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he case of MediaOne TV news channel is cause for both

anguish and elation. That the Kerala based news channel

which had been forced to shut by the Union government could

not get relief from the Kerala High Court at two stages is a

cause for despair. That the Supreme Court thought it fit to immediately

rectify the situation is reason for hope. 

The comments by Justice D. Y. Chandrachud as the head of the three

judge Supreme Court bench which stayed the Union Government’s

order revoking the licence of the channel are particularly heartening. He

said, "how do they defend themselves? Disclose your files to them...

What is the difficulty in disclosing files? It is after all a license to run a

TV channel... Disclose the files". This order was necessitated because

the government had submitted its response in a sealed cover to the apex

court as they had done earlier before Kerala High Court arguing that the

reasons for denial of security clearance are sensitive and secretive in

nature. On the same day in another case Chief Justice of India Justice

N. V. Ramana also made it clear that the court was against the sealed

cover practice. 

The Kerala High Court order caused such alarm that some MPs and

prominent persons including advocates, journalists and social activists

issued a statement, saying that basing the verdict on sealed or secret

documents went against "the basic principles of natural justice". They

pointed out that the said principles mandate that in any process of

adjudication, especially one that involves fundamental rights,

evidence "must be shared with both parties to the dispute."  

Governments or courts resorting to sealed cover practice is like

sanctioning a fight between two persons, one of them with night

vision glasses, in a dark room. This is particularly abhorrent when

issues relating article 19 are involved. The Supreme Court has clar-

ified more than once freedom of media is an extension of the free-

dom of expression guaranteed under article 19 (1)(a). Hence the

sealed cover jurisprudence is one that denies fundamental rights. Not

only that, as eminent lawyer Prasant Bhushan put, it is also gross vio-

lation of principles of natural justice. In MediaOne case Justice

Chandrachud said the court would like to examine the larger issue of

'sealed cover jurisprudence'. We may well hope that this unde-

mocratic practice that gained notoriety during the time of

Justice Ranjan Gogoi will be done away with and restrict-

ed to occasions of utmost sensitivity. 

T

Editor
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T
elangana State Union of

Working Journalists

(TUWJ) has demanded the

State government to restore

the journalists health scheme (JHS)

and implement it properly to provide

health services to journalists in all

super specialty hospitals under gov-

ernment and corporate sectors. 

The extended Executive

Committee of TUWJ which met on

27th March at Hyderabad under the

chairmanship of N. Shekhar,

President of TUWJ, lamented that

the Finance Minister neither men-

tioned nor allocated any funds to the

JHS in the State budget, presented

recently in the State Legislative

Assembly. The executive committee

has decided to meet Finance

Minister and Health Minister in a

large delegation to demand for the

implementation of JHS.  TUWJ has

extended its full support and solidar-

ity to the all India strike proposed by

trade unions and bank employees

associations. The meeting has also

demanded the State government to

allot house sites and double bedroom

houses to all eligible scribes in the

state.

TUWJ has also resolved to chalk

out an agitation programme in order

to bring pressure on the government

for redressal of problems being faced

by journalist community in the state.

The meeting was attended by K.

Sreenivas Reddy, President, IJU, Y.

Narender Reddy, Secretary, IJU. D.

Krushna Reddy, K. Satyanarayana,

M.A. Majid, NEC members partici-

pated in the meeting. K. Virahath

Ali, General Secretary, TUWJ pre-

sented his report on union activities.

The Executive Meeting has decided

to organise district conferences in all

the districts by May 7.

Hyderabad press Club team

Felicitated 

The newly elected Executive

Committee of Press Club, Hyder-

abad was felicitated by Telangana

State Union of Working Journalists

(TUWJ) in its extended Executive

Committee meeting held on 27th

March. In elections for the govern-

ing body of the Press Club held on

13th March the panel supported by

TUWJ-IJU was elected with thump-

ing majority.   Responding to the

felicitation President L. Venugopal

Naidu, General Secretary, R.

Ravikanth Reddy, Vice-President

Vanaja, Joint Secretaries P.Hari

Prasad, Ramesh Vaitla, and

Treasurer A. Rajesh thanked the

union for supporting them in the

election. 

TUWJ Demands Health Insurance

The Executive Comm-

ittee of TUWJ celebrat-

ed 200th year of Urdu

Journalism on 27th

March by felicitating

prominent Urdu editors

in Hyderabad.  Mr Amir

Ali Khan, Editor, Siasat

daily, Mr. Shoukath Ali, Editor,

Bharath News and Mr. M.A.

Majid, Senior Editor, 4 TV, Urdu

News Channels were felicitated.

Speaking on the occasion K.

Sreenivas Reddy, President, IJU

congratulated all Urdu journalists

in the country. IJU and its affiliat-

ed unions in all the states will con-

tinue to extend all support for the

development of Urdu journalism,

he said. Urdu editors thanked IJU

for its support. They said Urdu

journalism had contributed to

freedom struggle and later devel-

opment of the nation.

Y. Narender Reddy

UrdU editors HonoUred
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he Indian Journalists

Union (IJU) has

severely condemned

the barbaric act of

Madhya Pradesh Police

who paraded journal-

ists half naked. The shameful inci-

dent happened on April 2 where MP

police of Sidhi district have assault-

ed some YouTube journalists and

detained them half naked in Kotwali

police station for 18 hours before

releasing them.

In a statement IJU President K.

Sreenivas Reddy and Secretary

General Balwinder Singh Jammu

demanded immediate suspension of

police officers responsible for the

brutal act pending a high level

inquiry into the incident. 

Some journalists went to Kotwali

Police station to enquire about the

arrest of a theatre artist for allegedly

making indecent remarks against

BJP MLA Kedarnath Singh where

the uncivilised treatment of police

awaited them. The incident came to

light as a photo of them in half naked

condition has gone viral.

The IJU leaders described as

shameful the statement of Sidhi

Superintendent of Police that those

arrested were not journalists and

stripping them in the police station

was normal. Instead of taking action

against the police the SP said he

would identify the person who took

the photo and take action. 

The IJU leaders pointed out the

statement of Kanishk Tiwari, one of

the journalists in the photo that he

was targeted for his critical reporting

on the local MLA and police on his

YouTube channel  'mpsandesh-

news24' with a subscriber base of

over 170K. Kanishk Tiwari has also

been reporting to News Nation

Media channel. 

The IJU leaders appealed to the

Government of Madhya Pradesh to

take stern action against the police

responsible and the higher officials

who supported them so that it serves

as lesson to others.   

assault on Journalists

The Indian Journalists Union (IJU)

has strongly condemned the assault

on journalists covering a Hindu

Mahapanchayt at Burari in the out-

skirts of Delhi and questioned the

delay on the part of Delhi Police in

taking action against the culprits. 

The Delhi Police so far have reg-

istered 4 FIRs relating to the devel-

opments at the Mahapanchayat

where open calls were given by

some people who are out on bail in

Haridwar hate speech case, to take

up arms against Muslims and the

journalists there covering the event

were attacked.  In a statement K.

Sreenivas Reddy and Balwinder

Singh Jammu took exception to the

fact that no arrests have been made

so far despite booking 4 FIRs. They

also questioned the rationale behind

booking an FIR against journalists

for tweeting facts about the happen-

ings at Burari Mahapanchayat.

It is most unfortunate that the

Delhi Police besides allowing the

gathering to proceed for hours with-

out permission have remained mute

spectators to the assault by unruly

elements against journalists, the IJU

leaders said. They demanded imme-

diate action against all those who are

responsible for the attack. 

T

IJU Condemns Police Excesses
IJU leaders demanded immediate suspension of police officers responsible

for the brutal act pending a high level inquiry into the incident
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Urdu Journalism:
Marvellous 200 Years

rdu journalism completed a glorious peri-

od of 200 years. Starting in early 19th cen-

tury the growth of Urdu journalism in

India was intertwined with the freedom

movement. It may come as a surprise to

many in today's society where Urdu is

increasingly seen as identified with a par-

ticular faith that many publishers and edi-

tors were Hindus who started Urdu daily

news papers and periodicals. 

The first newspaper of Urdu language

was Jam-i-Jahan-Numa. It was founded by

Harihar Dutta on 27th March in 1822 in

Calcutta. This weekly paper was edited by

Sadasukhlal. This newspaper was the

gateway of vernacular journalism in the

country. On 14th January 1850, Munshi

Harsukh Rai established the weekly

Kohinoor. In 1858, Manbir Kabiruddin

published the Urdu Guide. It was the first

Urdu daily from Calcutta. Oudh Akhbar

by Munshi Nawal Kishore was the first

Urdu newspaper from the city of Nawabs

and culture - Lucknow. It was also started

in 1858. There was a proliferation in Urdu

journalism from the 1850s till

Independence in 1947.  

Delhi was the hub of Urdu journalism.

Many Urdu journalists were freedom

fighters. Maulvi Muhammed Baqar was

the first journalist martyr who was tied to

a canon and blown to bits and pieces by

the British during freedom struggle.  The

first Urdu newspapers of Delhi were

Fawaid-ul-Nazarin and Kiran-us-Sadai.

They were founded by Rama Chandra in

1852. The Urdu press in Delhi was highly

critical of the British government. The

Urdu Akhbar, edited by Syed Hasan high-

lighted many civic issues like drainage,

sanitation, adulteration of food and more

importantly corruption. The Mughal rule

was on its last legs and the British started

injecting the poison of corruption and

communalism from 1850s. 

Founded in 1877 by Sajid Hussain,

Oudh Punch was the first humour maga-

zine in Urdu. The first women's journal in

Urdu was Akhbar-un-Nisa. Darul Sultanat,

one of the most important newspapers of

19th century was started in 1881 by

Shaikh Ahsanullah Sandagiri Dehlawi

from Kolkata. Mathura Prasad Savmar

was its Editor. It started as a weekly but

later it was converted into a bi-weekly and

then a tri-weekly.

It is significant to note that Urdu jour-

nalism took on a robust nationalistic tone

towards the turn of the 20th century.

Zameendar was started from Lahore in

1903. It was the first Urdu newspaper to

subscribe to news agencies. Zameendar

was passionately nationalistic. Its circula-

tion was over 30,000 copies. In 1902,

Maulvi Sanaullah Khan started the weekly

Watan, meaning motherland. Watan was

highly nationalistic and continued its pub-

lication for 33 years. Freedom fighter

Maulana Muhammad Ali Jauhar started

Naqeeb-e-Hamdard in 1912. 

The greatest Urdu periodical of that

time was Al Hilal, started by Maulana

Abul Kalam Azad at a very young age.

The weekly Al-Hilal created political and

religious consciousness among the

Muslims of the sub-continent. It was one

of first Urdu newspapers which stressed

on content and presentation including the

layout and design. It was similar to

Egyptian newspapers. But its greatest

value lay in its content. It was known for

its usage of new language, idiom and style

of expression. Maulana Azad became the

first Education Minister in Independent

Dr Ahmed
Mohiuddin Siddiqui

Former Principal
Correspondent, 

Deccan Chronicle,
Hyderabad 

U
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India. In 1919, the Pratap was start-

ed in Lahore by Mahshe Krishna. It

strongly supported Mahatma

Gandhi's policies and the fight of

Indian National Congress against the

British Raj. As a result of govern-

ment harassment it had to suspend

publication several times. It had cre-

ated great influence among the Urdu

reading Hindus of Punjab and Delhi. 

In 1923, Swami Shraddhanand

established the Tej. Lala

Deshbandhu Gupta was the Editor. It

was widely read in Rajasthan, U.P.

and Delhi. It was confiscated several

times by the British government. It

was also banned in a number of

princely states. Pandit Jawaharlal

Nehru established the Qaumi Awaaz

in 1945.

Urdu journalism suffered heavily

during and after the unfortunate par-

tition. As reminded by IJU President

K Sreenivas Reddy and General

Secretary Balwinder Singh Jammu it

was Urdu journalism that gave the

nation the slogan 'Inquilab

Zindabad'. On completion of 200

years of Urdu Journalism the IJU

leaders have recently appealed to the

Union Government and state gov-

ernments to celebrate the occasion

officially and to encourage the Urdu

language. It is worth mentioning

here that the Government of Andhra

Pradesh recently has passed the

Official Languages (Amendment)

Bill to make Urdu the second official

language in the state. 

A cursory glance at the contribu-

tion of Urdu journalism and Urdu

journalists from 1940s onwards in

Hyderabad at the heart of Deccan

culture presents a long list of names

which cannot be accommodated here

for want of space. The Siasat,

Rahber -e- Deccan to Rahnuma -e-

Deccan, Munsif and Etemaad have

made significant contribution to the

vernacular media in Andhra Pradesh

and Telangana. Industrialist Nawab

Shah Alam Khan and his son

Mahboob Alam Khan brought out

Naveed -e- Deccan which became

popular but it stopped publication

after sometime. 

Nawab Abid Ali Khan and

Mahboob Hussian Jigar nurtured

Siasat into a credible and trustwor-

thy Urdu newspaper. Later, Zahed

Ali Khan and Zaheeruddin Ali Khan

were instrumental in modernizing

the newspaper apart from introduc-

ing Siasat in English and other lan-

guages in the 1990s. Presently

Zaheeruddin Ali Khan is steering the

newspaper as its Managing Editor. 

Munsif Daily's narration would

be incomplete without mentioning

its fiery founder Editor Mahmood

Ansari, the fearless editor who called

a spade a spade. Rahnuma -e-

Deccan in its earlier existence as

Rahber -e- Deccan was founded by

Syed Yousufuddin. Later, Syed

Vicaruddin, former chairman, Indo-

Arab League, took Rahnuma to new

heights. 

Urdu newspapers from different

parts of our country have been serv-

ing the readers of Urdu language by

highlighting national, state and local

issues. Prominent among these Urdu

newspapers are: Inquilab (Mumbai),

Salar (Bengaluru), Roznama Sahara

(Delhi and 8 other editions), Aag

(Lucknow), Hind Samachar

(Chandigarh, Jammu and Jalandhar),

Hindustan Express (Delhi), Urdu

Times, Kashmir Uzma (Srinagar),

Jadid Khabar (Delhi), Taasir (Delhi,

Patna, Bengaluru, Muzaffarpur,

Gangtok, Guwahati, Bhopal, Ranchi,

Howrah), Bhagalpur, Chennai),

Anwar -e- Quom (Lucknow, Kanpur,

Fatehpur) etc.   

The promotion of Urdu language

must go beyond token announce-

ments by governments. Concrete

measures must be taken to imple-

ment Urdu as second official lan-

guage at the Centre and the states.

The UPSC, Railway Recruitment

Board and state public service com-

missions must allow competitive

examinations to be taken in Urdu

language. The twin sisters Hindi -

Urdu make our beloved India flow

with sweetness of languages and

glow in unity in diversity!

— This is the modified version

of the article which appeared in

Beyond Headlines, New Delhi, by

the same author 

India's first Urdu newspaper Jam - E - Jahan - Numa
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First Case For ConstitUtional rigHts in independent india:

Expression cannot be
Curbed by Detention!

his is a case of court coming to the rescue

of freedom of life and personal liberty in

independent India. Constitution of India

clearly says "Laws inconsistent with the

provisions of the part on fundamental

rights shall to the extent of such incon-

sistency, be void". The court has to

examine the situation and declare the

laws as void because of violation of legal

safeguards. 

The Constitution came into existence

on 26th January 1950. Shortly before

that in Bombay some persons, who were

protesting some policies of the

Government had decided to go on hunger

strike and for that purpose were going on

in a procession. They were dispersed

with lathi charge. On the spot police had

arrested 43 persons and 22 were also

detained subsequently under Section 2,

Bombay Public Safety Measures Act,

1947. The Police alleged that arrested

persons were likely to commit acts of

violence and that if they were free, they

would be a threat to public safety and the

tranquillity of Bombay. After the arrests

the police commissioner sent them to

prison for 15 days.  Police argued it was

an unlawful assembly. The arrested per-

sons were not put up before any magis-

trate. The charge sheet was presented to

magistrate after enormous delay. They

were not produced before the Magistrate

for many days. 

The people have the right to protest

as part of freedom of speech and expres-

sion. They have the right to go in proces-

sion, which is also part of six civilian

rights under Article 19(1). The right to

move, form association, to reside, to

carry on profession, and right to meet

peacefully are the five rights in addition

to freedom of expression. Criminal

Procedure Code prescribed safeguards

for the arrested person from the police

excessive action. But all these safeguards

were violated. The position taken up by

the Superintendent of Police was that the

arrest of the applicant was under the

Security Act and that he was arrested in

the interest of public security. Police

Commissioner gave a statement in an

affidavit that "the procession was

stopped and arrests were affected, I had

satisfied myself that the persons arrested

had been present at the meeting and had

organised the procession. I therefore

ordered them to be detained for a period

of fifteen days."

Police Commissioner stated: "In fact

as admitted the detenu was not produced

before a Magistrate and no remand appli-

cation was made on his arrest since his

arrest and detention was under the

Bombay Public Security Measures Act."

The police were contesting that when

they invoke Security Act, they need not

Prof. Madabhushi
Sridhar 

Dean, School of Law,
Mahindra University. 

Former Central Information
Commissioner

Trail of
freedom 

TrialsT
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follow the safeguards under

Criminal Procedure Code. 

The Judges stated: An order of

detention under the Security Act can

only be justified in a Court of law

provided it is made bona fide: an

order of detention cannot be made

for an ulterior motive or for a collat-

eral purpose. The detaining authority

must only consider the objects for

which the Act was passed, and the

only consideration which must

weigh with the detaining authority is

public safety, maintenance of public

order, and the preservation of peace

and tranquillity in the Province of

Bombay. If in making the order his

mind is influenced by any considera-

tion extraneous to the Act, then the

order would be bad and cannot be

upheld. And the question that we

have to consider in this case is

whether in making the order the

Commissioner of Police was influ-

enced by any collateral purpose and

whether any extraneous factor

weighed on his mind when he made

the order. When we speak of an order

being made mala fide, it does not

mean that we attribute to the detain-

ing authority any improper motive.

An order is made mala fide when

there is malice in law although there

may be no malice in fact; and the

malice in law is to be inferred when

an order is made contrary to the

objects and purposes of the Security

Act or when the detaining authority

permits himself to be influenced by

considerations which he ought not to

permit".

The court noticed that police ini-

tially investigated as per the

Criminal Procedure Code, but later

they did not want to carry on the

investigation under the supervision

of the Court.  The court has drawn an

inference that the purpose of detain-

ing the applicant, or at least one of

the purposes of detaining the appli-

cant, was a collateral purpose, and

that was to deprive him of his rights

and safeguards under the Criminal

Procedure Code and to carry on an

investigation without the supervision

of the Court.

The court said: "It is not permis-

sible to the authorities, under the

cloak and guise of the Public

Security Measures Act, to override

the ordinary criminal law of the land

and to deprive the subjects of the

safeguards provided under the law. If

this was permissible, indeed a very

serious situation would arise in this

Province. It would mean that it

would be open to the police to inves-

tigate into every cognisable case,

without the safeguards provided by

the law, by merely detaining the

accused and then carrying on inves-

tigation secretly and without provid-

ing to the accused the protection

which the law gives him.

"In our opinion, when the detain-

ing authority makes up his mind to

detain a person who is alleged to

have committed an offence, then the

detaining authority has made his

choice and it would not be permissi-

ble to him to investigate the offence

while still keeping the person under

detention and not complying with

the provisions of the law with regard

to investigation. Of course, it would

be open to the detaining authorities

to carry on an investigation into the

offence provided they submit to the

provisions of the law in this respect."

Finally the bench held that the

order of detention is bad, and direct-

ed that the applicant should be set at

liberty immediately. The same result

will follow in all the applications as

the facts are identical with the appli-

cation which we have dealt with.

The six freedoms under Article

19(1) deal with six kinds of expres-

sion- to move, to reside, to form an

association, to go in procession with-

out violence, to carry on a profes-

sion, besides the first right to free-

dom of speech. In this case almost

all the aspects of personal liberty

were covered. 

The Bombay communists fought

against Police Commissioner to

prove that they cannot abuse their

power of detention without follow-

ing the procedure prescribed under

Criminal Procedure Code. 

Bombay High Court ordered

release of communists who were

indefinitely detained under Bombay

Public Security Measures Act. This

case Maledath Bharathan Malyali vs

The Commissioner of Police was

decided on 8 February, 1950. AIR

1950 Bom 202. (https://indi-

ankanoon.org/doc/483135/)

This is the first ever case for

being an example of how the

Judiciary interprets the law and pro-

tects the rights of the people who

cannot afford to go to the courts of

law. This was the judgment along

with some more judicial orders strik-

ing down the laws and actions of the

police or state that led to the first

amendment putting curbs on the

freedom of six kinds. 
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ow public opinion is formed has been

one of the primary concerns of demo-

cratic politics from the earliest years. In

modern democracies, perceptions about

public figures, governance, and politi-

cians are entirely managed by media

discourses figuring on various distribu-

tion platforms.

A series of articles in Al Jazeera on

the role played by the social media plat-

form, Face Book, reveal to us how the

Indian electoral process that was cap-

tured by the corporate media in India is

now being orchestrated by a more pow-

erful, out of control global corporation.

The tragedy, and travesty, of Indian

democracy lie in the fact that the Indian

corporate media is in sync with the

interests of the global capital, both

ensuring that information field is over-

whelmingly skewed in favour of one

side.

Till about the mid 1980s when few

television channels, radio channels and

newspapers were dominant forms of

communication, fairness of coverage

and providing more or less equal time

for major political parties and their lead-

ers was an accepted norm in most elec-

toral democracies, including the United

States. In mid 1980s, even as the first

stirrings of satellite cable were begin-

ning to show in the media market in the

USA, President Reagan pushed through

the deregulation programme that loos-

ened the controls on market domination

that existed till then.

The globalisation, liberalisation that

followed saw a spate of media privatisa-

tion policies across the globe, exporting

the ratings driven media management to

several countries. Under the grand

claims of free speech, media in countries

like India summarily threw out fair prac-

tices that were in place till then such as

the equal time requirement to all politi-

cal parties, and fairness of coverage

norms.

By the turn of the century, in the first

decade, the television industry in India

saw phenomenal expansion, the more

vocal chunk of it either under the direct

or proxy control of political parties or

their leaders. Many of them were in the

market for political reasons, even if they

were not making profits. Several other

channels made windfall profits by run-

ning paid for current affairs debate pro-

grammes rigged to favour some and dis-

credit the rivals. Others got into the fray

to conduct exit polls and to prematurely

create noise favourable to their political

masters. 

Within the short span of a decade,

major institutions that were meant to

safeguard the electoral process lost their

Padmaja Shaw

The writer is a retired  
professor of journalism

from Osmania University,
Hyderabad. 

H
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way. Till the late 1990s, the Election

Commission of India and the Press

Council of India took the electoral

process seriously and would appoint

observers to report misuse of media.

After the 2009 paid news scandal,

and the Press Council of India's lack

of courage in confronting the big

media houses for their malpractices

in electoral coverage, instead of PCI

oversight working as a deterrent, it

has normalised the corruption.

The Election Commission failed

to check the kind of resources raised

and spent by the candidates and par-

ties, primarily through electoral

bonds, and feigned ignorance of the

unprecedented scale on which candi-

dates were spending on various

forms of advertising on a much more

complex web of platforms. The

Election Commission seems not too

enthusiastic about implementing its

own rules regarding political parties

and candidates reporting their

expenditure on social media plat-

forms. 

The free hand Indian corporate

media acquired to conduct a free-for-

all farce of media coverage during

the elections, overwhelmingly

favouring some political parties and

maligning those they do not favour

under the benign watch of the

Election Commission is as normal

today as the blatant promotion of

fake news and distorted debates. The

situation is allowed to slide so far

that any talk of fairness doctrine or

equal coverage principle of yester-

years appears like impractical nos-

talgia. Much like the notion of non-

partisan journalism. 

The corporate media have been

disconnected from the concerns of

ordinary voters, which was repeated-

ly demonstrated by P Sainath in

many of his talks. The mainstream

media in recent years has moved on

from ghosts and obesity clinics to

incendiary communal spin, demonis-

ing, and orchestrating hate cam-

paigns against religious minorities.

In times of lull, they indulge in

witch-hunts against popular Hindi

film personalities.

But since 2014, a new potent

ingredient has come into the infor-

mation mix - social media in the

avatar of Face Book and Twitter. The

2014 general election saw unprece-

dented use of technologies from vir-

tual hologram meetings to Twitter

and Face Book multiplying the polit-

ical messages many-fold to reach

vastly dispersed voter base. Unlike

the mainstream media, the social

media algorithms make it vastly eas-

ier to specifically target individual

voters. 

In both 2014 and 2019 elections,

despite the rules of the Election

Commission requiring the reporting

of expenditure on social media

advertising, none of the political par-

ties did. The election expenditures

reported in 2014 election and the

media coverage of various political

players in that election tell their own

story. If the BJP MPs declared

6589.22 lakhs as received from the

party, the Indian National Congress

MPs declared 403.60 lakhs as the

amount received. https://adrindia.

org/content/lok-sabha-2014-elec-

tion-expenditure-analysis-declara-

tion-lumpsum-amounts-political-

parties

The CMS survey on 2014 elec-

tion coverage revealed that the then

sitting Prime Minister, Dr

Manmohan Singh, got 143 minutes

of television coverage compared to

the 2575 minutes coverage to

Narendra Modi. 

The 2019 election witnessed the

weaponization of fake news and

malicious coverage on an industrial

scale by the paid troll farms created

by political parties, peddling their

fare on social media. The Election

Commission of India decided to

slide into a cosy relationship with

Face Book allowing it to run a cam-

paign for voter registration through

its platform. Face Book, with its

3600 profile of individuals on its

platform was channelling registra-

tion for new voters.

In addition to this, it is now

revealed in the Al Jazeera reports

that Face Book played an active role

in weeding out accounts of opposi-

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
and Mark
Zuckerberg,
chief executive
officer of
Facebook,
embrace at the
conclusion of a
town hall 
meeting at
Facebook
headquarters
in Menlo Park,
California on
Sept. 27, 2015
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tion parties and allowing proxy

organisations of the ruling party to

run political advertisements,

including some blatant fake news

items, disguised as news. Face

Book earned crores even after run-

ning the ads for the ruling party at

a discount, when compared to the

rates it allowed for the opposition

entities. The reason, we are told, is

that the Face Book algorithms are

geared to setting the ad rates based

on the levels of engagement the

items create. Essentially favouring

"news" that creates hate, spreads

falsehood, and that is pushed on an

industrial scale by using troll

farms, thus ensuring engagement.

Some of the "news" was coming

from organisations owned by

Reliance. 

It is impossible to believe that

Face Book allowed this without

any knowledge of the players or

the consequences of its ad policies.

Even after the public debate

these revelations created and the

Parliamentary Committee on

Information Technology raising

these issues repeatedly, the

Election Commission so far has

remained silent.  To preserve the

integrity of an electoral democracy,

free and fair elections are a basic

requirement. The Election

Commission has remained a mute

spectator to the serious lapses in

the electoral process - voter sup-

pression, unprotected data of vot-

ers, electoral bonds, lakhs of miss-

ing EVMs, violations of model

code, and the severely skewed

information landscape. Now with

the entry of global corporations

into the core operations of the elec-

toral process, how safe is the sov-

ereignty of Indian democracy and

what will the Election Commission

do to safe guard it? 

A
day after the Supreme

Court stayed the decision

of the Union Government

canceling the security clearance of

Malayalam news channel

MediaOne, the channel on March

16 resumed telecast. 

A three judge bench headed by

Justice D. Y. Chandrachud has pro-

nounced the interim order on

March 15 and allowed the channel

to resume broadcast.

During the hearing Justice

Chandrachud said he was averse to

sealed cover jurisprudence. He

asked Additional Solicitor General

S V Raju, who appeared for the

government, why the files could

not be shown to the other side.

"Their business is being shut

down. Disclose the files to them.

They are running a channel. What

is the difficulty to produce the

files," asked Justice Chandrachud.

The bench, which included

Justices Surya Kant and Vikram

Nath, was hearing a plea filed by

Madhyamam Broadcasting Ltd,

which owns the channel, challeng-

ing the Kerala High Court's March

2 order upholding the Centre's

decision to bar telecast, following

the Ministry of Home Affairs'

refusal to grant security clearance.

"At the present stage, we are of

the view that a case for the grant of

interim relief has been made out

on behalf of the petitioners, having

due regard to the contents of the

files which have been perused by

the court. We accordingly order

and direct that pending further

orders, the order of the Union gov-

ernment dated 31 January 2022,

revoking the security clearance

which was granted to the petition-

er, Madhyamam Broadcasting

Limited, shall remain stayed. The

petitioners shall be permitted to

continue operating the news and

current affairs TV channel called

MediaOne on the same basis on

which the channel was being oper-

ated immediately prior to the revo-

cation of the clearance on 31

January 2022," said the Court.

MediaOne
Resumes Telecast
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Despite being a widely celebrated figure in India's protracted 
freedom struggle, Bhagat Singh's role as a fearless and pio-

neering journalist at the time is often overlooked

hagat Singh is widely venerated as a radical thinker;

political revolutionary; a great intellectual, despite his

young age; and a martyr, who was reading Lenin in his

last moments before being hanged in a Lahore jail on

March 23, 1931. However, he is seldom celebrated as a

journalist; an identity that was quite intrinsic to his criti-

cal thinking, individuality and revolutionary integrity. Indeed, the think-

ing aspect of his personality - which made him stand out markedly from

B

Bhagat Singh: An
Unsung Hero of

Political Journalism

Naren Singh Rao

The writer is a 

Delhi-based media educator and

social commentator 

Bhagat Singh
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among all modern political revolu-

tionaries - manifested itself, to a

large extent, through his journalistic

endeavours.  

Singh was a committed, multi-

lingual journalist. He frequently pro-

duced politically charged and social-

ly-rooted writings on several press-

ing contemporary issues. He mostly

wrote in three languages: Punjabi,

Urdu, and Hindi and, occasionally,

in English.  

Singh was a trained journalist

who started young. He began his

journalistic journey working as an

apprentice with well-known media

organisations of his time, like Pratap

and Vir Arjun. Significantly, he

honed his journalistic craft under the

editorship of Ganesh Shankar

Vidyarthi, a pioneer of radical jour-

nalism in India and a solid Gandhian

political activist. 

In his short, creative and mean-

ingful journalistic career - which

coincided with and ran parallel to his

revolutionary political life - Singh,

in varying capacities, was associated

with more than a dozen prestigious

newspapers and magazines that were

published from different parts of the

country. These included Kirti,

Pratap, Maharathi, Vir Arjun,

Matwala, Prabha, Akali, Chand,

Bande Mataram, among others.

Sadly, a substantial body of

Singh's journalism, it is believed, has

been lost to the ravages of unrecord-

ed history as he often wrote under

pseudonyms. The most common

pseudonyms that he used for bylines

were 'Vidrohi', 'B.S. Sindhu' and

'Balwant Singh'. Needless to say, he

was compelled to resort to this

method because, for most of his

active political and journalistic life,

he had to remain underground while

trying to escape the unjust scrutiny

of an oppressive and ruthless colo-

nial administration.

Over time, as Singh matured in

terms of a thinker, he assumed a sen-

ior editorial role. He went on to

serve in the editorial team of Kirti, a

reputed Punjabi magazine, for which

he worked with sincere dedication.

During this stint, - which lasted for

more than three years, from March

1925 to July 1928 - Singh functioned

as a seasoned and professional jour-

nalist, while vociferously propagat-

ing his progressive ideas far and

wide. 

More importantly, he seamlessly

blended his professional work with

his political education and, in turn,

lent a much-needed idealism, con-

viction and moral fibre to the radical

tradition of Indian journalism.

Indeed, the freedom movement

against the British colonial regime in

India was replete with several illus-

trious examples of freedom fighters

running small newspapers across

India in various languages; against

all odds.

Significantly, Singh's journalism

frequently rattled the reactionary

conformism of the ruling elite of the

time. This is best illustrated by the

fact that following his publication of

an article titled, 'Introduction to the

Heroes of Kakori' in Kirti in 1927, -

which instantly became a huge sen-

sation nationwide - annoyed British

officials went to the absurd and vin-

dictive extent of hounding and

arresting him. 

Surely, his journalism - which

was deeply imbued with Marxist

ethics and liberationist fervour -

expressly sought to inform and edu-

cate the masses about the nuances of

the humanist, transformative and

creative aspects of radical politics.

This is best exemplified in one of his

finest journalistic works, titled,

'Azadi Ki Bheint Shahaadatein

(Sacrifices for Freedom)', published

in Kirti in 1927. He spelled out the

objective of this series in the follow-

ing words:

"Our aim is to write a chronolog-

ical narrative of the agitations by the

leaders even while publishing their

biographies so that our readers can

understand how consciousness was

born in Punjab, and how the work

was carried on and to what purpose,

and what was the ideology for which

those martyrs gave up their lives."

Indeed, his journalistic career

was marked by relentless courage as

his efforts expressly took on the

world's mightiest political power at

the time - the British colonial admin-

istration, which was infamous for

employing its repressive state appa-

ratus against political dissidents

most brutally and indiscriminately.

Therefore, in this sense, it can

well be argued that Singh's journalis-

tic career is one of the most seminal,

idealistic and glorious chapters of

Indian journalism during the pro-

tracted freedom struggle in which

the revolutionaries played a glorious

and dynamic role.

Even during his jail term, Singh's

passionate romance with journalism

did not cease to exist. Indeed, his let-

ters and articles continued to appear

March 23 was Bhagat Singh 
death anniversary 
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in newspapers and magazines. It is

worth mentioning here that some of

his most famous political works,

such as, Why I am an Atheist, Letter

to Young Political Workers, and Jail

Notebook, were written while he

was in prison.

Sadly, Singh's journalism has

remained one of the most under-

researched aspects of his life and,

therefore, his significant contribu-

tion as a pioneering journalist in dif-

ficult times continues to be largely

ignored. Moreover, he has been basi-

cally reduced to a mere 'political rev-

olutionary who was hanged'. 

It is important to reiterate that he

was a Marxist political thinker and

all his revolutionary actions were

invariably guided by his deep, criti-

cal thinking and knowledge about

politics, culture and society, while

reading and absorbing the life and

times of great leaders like Lenin,

who changed the course of history.

That is why he firmly believed that,

''…the sword of revolution is sharp-

ened on the whetting stone of ideas.'' 

One of the major reasons why

Singh's journalism has been left

ignored is a kind of pronounced ide-

ological bias. The fact remains that

the mainstream history of the Indian

press has largely been written from

two perspectives: the Nationalist and

the Gandhian. Singh's journalism -

which is critical, radical and more

attuned to the Marxist school of

thought - was not in sync with the

nationalism of the times and

Gandhian values. As a matter of fact,

due to the same ideological bias, the

journalism of the likes of B. R.

Ambedkar also remains routinely

invisibilised.

Nevertheless, Singh's writings

are some of the most progressive and

enduring legacies of journalism

which need to be preserved and

researched with academic rigour. His

writings convey the message that in

times of political repression, an act

of speaking truthfully to power

through the art and craft of journal-

ism is an act of tangible, historic,

political intervention. 

In the context of our contempo-

rary times, when sections of the

mainstream media - especially cer-

tain television channels - ritualisti-

cally disseminate crass propaganda

and fake news, spread the poison of

communalism day and night, and

tear apart the pluralistic and secular

social fabric of the country in the

most grotesque manner,  Singh's

journalism assumes greater signifi-

cance and relevance. Therefore, his

precious body of work should be

included in our education and

knowledge systems; it should be

taught, cherished and celebrated

across the length and breadth of this

vast country which still holds, in the

core of its heart and soul, the original

doctrine of Unity in Diversity.   

This article first appeared in

The Wire
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he media, which we were led to believe

is the fourth pillar of democracy, clearly

abdicated its responsibility as a dispas-

sionate purveyor of news in the nearly

year-long run-up to the recently con-

cluded elections to five Vidhan Sabhas

in the country. Large sections of the

media, particularly the cable/satellite

TV news channels in Hindi, turned into

a willing accomplice to the Bharatiya

Janata Party. Indeed, it would be fair to

say that the electronic media space,

online messaging and digital media

were amplifiers of the BJP's messaging. 

India had 392 TV news channels in

2021, according to a report by the

Reuters Institute for the Study of

Journalism at the University of Oxford

in the United Kingdom. Most of the

channels are in regional languages,

while there are 38 TV news channels in

Hindi, and 10 English news channels. 

"Indian media are extremely diverse,

with thousands of outlets operating in

multiple languages. Much of the media

is controlled by large, for-profit corpora-

tions, many of them privately held, and

mainly funded by advertising. But these

business models are being disrupted by

a rapid shift to online consumption - and

the impact of COVID-19.

"Legacy print news brands, includ-

ing the most popular in the survey -

Times of India, Hindustan Times, and

The Hindu - and newspapers in general,

have borne the brunt of the slowdown.

The pandemic has hit print circulation

and decreased advertisements, leading

companies to slash salaries, cut jobs,

and close editions across the country

due to the drastic decline in economic

activity in one of the world's strictest

lockdowns. The industry has also had to

cope with reduced government and

commercial advertisement spending,

which fell by more than half since the

start of the pandemic. Leading news

channel NDTV announced salary cuts

Media is now complicit
with the BJP in its

designs for the nation



for a time, while digital born-opera-

tor The Quint furloughed staff and

was forced to close its planned TV

division after three years' unsuccess-

ful attempts to get a broadcasting

licence," Anjana Krishnan, a

research associate at the Asian

College of Journalism in Chennai,

Tamil Nadu and author of the report,

says. 

Most of the TV news channels

are owned by corporate houses like

Reliance Industries, which owns the

News 18 channels. The Zee News

bouquet of channels are owned by

Subhash Chandra, a Rajya Sabha

MP who got his sinecure in the

Upper House of Parliament with

support from the BJP, so you can be

sure that Mr. Chandra's channels

have become extensions of the BJP's

messaging, especially in the run-up

to the recently state assembly elec-

tions. 

Anything that the opposition par-

ties said was analysed to show such

parties in the poorest possible light.

To wit, Samajwadi Party leader

Akhilesh Yadav's off-the-cuff com-

ment mentioning Mohammed Ali

Jinnah, the founder of Pakistan, in

the same sentence along with Sardar

Vallabhai Patel and Rajiv Gandhi

was used as grist to run down Mr.

Yadav as being soft on Pakistan. The

dog whistle, clearly audible to all

except the simple-minded, was that

Mr. Yadav was leading a party that

favoured Muslims, so the only party

that looks out for the interests of the

Hindu community was the BJP. 

Yogi Adityanath, who took oath

as chief minister of Uttar Pradesh for

the second time on 25th March,

added his own secret sauce to the

toxic communal campaign, by say-

ing, with a figurative nod and a

wink, that the UP election would be

between the 80% and the 20%. The

dog whistle in the secret sauce was

that 20% of UP's population was

Muslim, but the TV channels spun it,

probably on Mr. Adityanath's

instructions, that he meant 80% of

the population believed in his gov-

ernment's development schemes,

while the balance were "disruptive

forces". 

As has been the case since at

least 2017, the Hindi and English

channels, barring a honourable

exception or two, booked Muslim

clergymen, not known for their ana-

lytical skills, to be shouted down,

implying that the entire community

was backward looking, against

change, and against development.

Ergo, they were anti-nationals if not

a Pakistani Fifth Column. The cun-

ning TV anchors did not mention the

community by name, but the dog

whistle could be heard loud and

clear. 

"Broadcast television channels,

like print media in India, are self-

regulated and often have strong

political affiliations and corporate

ownership, with no regulations on

cross-media ownership. A culture of

24×7 news channels operating on

'Breaking news' models and

polarised debates often distort and

sensationalise news. 

"In October 2020, news channels

faced a credibility crisis as their

Television Rating Points (TRPs)

published by the Broadcast

Audience Research Council (BARC)

came under scrutiny. Republic TV

and two Marathi entertainment chan-

nels were accused by the Mumbai

police of tampering with metering

devices installed in selected sample

households to boost their ratings.

Despite these accusations, the con-

siderable popularity enjoyed by

Republic TV's online and offline

platforms - which have both

increased considerably since our last

survey in 2019 - perhaps indicate the

growing popularity of right-wing

ideology propagated by the ruling

party in India," the Reuters Institute

report says. 

Mr. Yadav did not help his cause,

because he appeared to be enthralled

by the size of the crowds of potential

voters who attended his rally. Huge

crowds are never a good barometer

to the number of votes a political

party gets. Plus, Mr. Yadav was

directly challenging the personal

charisma of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, who appeared to

have taken the UP election campaign

in hand, given Mr. Adityanath's rep-

utation as a caste-addled monk who

believes that all the state's problems

can be solved by his police force. 

Mr. Yadav ran an aggressive

campaign, but his rallies were rarely

covered by the TV news media, par-

ticularly the Hindi and English chan-

nels. Only his public gaffes were

highlighted with almost endless
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debates in which the BJP spokespeo-

ple were allowed free rein to rubbish

Mr. Yadav's party as one that pro-

motes criminals and is lenient

towards crime and criminals. This is

juxtaposed with the Dirty Harry

image carefully cultivated by Mr.

Adityanath and amplified by a pliant

media, and Mr. Adityanath was pre-

sented as the safest pair of hands to

steward the largest state in the Union

for a second term. 

TV news channels continue to be

the main news source in India, and

the ruling party appears to have a

lock on the content that is broadcast

each night. The topics selected seem

to have suggested by the BJP's appa-

ratchiks because most "debates" are

aimed at widening the schism

between the Hindu and Muslim

communities, delivering a rich haul

of votes for the party in most elec-

tions since 2014, barring the odd

defeat here and there. 

It is no surprise therefore that the

'hijab' worn by some Muslim girls in

Karnataka State was made a political

issue in February, to coincide with

the upcoming elections in Uttar

Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab,

Manipur and Goa. The Karnataka

Government, led by Basavaraj

Bommai, brought in a new order

which said that hijab could not be

worn inside classrooms of pre-uni-

versity colleges. Some girls protest-

ed against the order, which is based

on an act passed by the Karnataka

Assembly decades ago, and then

decided to take the issue to the

Karnataka High Court. The lawsuit

was made into a huge issue by the

media, particularly the TV channels,

who used the issue to fan the com-

munal flames, and position it to

show voters in the five states that the

minority group was recalcitrant and

refused to get on with the idea of the

'New India'. 

For weeks together, it appeared

that the hijab issue was the only

issue that was deemed worthy of

scores of "debates" on TV, where

every right-winger who could not

say two sentences together without

three mistakes in it was brought into

to bloviate on the alleged backward-

ness and obtuseness of the minority

community. The debates were aimed

at polarising the voters in Uttar

Pradesh, the big prize that the BJP

needed to win if it wanted to win the

2024 general elections. As usual, the

channels invited semi-literate

Muslims, identifying them as

"spokespeople" of the community to

smear the entire community against

the pious and noble intentions of the

BJP. Clearly, this smear worked

going by the rich pickings that

accrued to the BJP in four of the five

states, with the exception being

Punjab where the Aam Aadmi Party

was given a landslide victory by the

voters because the Indian National

Congress Party, which had been in

power, bet on two horses - Charanjit

Singh Channi, the Chief Minister

and Navjot Singh Sidhu, the Pradesh

Congress President. The result of

riding two horses at the same time is

there for all to see. 

While the TV channels have a

wide viewership, it appears that most

of the news is now being consumed

online, according to the Reuters

Institute report of 2021. 

"India is one of the strongest

mobile-focused markets in our glob-

al survey, with 73% accessing news

through smartphones and just 37%

via computer. India has more than

600 million active internet users,

many of whom access the internet

only through mobile phones - aided

by low data charges and cheap

devices.

"Among our respondents,

WhatsApp, YouTube, and Facebook

are widely used for news and there

have been serious problems with

misinformation and hate speech.

Individual members of the ruling

BJP and groups aligned with the

party are alleged to systematically

spread false and misleading informa-

tion via social media and other plat-

forms. In late 2020, Facebook India's

policy head resigned after accusa-

tions that the company deliberately

took a lenient line on ruling party

supporters who allegedly violated

hate speech rules with anti-Muslim

posts. In response, the number of

independent fact-checking organisa-

tions has grown in recent years, with

support from international tech com-

panies and foundations, while main-

stream media organisations have

formed dedicated fact-checking and

debunking teams," the Reuters
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Institute report says. 

The BJP has a grip on social

media, and was first off the starting

block in creating a troll army to

spread its message, including brazen

lies, as "news".  The Union govern-

ment and various BJP-ruled govern-

ments brought legacy media like

newspapers and TV channels to heel

with the skilful dispensing or denial

of government advertisements,

which contribute a significant per-

centage of legacy media's revenue.

The same grip could not be exercised

on online news platforms. "With the

growing popularity of online plat-

forms, the Indian government has

come up with controversial new pro-

posals to expand the scope of exist-

ing legislation to social platforms,

news websites, and Over the Top

(OTT) content providers. In an

apparent step to limit false and

objectionable information on social

media platforms, new guidelines

expect platforms to trace the origin

of information that can be mislead-

ing or objectionable based on an

order from a court or competent

authority. Authorities have on sever-

al occasions asked platform compa-

nies to block posts, including those

by activists, journalists, and opposi-

tion politicians," the report says. 

Another technique adopted by

the Modi government to tame the

media is to send posses of officers

from an alphabet soup of govern-

ment law enforcement agencies to

conduct searches and seizures of the

homes and offices of opposition

politicians. This appears to be of a

piece with what the Prime Minister

told Congress leaders at a public

rally in 2017 that he had the 'janam-

patris' of their leaders. It would thus

take no leap of the imagination to

say that the government has the

'janampatris' of media owners. The

'janampatris' (or dossiers in plain

English) are probably put together

by Intelligence wings of the federal

government.

Let's face it: The sad truth is that

most media owners have other busi-

nesses that they have promoted

using their media outlets to promote

them while robbing their other enter-

prises blind at the expense of

investors. The government can, and

probably does, let the media owners

know that it has the goods on them,

and that they can be picked up by

various law enforcement agencies

for their misdemeanours. Sadly, in

India media can now not be counted

to speak up for the common good.

They have become complicit to the

government in its sinister designs. 

A
gra-based journalist Gaurav Bansal,

39, who was arrested on March 15

for reporting about alleged electoral

malpractices in the recently held UP elec-

tions, was released on bail on March 21. The

court of additional chief judicial magistrate

granted him bail after hearing the applica-

tion moved by the scribe's counsel.

Journalists in Agra, opposing the arrest of

Bansal, welcomed the court's order.

Earlier the Editors Guild of India

demanded court-monitored inquiry into Gaurav

Bansal's arrest. He was arrested on March 15 after

he reached a counting centre in Agra on March 8 and

alleged that EVMs were being replaced, amid

polling for the UP assembly. The scribe was also

accused of misbehaving with policemen.

Bansal's lawyer accused the police of torturing

him in custody, and alleged that "he was given third-

degree torture and humiliated by policemen."

The journalist was booked under Sections 147

(rioting), 149 (unlawful assembly),

323 (voluntarily causing hurt), 353

(assault on public servant), 504

(provocation to break peace) of the

IPC and 7 Criminal Law Amendment

Act at Etmaddaula police station of

Agra.

He was presented in court and sent

to judicial custody. Bansal's counsel

sought bail on the ground that his

client was innocent but the prosecu-

tion opposed the bail plea.

While demanding for an independent court-

monitored inquiry into the arrest of Gaurav Bansal

and his immediate release from custody Editors

Guild of India in a statement said, "the Guild is

deeply concerned that penal laws are ever so often

used as tools to harass and intimidate journalists

from freely reporting on sensitive issues". The Guild

expressed concern about Bansal's allegation that the

police had tortured him in custody. 

Journalist arrested for flagging Poll MalPractices released 
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‘‘A truth that's told with bad intent, beats all the lies you can invent.”
— William Blake

he expression "the truth, the whole truth,

and nothing but the truth" is well-known.

But how many people understand it? It

demands that the absolute truth about any-

thing be delivered without omission,

adornment or change. Truth necessitates

not only context, but also reference and

circumstances.

In this regard, The Kashmir Files falls

short. Actually, it manipulates the truth,

cherry-picks the truth, and exploits the

truth emotionally. As a result, the film

eventually devolves into a piece of pure

vitriol and hatred. It had the potential to be

a wonderful subject for evoking empathy

and bringing people together, but it quick-

ly devolved into something really vicious

and malevolent.

I can't help but see it through two sep-

arate lenses as a screenwriter and an

activist. Let me begin by assessing the film

as a scriptwriter.

the story

Krishna Pandit (Darshan Kumar) is a

young man who is running for the post of

president of a university that is definitely

inspired by JNU in its elections. Professor

Radhika Menon (Pallavi Joshi) is his men-

tor. He is an ideal candidate to burst the

narrative of the current ruling establish-

ment since he is a Kashmiri Pandit. (I'm

not sure how Kashmir is an electoral issue

in the JNU election, but whatever.)

Krishna's grandfather, Pushkar Nath

T

the scriPt is shoddy, truth is distorted
But the sole intent of 'the KashMir files'

is ManiPulation of eMotions

Darab Farooqui

The writer is a

screenplay writer. He

wrote the screenplay

for the films Dedh

Ishqiya, Tigers and

Notebook.



Pandit (Anupam Kher), a displaced

Kashmiri Pandit who was suffering

from dementia, dies. He travels to

Kashmir to fulfil his final desire and

sprinkle his ashes at their ancestral

house. When he arrives, he is greet-

ed by five individuals who have been

waiting for him. Brahma Dutt

(Mithun Chakraborty), a former

Indian Administrative Service offi-

cer, and his wife Laxmi Dutt (Mrinal

Kulkarni). Dr. Mahesh Kumar

(Prakash Belawadi), a doctor cur-

rently residing in the United States.

A retired officer, DGP Hari Narain

(Puneet Issar). Vishnu Ram (Atul

Srivastava), a journalist. All of them

in their 70s, old, tired and bitter.

All of these persons knew

Krishna's grandfather and have

knowledge of his past. He had no

idea that his father, mother, and elder

brother were slaughtered by mili-

tants in Kashmir in the most heinous

manner possible. He has been brain-

washed by Radhika Menon to the

point where he is unable to accept

facts, but he gradually comes around

when he discovers the truth about his

family. He's a different person at the

end.

When he returns to his institu-

tion, he gives a speech in which he

fully, utterly and publicly destroys

Radhika Menon. His eloquent

speech leaves the listeners awestruck

and a little embarrassed.

The film ends with the heart-

breaking images of his mother and

sibling being mercilessly murdered

by militants in front of his grandfa-

ther in the 2003 Nandimarg

Massacre in Pulwama district.

Let me begin with the film's first

incredibly unbelievable component -

Krishna's persona. Krishna's grand-

father, with whom he grew up, is

shown wearing a board across his

breast that reads "Repeal Article

370". He is outspoken and strong in

his beliefs. Krishna's grandfather

was both his mother and father,

hence he was basically his only

influence throughout his life, until a

few years ago, when he enrolled in

JNU.

Because of the experiences

Krishna has lived through, being

innocent or downright naive is

almost impossible. It’s well-known

that characters are a reflection of

their circumstances. The sort of per-

son you'll become is determined by

the life you've lived and the strug-

gles you have faced. Krishna appears

to have spent years in some type of

deep freezer before being dragged

out and inserted into JNU. He resem-

bles the Encino Man more than a

regular person.

The entire film is built on the fact

that Krishna was never informed

what had happened to his parents

and siblings. Perhaps the filmmakers

wished to create a clear parallel to

the youth who are unaware of the

events in Kashmir in 1990. But it

simply doesn't work. In the film,

there is no explanation for why this

major secret was concealed from

him. It's even more amazing because

his grandfather is a very outspoken

man who wears his heart on his

sleeve. It's incredible that his grand-

father never told him the truth about

his own past. When his grandfather's

character is battling to let the rest of

the world know the truth.

Consider a man who has dedicat-

ed his whole life to uncovering the

truth, Who has never shied away

from confronting anybody and who

never tells this very truth to his own

grandchild. As a result, both per-

sonas are unreal and inconsistent.

Because this is such a basic error,

even a novice writer would not have

made it.

But those are the kinds of things

we talk about when we talk about

movies with good craft; I didn't

anticipate anything and didn't find

any.

The second problem concerns

Radhika Menon's character (Pallavi

Joshi). She reminds me of Mogambo

from Mr India (1987). Her motiva-

tion is impossible to fathom.

Mogambo was a 1990s movie char-

acter who wanted to conquer India

on a whim, and she is similar. She's

striving to be nefarious and dishon-

est for the sake of her own entertain-

ment. It's unclear why she considers

the Kashmir issue to be a "core"

issue in the JNU elections, but such

characters are plentiful throughout

the film.

Then there is the IAS officer and
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his wife, the DGP, the doctor, and the

reporter, who are all pals. Who have

assembled in Kashmir for the wake

of a deceased friend. You'd start to

wonder why all these resourceful

individuals abandoned their closest

buddy to fend for himself for 30

years through such a dreadful exis-

tence. It is repeatedly said that they

are meeting after 30 years.

While they appear to be well-

versed in debate, none of them has

ever stepped out to assist a man or

his family in a time of need. At one

point in the film, I began to despise

everything they said. Except for one

time when a reporter buddy took the

family to a location that was even

more risky and perilous than the

prior one. And this was while he was

attempting to assist his pal.

They were just empty words that

never helped the story in any way.

Before the climax, one can't help but

think that if these friends had

stepped in earlier, the family would

not have had to go through such a

difficult period.

There are various instances in

which timelines do not make sense.

Krishna's father was assassinated on

January 19, 1990, and Krishna's

mother and brother were assassinat-

ed in the Nandimarg Massacre in

2003, 13 years later. The youngsters

have scarcely grown in that time.

Shiv, Krishna's oldest brother, would

have been over 20 by then if he was

8-10 years old when his father died.

Krishna would have been at least 13

years old at the time, but he has no

recollection of the occurrence.

Pandit Pushkar Nath initially

informs his buddy IAS Brahma Dutt

that his son's name is on a militant's

hit list, but no assistance is offered.

I'm assuming he should have done

something because Brahma Dutt is

such a significant figure that he can

question the chief minister, face to

face. I could go on and on about the

inconsistencies, the bad writing, the

manipulation and the jumps in the

story, but this isn't only about the

movie's skill or quality. It's just

awful writing and sloppy direction to

me, but I'm not the one to force my

standards on the viewers.

To stop being the screenwriter

and shift gears. I believe this is prop-

aganda rather than a genuine work of

art or workmanship. Propaganda, by

definition, is the spread of informa-

tion - facts, arguments, speculations,

half-truths, or outright lies - in order

to sway public opinion. It serves a

goal, is one-sided, and delivers the

truth in a partial or convenient man-

ner.

In this regard, The Kashmir Files

shines. In 1990, according to the

Kashmiri Pandit Sangharsh Samiti,

357 Hindus were slain in Kashmir.

By all accounts, many more

Muslims have been slaughtered by

militants. The topic of why these

Muslims were slaughtered is never

addressed in the film. Did they have

any family and friends? Did they

deserve a mention in the film? Were

tens of thousands of Muslim chil-

dren orphaned? Were thousands of

Muslim women widowed?

Innocent people were being

slaughtered, whether they were

Hindus or Muslims. Militants have

committed atrocities against

Muslims, according to reports. Tales

of Muslims trapped in Kashmir with

nowhere to flee are chilling. They

tried to hide in the shadows but were

easy targets for the extremists. There

isn't a single mention of these hap-

less souls or the agony that their

families had to go through.

There isn't a single Muslim char-

acter in the film who is empathetic.

Every single Muslim character is

either deceitful or evil.

This raises an essential question:

did the film's writer and director

come across the information that

many Muslims were slain by mili-

tants in the year 1990 alone? It's

unlikely that the film maker didn't

see this figure. However, it is neg-

lected since it does not serves the

director's aims. For the propaganda

that was being formulated, this bit of

There is not a single Muslim character
in the film with empathy, 
all of them are shown as evil
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reality is inconvenient and uncom-

fortable. As a result, a small bit of

the facts is presented as a whole

piece of truth with the sole purpose

of inciting people, which the film is

doing really well.

Muslims are portrayed solely as

murderers, lusting  after women,

advocating the killing of 'Kafirs', and

refusing to sell Kashmiri Pandits

goods. I'm not denying that didn't

happened. However, there isn't a sin-

gle Muslim with even a smidgen of

humanity and all Muslims are shown

as diabolical. This is not just improb-

able, but almost impossible.

Then there's the JNU issue, as

well as Radhika Menon's persona. I

believe the film makers have never

met a JNU student. The version of

JNU depicted in the film is the

OpIndia version. Radhika Menon's

expressions are nothing short of a

crass Ekta Kapoor's diabolical saas

(mother-in-law). Seriously, the

1980s called, they want their villain

back.

Then there's the naive hero

stereotype, which we've already

explored. The writer of this film was

confronted with a difficulty: how to

make it current and relevant. What if

the hero is a JNU (here called ANU)

student, he thought to himself. But it

was at this point that the reality

kicked in. A typical JNU student has

a far broader perspective on the

world than most vice presidents in

multinational corporations. I've met

enough JNU students to know that

they challenge everything. Even the

things they fervently believe in.

However, for a propaganda piece

like this, a hero like that would be an

issue. So they brainwashed him and

turned him into a naive puppet of

Marxism. He's also the ideal

Manchurian candidate for president

of JNU. Before deciding to leave the

Left and join the Congress,

Kanhaiya Kumar must have met

those four uncles from the film.

Imagine a film set in Kashmir

that doesn't even include a single

shot of an army truck. The sole mili-

tary imagery in the film is of air

force officers who are slain by mili-

tants at the beginning. Only the men

of Kashmir Police are shown, and

that too as cowards, but no army is

visible. Why? Because this reality

and truth are inconvenient aspects of

Kashmir.

Simply showing an army convoy

would have changed everything. It

makes the problem seem less severe.

It would have defeated the movie's

purpose. The propaganda would be

exposed as a sham. In a wise move,

the decision was made to never por-

tray any military imagery in the film.

Neither in the here and now, nor in

the distant past. Once again, truth

was distorted, and only a portion of

the truth was offered to the audience.

It's a difficult film to see and

even more difficult to finish if you

have a critical mind. It was almost

torturous for me. While certain situ-

ations did elicit emotional responses,

the manipulation became a source of

discomfort. I had to wade through

the film, reluctantly, and I'm the kind

who cries at the drop of a hat. Its

goal is to provoke more than evoke.

I would have walked out halfway if I

hadn't planned to write this.

People may argue that the events

shown in the film occurred, and they

will be somewhat correct. However,

as stated at the outset of this piece,

the entire truth about anything can

only be conveyed without omission,

embellishment, or modification. Not

only does truth demand context, but

it also necessitates reference and cir-

cumstances. And The Kashmir Files

falls flat on its face in this regard. It's

a propaganda piece that only shows

one version of events. Yes, the

events are  bitter, unpleasant and

ugly facts. They are, nevertheless,

deceptive, dishonest and incomplete.

The Kashmir Files serves a purpose,

and the purpose is propaganda.

This article first appeared in

The Wire
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Waiting for a media complex in Guwahati

uwahati, the capital city of Assam and the

largest metropolis in the north eastern part

of India today, is home for nearly one thou-

sand working journalists who are associat-

ed with various newspapers, news chan-

nels, radio outlets and digital platforms.

But they have no space of their own. For

decades, the city-based journalists have

been crying for a permanent place with

necessary infrastructure and minimum

required facilities, where they can assem-

ble, discuss and resolve issues related to

their profession and finally the great

nation. 

One can expect the government to take

a positive view on the issue and go for a

press complex in a prime location in the

prehistoric city. Primary need of the com-

plex will be an auditorium with 500-1000

seating capacity with a modern sound sys-

tem and other equipment. The facility

should also have means for conducting

video conference as well, which can host

important personalities anytime. For the

physical presence of a celebrity with

utmost socio-political importance, the

auditorium should fulfill the security

requirements.

Besides conducting press conferences,

the auditorium can also be used for regular

training and orientation programs for

young journalists. 

The complex should also include some

deluxe as well as economically viable

lodging arrangements for visiting journal-

ists. A common restaurant will be an essen-

tial addition. The complex may allot space

to all north-eastern states to showcase their

tourism destinations. 

The entire complex should be designed

with the concept of energy efficiency,

where the sunlight, natural air-flow and

open space would get due privilege.

Adequate solar power generation and rain

water harvesting arrangements should

exhibit the entire complex as a new model

of buildings/apartment/campus in the

country. Finally and most importantly the

complex should allot space to city-based

press clubs, recognised journalist associa-

tions, media house owner-editors' forum to

run their offices independently.

The beneficiary organisations may be

levied with a nominal amount of rent for

overall maintenance of the complex. Even

though the government may support the

complex managing committee from time to

time, it should generate funds for its own

survival. 

While the proposed complex will meet

the long pending expectations of hundreds

of journalists to have an autonomous insti-

tution with a mandate to promote profes-

sionalism and excellence in journalism, it

will also help Gauhati Press Club to have a

permanent address. The press club, which

has been functioning from the Ambari

archaeological site, needs to be shifted so

that the richest archaeological site can be

preserved for research works. Situated in

the heart of Guwahati (under Kamrup

metro district),  the site has been excavated

several times since 1968 to find more

archaeological remains. Discovered in the

course of construction for the Reserve

Bank of India's office in the locality, the

site attracts visitors from different parts of

the country. The archaeology department

claims that the ruins of Ambari reflect the

period of Sunga-Kushana dynasty.

It continues sending letters to the press

club committee to leave the site and to the

district administration to take necessary

action. Nonetheless to say, Gauhati Press

Club today does not enjoy the privilege of

representing all sections of journalists

based in the city. The present committee

has been facing serious allegations, and

hence it should be a priority of the State

government in Dispur to take steps to make

the important site encroachment-free and

create a modern media complex in the city

to accommodate all media related 

activities.

The author is an 
Assam-based journalist

and media 
commentator

Nava Thakuria

G
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ideo streaming plat-

form YouTube has

blocked Zee Media's

WION on its platform,

citing violations of

their community guide-

lines, WION said in a statement

issued on their website.

According to the statement,

WION's YouTube channel was

blocked on March 22. In a commu-

nication to the channel, YouTube

said it took objection to a video post-

ed on March 10. The video suppos-

edly showed speeches by Ukraine's

foreign minister Dmitry Kuleba and

Russian foreign minister Sergei

Lavrov.

The statement said that following

the block, WION made an appeal

with YouTube which was rejected.

YouTube's response was, "Our com-

munity guidelines prohibit content

denying, minimising, or trivialising

well-documented violent events,

including the Russian invasion of

Ukraine."

According to WION, the speech

in question had the Russian foreign

minister denying his country's inva-

sion of Ukraine. In its statement,

WION said they "simply broadcast

the Russian foreign minister's state-

ment, just like the Ukrainian minis-

ter's statement was played".

The statement added: "Block out

everything Russia says, promote

everything the West says. WION

does not subscribe to that sort of

journalism. Its objective is to remain

balanced...Silencing Russia will not

end this war. Silencing us will not

stop our journalism. We want people

to know the truth - To hear and reject

the lies, to form their own opinion

and not be fed and programmed."

On March 11, YouTube had

announced that it would be blocking

Russian state-funded channels on its

platform, Bloomberg  reported. 

YouTube said it will expand its

blockade of Russian state-controlled

media outlets RT and Sputnik on its

video-streaming platform globally,

and took other steps to unravel finan-

cial ties with Russia as the country's

invasion of Ukraine intensifies.

The world's largest video-sharing

site, owned by Alphabet Inc.'s

Google, will also prevent creators in

Russia from making money through

its platform. The company will take

down all videos about the invasion

that violate its policies, including

graphic content, misinformation and

hate speech, according to a YouTube

tweet.

Earlier, Russia's media regulator

said it would restrict access to photo-

sharing site Instagram, owned by

Meta Platforms Inc. The government

had already blocked the use of

Meta's Facebook social network and

has limited access to Twitter Inc.

Western companies have moved

to abandon the Russian economy in

droves, while Ukraine is experienc-

ing a growing humanitarian crisis.

Google has taken several steps in

response to the war, including its

decision to stop running digital ads

in Russia, which Bloomberg

Intelligence estimates could cost the

company 2% of its search business.

YouTube previously blocked RT and

Sputnik in Europe, and says it has

taken down more than 1,000 chan-

nels and more than 15,000 videos

related to the invasion that violate its

content policies. 

V
YouTube blocks WION
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gandhi's assassin: dhirendra 
K Jha delves deep into nathuram 

godse's psyche in new book 
t a time when history is being rewritten

and reason is failing to hold any ground

because the very air one breathes is

communal, one craves a lays-it-as-is

book like 'Gandhi's Assassin: The

Making of Nathuram Godse and His

Idea of India' (Vintage, an imprint of

Penguin Random House, 2021).

Written by journalist and author of

multiple books Dhirendra K Jha, this

book painstakingly reveals Nathuram

Godse, the man who assassinated

Mahatma Gandhi, in full. Divided into

two sections - Ploy and Plot, this book

is a treasure trove of previously unpro-

duced archival materials that convinc-

ingly refutes the claim that Godse was-

n't associated with the Rashtriya

Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) at the time

or right before Gandhi's assassination,

a cover-up that the RSS and its

sarsanghchalaks, tried to sell. Though

several historical tangents can be

explored from the volume, this review

caters to Godse alone: the principal

character in the book.

the chosen one 

One of the remarkable aspects of this

book is the way Jha constructs Godse's

image. It piques your interest right

from the start. Born in a Chitpawan

Brahmin family on May 19, 1910 in

the Poona district of the Bombay

Presidency, Godse was the fourth son

in a family that had already witnessed

the death of their three sons in infancy.

In a bid to avoid their fourth one meet-

ing the same fate the previous three

did, Godse's parents "brought [him] up

as a female," notes Jha. And to "exor-

cise the dark spirit, propitiate their

family deities" and to not take chances

with their new-born, they got his nose

pierced. Therefore, the name 'Nathu',

later Nathuram. His official name,

however, was Ramachandra Vinayak

Godse.

The chosen one One of the remark-

able aspects of this book is the way Jha

constructs Godse's image. It piques

your interest right from the start. Born

in a Chitpawan Brahmin family on
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May 19, 1910 in the Poona district of

the Bombay Presidency, Godse was

the fourth son in a family that had

already witnessed the death of their

three sons in infancy. In a bid to

avoid their fourth one meeting the

same fate the previous three did,

Godse's parents "brought [him] up as

a female," notes Jha. And to "exor-

cise the dark spirit, propitiate their

family deities" and to not take

chances with their new-born, they

got his nose pierced. Therefore, the

name 'Nathu', later Nathuram. His

official name, however, was

Ramachandra Vinayak Godse.

But Godse lacked any qualities

that are conventionally attributed to

the 'chosen one'. He was neither aca-

demically inclined nor committed to

the cause of independence. He didn't

have any political beliefs either.

They were "vague at best," Jha

writes, "if they could be said to exist

at all." It's also interesting that Jha

often underlines that Godse "neither

had an interest in freedom struggle

nor girls." It could be because of the

way he was brought up; he argues.

But it hints that there's room for fur-

ther speculation. All this perhaps

created a sense of anxiety in Godse

regarding his identity. He was in

search of guidance, which he got in

Vinayak Damodar Savarkar - "the

father figure who would transform

his life." Godse met Savarkar in

1930 when he was 19, an impres-

sionable age. Savarkar had already

spent his time in the jail of the

Andamans. But something had bro-

ken in him when he came out of

prison. "He was no longer the same

old Savarkar," observes Jha. "He was

now a tight-lipped, fanatical man

who had developed a crude, often

xenophobic view of Muslims." Is

there any explanation for this sudden

shift? Jha writes that there's "no cer-

tainty or pat explanations" for it.

What is clear, however, is the fact

that post his release Savarkar "was

never seen even on the side-lines of

the freedom struggle," even though

pro-RSS writers may not want you to

believe this.

disowned by the guru himself 

Godse's journey to becoming a

Savarkarite was not a smooth one,

Jha finds, but it did culminate into

Godse becoming a hardliner soon.

Just like Madan Lal Dhingra, who

after being brainwashed by Savarkar

murdered Curzon Wyllie. But Godse

didn't know that just like Dhingra,

Savarkar would care less about him

too in due time - a hurt that could be

seen in Godse's eyes in the Red Fort

trial. The book also attempts to

explain why a Hindu militant organ-

isation would want to dissociate

itself from Gandhi's murder when in

fact both their visions were in align-

ment. Perhaps that's the reason why

the "leadership of the RSS might

have considered legal advantages of

not maintaining a membership regis-

ter - the secrecy could easily allow

them to disown their member in the

event of his arrest for any violent and

illegal activity," submits Jha. (Unlike

the Hindu Mahasabha, RSS wasn't

legally recognised at the time.) This,

and other such revelations, make this

work an intriguing read. What's most

interesting is that even in its attempt

to present a character sketch of

Indian history's most sorry chapters,

Jha's account is reminding contem-

porary historians of their job: to

question and verify their sources, to

not believe anyone as they claim,

and to be less vociferous in claims

and rather let their evidence speak

for themselves. Sample this. An

archive: Godse's statement made in

the first week of March 1948.

"Recorded before the beginning of

the trial in the Gandhi murder case, it

seems to have been ignored by gen-

erations of academics and journal-

ists. Even though this statement,

unlike the one which Godse deliv-

ered in court, is in total conformity

with the archival records of the time.

A unique source of concise informa-

tion about the life history of the

assassin, the pretrial statement never

mentions Godse's departure from the

RSS after he became a member of

the Hindu Mahasabha; instead, it

reveals that he was working for both

organisations simultaneously."

Flowing like a documentary, this

book invokes immense evidence to

get into the psyche that made Godse

assassinate Gandhi. It is far more

interesting and revealing than any

other account of history. Even

though he doesn't form the principal

arc of this book, Savarkar, too, is

critically analysed in this work, mak-

ing it a unique study of Gandhi's

assassination. However, what's cele-

bratory about this book is that, even

though tangentially, it wants you to

investigate the roots of the present

dispensation and ask for yourself

whether they align with the idea of

Gandhi's India or Godse's India. 

This article first appeared on

newsnine website

Funeral procession of Mahatma in

New Delhi on 31 January 1948
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he media must have belief and trust in the judi-

ciary. As a key stakeholder in democracy, media

has the duty to defend and protect the judiciary

from motivated attack by evil forces". When we

hear this from Chief Justice of India it is natural

for us to hope that when judiciary wants media

to stand by it the vice versa should also happen.

At a recent journalists award function the Chief

Justice N. V. Ramana also acknowledged the

challenges faced by journalists and said

"Speaking truth to power and holding up a mir-

ror to society is an immense responsibility that

is extremely difficult to fulfill." 

Knowing the pressures present day journal-

ists are facing judiciary should play a proactive

role to defend the media so that the freedom of

the media is protected in a democratic system.

The Kerala High Court judgments dismissing

MediaOne TV petitions challenging the order of

the Union government to shut down the channel

in the name of security clearance are deeply

troubling. But the Supreme Court stayed this

order and allowed the channel to resume its

broadcast giving us hope again.

The Information & Broadcasting ministry

has not renewed the broadcasting license to

uplink and downlink Malayalam news channel

MediaOne run by Madhyamam Broadcasting

Limited on the grounds of "security clearance"

denial by the Home ministry. The telecast of

MediaOne was first suspended temporarily for

48-hour in 2020 along with another Malayalam

news channel Asianet for their coverage of

Delhi riots. However, the ban was revoked

hours later. The ministry order on MediaOne

had said "The channel's reporting on Delhi vio-

lence seems to be biased as it is deliberately

focusing on the vandalism of CAA supporters".

It had further said that "It also questions RSS

and alleges Delhi Police inaction. Channel

seems to be critical towards Delhi Police and

RSS."   Many investors of Madhyamam

Broadcasting Ltd are members of the Kerala

chapter of the Jamaat-e-Islami Hind. 

The MediaOne channel management, jour-

nalists and their union challenged this order in

Kerala High Court. First a single judge declined

to interfere with the order passed by the Union

Government refusing renewal of uplinking and

downlinking permission. The single judge also

declined to keep his order in abeyance for a few

days to enable the channel to appeal against it,

saying since national security was involved, he

was not "inclined" to grant any such relief. The

MediaOne filed appeal against this order before

a division bench which upheld the order of the

single judge that endorsed the ban imposed on

channel referring to "serious adverse reports by

the Intelligence Bureau" while noting that "too

many details are not available in the files pro-

duced before us."  

The Channel filed a plea in Supreme Court

against the Kerala High Court order upholding

the Center's decision to stop its telecast by not

renewing its licence due to security reasons. In

the Supreme Court the channel pleaded that

they have been operating for the last ten years

without any remark and have about 300

employees working as journalists who will be

affected now with a complete shutdown.  The

Supreme Court three-judge bench headed by

Justice D. Y. Chandrachud stayed the govern-

ment's decision and allowed the channel to

resume broadcast. The bench said the Center's

decision had effectively shut down the business

of media house Madhyamam Broadcasting

Limited, which runs MediaOne, in the name of

"national security and public order" without

fully disclosing the specific reasons for revok-

ing its security clearance. The court also said

the company was entitled to know the "particu-

lars" of the ban. The bench directed that the

channel would continue operations as before

January 31.  

This episode highlights pressures faced by

independent media in the country from the rul-

ing dispensation. This is where the judiciary has

to step in to safeguard the media freedom in the

interest of the democracy. If media which acts

independently is ordered to shut down it is a

strike against democracy itself. Because, in a

democracy people's right to know directly

depends on media's right to disseminate infor-

mation. 

interdependence of Judiciary and Media
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