exercise was

taken up with gusto by Sudhir Chaudhary,

who includes a longish stay in Tihar Jail for

blackmail in his curriculum vitae.

Chaudhary began his talk show Black &

White on Aaj Tak, a Hindi news channel,

with a lot of hand-wringing about the trag-

ic loss of life in the Morbi bridge disaster

and the casual villainy of the contractor,

before getting down to the meat of his

story: With a straight face,

Chaudhary says that the

people who had gone on to

the bridge had also to take

responsibility for the dis-

aster. His perverse argu-

ment was that when the

bridge had a carrying

capacity of about 125 peo-

ple at a time, more than

500 people had piled on. And some of the

young men began shaking the cables of the

bridge, leading to its collapse. The sheer

recklessness of the comment was shocking,

because Chaudhary was saying, though in

not so many words, that the victims had

brought death upon themselves.

Chaudhary gave a clean chit to Jaysukh

Patel, the maker of cheap wall clocks, by

not even mentioning Patel's name on his

poisonous 'talk show'. If the agenda of the

The writer is 
a senior journalist 

based at Hyderabad 

Shaukat H.
Mohammed
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TV news media takes to 
victim-blaming in desperate 

bid to divert attention
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owners and anchors was to divert

attention from the persons directly

responsible for the bridge's collapse,

they succeeded splendidly, because

the social media space was soon

choking on criticising Chaudhary

and his poisonous programme. 

Other Tv media channels, too,

said the same thing that Chaudhary

said so brazenly on his show, but the

others were more restrained, and

hemmed and hawed about who was

ultimately responsible for the bridge

collapse and the apportioning of

blame, of which there was plenty to

go around. 

One notable exception to this

victim-blaming was the Primetime

show hosted by Ravish Kumar on

NDTv India. Kumar pulled no

punches in naming Jaysukh Patel

and calling for his immediate arrest

to account for the shoddy renovation

work on the bridge. Kumar also cited

a story published by a Hindi newspa-

per which reported on the inner

thoughts of Patel in his book. The

book, in gujarati, is on his business

group's web site. Apparently, accord-

ing to a Hindi translation provided

by Kumar on his show, Patel wants a

"dictator" to rule India for a mini-

mum term of at least 15 years. Patel

believes that a parliamentary democ-

racy, which India has been since its

Independence, will not work in India

because it delays decision-making.

Ergo, if there is a "dictatorship",

folks like Jaysukh Patel can get no-

bid contracts behind closed doors for

jobs that they are not remotely qual-

ified for, and keep murdering people

by their acts of omission without

being called to account.

While communal poison is being

injected with venomous intent by the

Tv news channels, particularly the

Hindi and English channels, the

Supreme Court appears to have

taken cognizance of the dangerously

partisan programming of the Tv

news media. The Supreme Court,

which is hearing a batch of petitions

on the spread of hate speech on Tv

and social media, has asked the

Union government to come up with a

regulatory mechanism to ensure that

hate speech and demonisation are

not allowed free reign in the name of

freedom of expression. The Supreme

Court bench, headed by Justice KM

Joseph, has set 23 November as the

next date for hearing the petitions. 

Defenders of freedom of expres-

sion point out the United States and

the United Kingdom do not regulate

what goes on their Tv and radio

waves, but they are obfuscating the

issue. While the US indeed has the

powerful First Amendment to its

Constitution, which guarantees

almost unlimited freedom of speech,

it also has the US Federal

Communications Commission,

which regulates the Tv and radio

stations in that country. The FCC can

cancel the license of any radio or Tv

news channel if it determines that the

content being aired is not conducive

to public order. 

Similarly, the United Kingdom

has the Office of Communications,

which regulates the radio, Tv and

social media sectors in that country.

Ofcom fined Republic Tv 20,000

pounds sterling in December 2020,

for airing a programme that was

widely seen as being a hate speech

against Pakistan. Republic Tv's pro-

gramme is distributed by Worldview

Media Ltd, which had a license from

Ofcom to broadcast its programmes

in the UK. Ofcom cancelled the

license. 

The Indian Tv news media has

its own self-regulatory body, which

recently fined Aman Chopra, a rabid

anchor on News18, Rs 50,000/- for

anchoring a programme that was

deemed to be hateful towards the

students demanding the right to wear

a hijab to school. Chopra was also

ordered to delete the programme

from the channel's web site. Fines

are fine, but the hate on Tv has

become a deluge and it, in my opin-

ion, needs a mechanism with teeth

that can bite.
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Mainstream News Channels Ran Programs
With Anti-Muslim Prejudice While Reporting
CAA Protests: Citizens Committee Report

Citizens  Committee report

on the North East Delhi

violence 2020 gave its

findings on media's role in

fueling polarisation

between communities and

anti-Muslim hate before

and after the violence. The

Committee conducted an

empirical analysis of the

messaging sections of the

television media around

the CAA and the protests.

It focused on episodes

aired in December 2019-

February 2020 of prime-

time shows of the six most

viewed television news 

channels - Republic and

Times Now (English), and

Aaj Tak, Zee News, India

Tv, and Republic Bharat

(Hindi). The analysis

revealed that the channels'

reportage of events surrounding the

CAA framed the issues as "Hindus ver-

sus Muslims" with prejudice and suspi-

cion against the Muslim community.

The report stated that these channels

concentrated on vilifying anti-CAA

protests, fanning, unsubstantiated con-

spiracy theories, and calling for their

forcible shutdown. The Committee

consisted of former judges Madan B.

Lokur (ex-Supreme Court judge), 

A.P. Shah (ex-CJ Delhi HC), R.S.

Sodhi (ex-Delhi HC judge), Anjana

Prakash (ex-Patna HC Judge) and for-

mer Union Home Secretary g.K. Pillai

IAS (Retd). 

The report concluded that the

analysis of the selected episodes

revealed that prejudice and suspicion

against the Muslim community was a

consistent feature underlining the mes-

saging across the aforementioned

shows. It stated that "There was a con-

certed attempt to frame the issues

around the CAA as Hindus versus

Muslims with Muslims being 

A

Padmakshi
Sharma
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portrayed as "troublemakers" or

"ungrateful citizens", or people

whose actions were "antithetical to

national interest". The use of sensa-

tionalist tickers, hashtags and head-

lines flashed across television

screens is part and parcel of the visu-

al components of these primetime

shows. Wider research reveals that

media platforms employ a tactic of

repeating slogans until they become

a "mindless but memorable cliché".

These visual tools play a major role

in propagating specific messaging -

in this context, the messaging

focused on which community should

receive sympathy, and which should

be demonized."

As per the report, a consistent

effort was made by all six channels

to project the protests as singularly

disruptive and violent. Words such

as "vandals", "rioters", "potential ter-

rorists", "anti national", "tukde-

tukde gang", "victimizers", "cow-

ards", "blackmail'' and "dangerous"

were repeatedly used to describe the

anti-CAA protesters. Further, the

trope of Muslims as the "enemy

other" was recurrent.

It stated that in some instances,

hateful content was facilitated by

these news channels through an

uncritical acceptance of inciting

comments made by panelists invited

for discussions and in other

instances, provocative and inciting

remarks were made by the anchors

themselves. Additionally, anti CAA

protests were shown as being

imbued with designs of Muslim

extremism, backed by Islamic

extremist groups. The language of

attacking Hindus, of waging jihad,

was used to embed the Hindu-

Muslim binary with Muslims as

aggressors and these significant

claims were not backed by any tan-

gible information or evidence. 

The report provides that - "By

casting protest as akin to notions of

religious warfare, the show's anchor

seemed intent on creating a fear psy-

chosis in the minds of non-Muslims

and driving a wedge between com-

munities. At the same time, articula-

tion and mobilization against the

CAA by Muslims was painted as

aggressive and communal...These

channels further framed the protest

movement as a homegrown conspir-

acy with violent motives, hatched

either by the Opposition, or by inter-

national actors. Within this, there

was also an attempt to frame the

protests as anti Modi as a conspiracy

aimed to discredit the Prime

Minister and exaggerate the dangers

posed by the CAA-NRC."

The report also highlighted that

calls of violence were made on tele-

vised shows aired to millions of



noveMber 2022 27
viewers, with no censure or conse-

quence for those making them. It

stated that  "This indicates they may

have been accorded tacit credence.

The open accusations of criminality

made against anti-CAA protesters,

first as a block, and then against

individuals, were highly irresponsi-

ble, particularly given the extent to

which accusations were shaped and

spread." 

The language of anchors and

panelists, and the phrasing of the

visual tools on these shows, as per

the report, revealed antagonistic

messaging and sensationalist style.

Anchors and panelists used insult-

ing, pejorative words - terrorist,

jihadis, dangaiyon (rioters), traitors -

to describe Muslims as violent and

anti-national. Further, they repeated-

ly referred, dismissively, to Muslims

as "they" or "these people", alluding

to a supposed unified "they" as a

religious block with designs against

Hindus or the country.

The report highlighted the need

of  media reporting on violence and

mobilisation to be nuanced and

responsible, and oriented by facts

that shed light on all elements that

had contributed to violence, includ-

ing the use of excessive and violent

force by the police. It concluded, "A

sensationalist discourse, aimed at

stigmatizing the otherwise legitimate

features of a cause, serve to make

media channels a party to the con-

flict. This encourages an environ-

ment of vigilantism or even create

permissive conditions for high-hand-

ed state responses. It is critical that

news organizations strictly follow

journalistic rules of rigor and objec-

tivity in reporting on violence of any

kind, and refrain from projecting

generalized judgments that malign

one group or community. The failure

of the existing regulatory frame-

works to act as a check is starkly

exposed through this analysis."

— This report first appeared on

livelaw.in 

g
ovardhana Sundara

varadachari practised jour-

nalism with gusto till almost

to the last. Not only that. He loved

teaching and taught so many young

journalists during his long career. So

much so that when he passed away

social media erupted with condo-

lences. 

Kancherla Lakshma Reddy never

taught. But he practically trained

many journalists while doing his

duty in the desk. His life itself is a

great lesson in journalism. Fiercely

honest and frank, he lived almost

like a saint. The obits penned by

journalists after his exit are a shining

testimony to his integrity and sim-

plicity.  

Telugu Journalism lost these two

stalwarts on the same day.

varadachari and K.L. Reddy died on

November 3 after a full life. After

retirement at Eenadu, Telugu daily

varadachari started second innings

as a teacher of Journalism in Potti

Sriramulu Telugu University,

Hyderabad. He was the first head of

the department of journalism there. 

K. L. Reddy worked in Eenadu,

Andhra Prabha, Andhra Patrika,

Andhra Bhoomi, all major daily

newspapers in united Andhra

Pradesh apart from many small

newspapers. Half a century ago he

published a pamphlet magazine in

support of separate statehood for

Telangana and went to jail for run-

ning a magazine without RNA per-

mission. These two veterans spent a

major portion of their life in the serv-

ice of journalism. They lived jour-

nalism. Their memories will be cher-

ished for a long time to come.    

— Y. Narender Reddy

ADIEU 
TO TWO

VETERANS G.S. Varadachari K.L. Reddy 



e have in this book an ideal introduction to Bhim Rao Ambedkar's

life and politics. It is a lucid and brief account of a politician and

an intellectual, and he stands his ground on both grounds. Shashi

Tharoor has used his facility for good writing to bring to a younger

generation of readers about a man who needs to be known, and to

know him in realistic hues. Tharoor treads the ground with a sense

of fairness. He shows the humiliation that Ambedkar had to go

through at all stages of his life, from school to his first job in

Baroda after he returned from the United States with a highly-rated

doctorate in economics from the Columbia University and again as

lecturer of economics in then Bombay's Sydenham College. There

were faint silver-linings in this story of struggle and deprivation

through the benign role played by Sir Sayaji Rao gaekwad, the

Maharaja of Baroda, who sup-

ported Ambedkar's college

education through a stipend of

Rs. 25 on the recommendation

of Marathi scholar K.A.

Keluskar, and then again gave

a scholarship amount of 11.50

pounds a month to pursue his

post-graduation and doctorate

in New York.

And unlike many other

contemporary leaders in the

country whose interest in

political, economic, philo-

sophical ideas was dilettant-

ish, and I think Jawaharlal

Nehru should be included in

these ranks, Ambedkar was

serious in grappling with

ideas. And his engagement

with the arguments of

American philosopher John

Dewey, or Italian Marxist

Antonio gramsci or British

political theorist Harold Laski

Was Ambedkar Gandhi's
best critic or worst?
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was serious, and he brought the fine-

ly hewed intellectual approach to the

debates about the Constitution of

India in the Constituent Assembly.

His intellectual rigour marked him

out from other politicians. It seems

to be the case that his intellectual

stature remains an elusive factor for

his admirers and detractors. Tharoor

gives an admirable outline of the

intellectual influences on Ambedkar,

which would help the reader to

appreciate much better the argu-

ments of the man who is rightly

respected but rarely understood.

Ambedkar could have remained

an ideal intellectual, teaching in a

college or university and could have

written incisive tomes on the history

and economy of India. But given his

situation he could not have remained

the proverbial ivory-tower intellec-

tual. It can be said that he was pulled

into the political whirlpool, and he

had to make difficult choices. It is

because of his intellectual outlook,

that he could see through the prob-

lems of gandhian politics though he

was not the only one to do so.

Ambedkar placed himself apart from

Congress politics. He could have

joined the Congress party but by

then gandhi's dominance of the

Congress had begun. So, he attended

the first All-India Conference of the

Untouchables in Nagpur in May

1920.

After a two-year break when he

pursued his second doctorate in eco-

nomics from London Univresity

while earning a barrister degree as

well, he returned to Bombay and set

himself up as a lawyer. And he con-

tinued with his political programme

of reaching out to fellow-

Untouchables. In 1924, he set up the

Bahishkrit Hitakarini Sabha and

involved prominent Hindu

(Brahmin) leaders in top positions of

the organisation. But he soon found

that apart from reformist gestures,

nothing more was happening. In

1927, the governor of Bombay nom-

inated him to the provisional legisla-

tive council. His politics then takes a

different turn. Ambedkar continues

to argue for the cause of the

Untouchable from within the admin-

istrative framework. This was

inevitable because had he been a

member of the Congress, it would

have been difficult for him to fight

for the Untouchable in an uncompro-

mising way. What he wanted to

ensure was constitutional rights of

the Untouchables in their own right,

and not as part of a patronising

reformist agenda of the Congress

under gandhi.

Tharoor notes Ambedkar's hostil-

ity towards gandhi, which became

personal, and he feels that Ambedkar

should have overcome his personal

hostility. It is a fair observation but

not a judgment given the fact that

Ambedkar was pushed to a corner at

many points by his fellow-politi-

cians because of his Untouchable

status.

The importance and greatness of

Ambedkar cannot be settled by com-

paring him with gandhi, either

favourably or unfavourably.

Ambedkar remains a great leader in

his own right because of his undilut-

ed belief in constitutional principles

as the guiding force of Independent

India's polity. It is of course a purely

intellectual belief and he stands out

as a man whose political acts were

derived from ideas. It is a rare model

of an intellectual-politician. And that

is why he remains an Olympian fig-

ure, distant from his followers and

critics.

Gandhiji and Ambedkar at the Round Table Conference in London in 1931
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ournalists and editors have to be very careful

of traps, particularly media working to

expose big shots. The powers that be uncom-

fortable with you or your writings will lay a

trap to fix you. This is a lesson we have to

remember always. But we have to remember

also that as a responsible media our job is to

check and cross-check our facts before using

them. In these challenging times for inde-

pendent media, we have seen how govern-

ments at the centre and states have shown

their disrespect for the freedom of media and

number of cases has been filed against jour-

nalists without any evidence against them.

Now the whole story of the news portal Wire

publishing and withdrawing the stories about

IT cell head of BJP Amit Malviya allegedly

bestowed with special privileges to take

down posts of others on Instagram was a

grave mistake. The Wire is headed by all sea-

soned editor/journalists like Siddharth

varadarajan, M K venu and Sidharth Bhatia.

The Wire published on October 10 a big

investigative story titled "If BJP's Amit

Malviya Reports Your Post, Instagram Will

Take it Down - No Questions Asked" with by

line of Jahnavi Sen. The follow-up story was

published on October 11 with the byline of

Jahnavi Sen and Siddharth varadarajan and

another follow-up came on October 15 with

byline of  Devesh Kumar who was working

as a consultant in Wire. Subsequently he was

accused by Wire of fabricated an email from

a senior Singapore-based Instagram execu-

tive that led all to believe that it was a legiti-

mate source. The Wire alleged he has "malin-

tent towards the Wire and its editors and

staff", and claimed that he "confessed" of

fabricating all material. The Wire took the

story down on October 23, and issued an

apology on October 27 and said "In the life of

any publication, an occasion may come when

it is misinformed. The moral test is whether

the publication persists or speaks the truth.

We chose the latter when we realized we had

been given fraudulent information." The

Wire filed a complaint with Delhi Police

against the former consultant Devesh Kumar

who allegedly supplied fabricated material

on Instagram and its parent company Meta

with intent to harm the Wire and its employ-

ees and damage its reputation. It is rare for a

media outlet filing a police complained

against its staff for fabricating the electronic

documents to defame it. If it is true then Wire

editors failed to understand it and accepted it

without going for rigorous editorial checks.

They cannot escape the blame by passing the

buck to their weakest link and they have to be

accountable for the mistake. 

But after they accepted their folly the way

the police in a democratic nation conducted

searches at the news portal office and the

homes of the Wire founders, Siddharth

varadarajan and Sidharth Bhatia and their

founding editor M K venu and deputy editor

Jahnavi Sen in Delhi and Mumbai is ques-

tionable. The police confiscated mobile

phones, computers, laptops and iPads with-

out giving its hash value in spite of requests

made for them. violating the red line of

entering the news room and seizure of the

electronic device used by their editors and

journalists is not acceptable in a country

which claims to be a free democracy as these

devices have sensitive information of their

other journalistic sources and other stories

and their confidentiality cannot be compro-

mised in any cost.                 

In this whole saga one lesson to be

learned by media and its editors is that when

you are working on a investigative story par-

ticularly on the ruling establishment and their

leaders or officials you should double-check

all evidence and it should pass through a rig-

orous editorial scrutiny before publishing or

broadcasting. We as journalists have the

responsibility to not only fully stand on our

facts but also ensure that the faith of people

on media is not shattered. 
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