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egardless of what the world is thinking of the status of free
speech in India, the government is going ahead with bringing
in more restrictions on media in the country. The new set of
guidelines for central media accreditation issued by the
Information & Broadcasting Ministry is the latest in these

measures. This shows that the government is not worried about its glob-
al image as long as it successfully crushes dissent and independent
media and gratifies plaint media at home. This is dangerous. One can-
not forget that recently the government has thought it fit to question the
standards applied to India by Reporters sans Frontiers (RSF) in meas-
uring press freedom when the later ranked India at 142 among 180
countries.     

The new guidelines issued without any prior consultation with
stakeholders, a practice at which the government has become adept
even in formulating important statutes, primarily stipulate conditions on
which the accreditation of a media person can be cancelled. They stip-
ulate that the accreditation of a journalist can be withdrawn if he acts in
a manner prejudicial to the country's security, sovereignty and integri-
ty, friendly relations with foreign states, public order or is charged with
a serious cognisable offence. 

Though many of these conditions are drawn from Article 19 (2)
which stipulates the restrictions on free speech, here as guidelines for
accreditation issuance they serve as instruments of pre censorship. The
fear of losing accreditation will have a chilling effect on independent

reporting critical of the government and thus strikes at the heart of
the spirit of free media essential for sustaining a democracy.
Moreover, this punishment of withdrawing accreditation for the
stated reasons serves as double jeopardy because they already
have existing remedies in law. Previous guidelines were more in
nature of prescribing conditions for issuing accreditations but not
stipulation of proscriptions. The government proposes to implement
the new guidelines through a committee headed by Principal
Director General, Press Information Bureau (PIB). There is nothing
to stop the Committee from declaring a particular news story preju-
dicial to the sovereignty and integrity of India or the security of State.
Because, in this process the party to be tried has no say at all. And
also, in the absence of any mechanism to ensure the right to appeal
this arrangement itself is against rule of law.  Several media bodies

have already expressed serious opposition to these guidelines. The
government would do well to withdraw the new guidelines

and start afresh by inviting all stakeholders for meaningful
consultations if it really thinks there is need for fresh
guidelines.    

R

Editor

Suresh Kumar Alapati
scribesnews.editor@gmail.com

Double Jeopardy 



march 20222



TV News Channels give 
Poor Account of Reporting 

on war in Ukraine

Journalists' Bodies Protest
new Accreditation Guidelines 

wHy SHOULD wE REMEMBER
GANDHI'S TRIAL OF SEDITION?

A Suicide 
that

Uncovered
Media's

Susceptibility!

Page 6 Page 8

10

3

Mughal Garden

INEqUALITy
BEFORE LAw  14

The
Scandal
that
Refuses to
Go Away!
Page 24

'GanGubai Kathiawadi':
brassy alia bhatt 

dominates this saGa set in a
mumbai brothel

Page 28

The LasT
Page

30

Inside
TV news 
channels say 
PM Modi 
can stop Ukraine
'mahayudh'.
If only Putin-
Biden listen

Page 4

march 2022

Page 16-17

Page 23



tV news channels say Pm modi 

can stoP uKraine 'mahayudh'.

if only Putin-biden listen

ill Putin-Biden abide by Modi's faisla?'

Guessing no one-not Russian President

Vladimir Putin nor American President Joe

Biden, not Ukraine nor NATO-have so far

considered the possibility of the Indian

Prime Minister intervening in the 'war

Breaking' (TV9 Bharatvarsh) between

Ukraine and Russia. No one, that is, except

Zee News - perhaps it knows something

the rest of us don't - which put out this

poster to promote its 8.20 pm programme,

Tuesday. Now don't dismiss the idea out of

hand. when the TV9 Bharatvarsh reporter

asked a Czech diplomat 'what role can

India play?', he replied, "India has very

good relations with everyone, including

Russia, and it can use its potential to talk to

Russian colleagues."

India's diplomatic initiative was just

one of the angles explored by Indian news

channels in their coverage of a possible

'mahayudh' (NewsNation). Meanwhile, the

possibility of a 'world war' led to a string of

provocative headlines on several Hindi

news channels: 'Mahayudh ka khatra' said

NDTV India Tuesday; 'Chances of world

war increase,' warned Zee News; 'Russia is

ready', declared Aaj Tak, 'now world war?'

Do news channels really anticipate not

just a war but a world war? well, you can't

tell with them - the very same channels

called the different phases of polling in the

Uttar Pradesh assembly elections 'Round,

1, 2, 3, 4 of Mahayudh'.

It's worth noting that international

news channels like BBC world and Al

Jazeera were not war-mongering in their

rather more sober headlines, taglines.

'Russia-Ukraine tensions,' said the two in

unison, while CNN International was

perched precariously on the 'Edge of war'.

But let's not belittle the efforts of the

Indian news channels. Most are taking the

developing situation in the region with

utmost seriousness. Some have even sent

out reporters to Ukraine - TV9 Bharatvarsh

and wION were the first ones to board

flights to Kyiv last week, with Republic

TV and Aaj Tak/India Today taking off in

the last few days. And they were not shy of

boasting about it: 'Grounded in journalism

in ground reporting' boasted India Today

w

Shailaja Bajpai
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while TV9 went one step better with

'Ground zero ka hero war zone se'.

There have been chats with

Indian students still stranded there as

well as those who made it back

(CNN News18) - in particular a stu-

dent named Madhu who appeared on

several channels. There has been

daily discussion with the usual round

of strategic experts on NewsX,

Republic TV, Aaj Tak, NDTV, CNN

News18, to name a few. Most of

them tried to decipher 'Putin's power

punch' (NewsNation), or what hap-

pens when 'Putin pulls the plug'

(NewsX) and the implications of two

separatist states declaring independ-

ence from Ukraine - is this a 'tukde-

tukde' strike, wondered News18

India. TV9 Bharatvarsh referred to a

gigantic map to show 'tukde-tukde'

that had 'separated' from Ukraine

and launched into an in-depth dis-

cussion on the 'full and final' 'salami

slicing' of the region.

reporters run to Ukraine

Then there have been the visuals and

graphics that try to represent the

ground reality. So we see bomber

aircraft lift off the screen, bombs

fall, missiles launched, helicopters

land, troops fall to the ground,

weapons in hand - smoke billowing

in the air in big balloons and every-

thing reduced to rubble.

(Coincidentally, as you watched

this representational footage of

bombs exploding, you saw headlines

across channels about the 'cycle

bombs' being used by the BJP in its

'terror' tactics to ruin the prospects of

the Samajwadi Party in the UP polls.

Hmm.) The centrepiece of the cover-

age has been the TV news reports

from Ukraine, or the breakaway

Donetsk and Luhansk. So far these

have been rather meek and mild

compared to the dramatic represen-

tational graphics or footage. we

watched TV9's reporter reach

Luhansk. He was in a vehicle

tootling down a highway. Couldn't

see much though except for a smat-

tering of houses along the way. The

city looked deserted, the apartments

blocks were just that, blocks, and

there were barely one or two people

on the street outside Luhansk Med-

ical Hospital. Later, we saw a burnt

vehicle that the Donetsk officials

claims is the result of Ukrainian

attacks.

Onto Republic TV, which claims

to have the most comprehensive

coverage of the latest developments

with '10 journalists' on hand to

report. Remember, Republic TV

nurses ambitions of being a truly

international channel. Monday, we

accompanied a reporter on a high-

way that looked like any old high-

way. Then with a combative head-

line, 'what western media blacks

out', it cut to an interview with

Russian journalist Tatyana

Kukhareva of the State-owned

Sputnik News who claimed there

was plenty of `shelling' from

Ukraine.  Around the same time,

wION was showing us the ruins of

homes in Avdivka, Ukraine, the

result of bombing from the other

side. By Tuesday afternoon,

Republic's very own Shawan Sen

landed in Kyiv and before he had

even collected his luggage, he was

outside the airport reporting on the

situation: 'It's a little calm… the lull

before the storm.' He could hear an

'eerie silence'. He promised us '360

degrees' understanding of the events.

Can't wait. India Today/Aaj Tak's

Gaurav Sawant was also in the area -

wonder if they will all bang into each

other or each one go their separate

way. Not seen any of his reports so

far but expect more interviews with

the local population and more

footage of battle-scarred buildings.

The 'soil' in hijab controversy

The other big news story of the week

was the continuing hijab row with

the new twist in the tale being the

murder of a Bajrang Dal worker

Harsha in Shivamogga, Karnataka.

while the police are noncommittal,

BJP spokespersons such as Sanju

Verma shrieked that this was an 'act

of terror' (CNN News18).

The strangest comment on the

hijab controversy, thus far, comes

from Jaggi Vasudev. 

Asked by anchor Navika Kumar

(Times Now) what he thought about

the hijab stand-off, he replied that

everything you wear comes from the

soil. The soil is a unifying force, it

can be used as a unifying force in

this controversy, he said. The bemu-

sed expression on Kumar's face was

worth at least a fistful of, er, soil.

— This article first appeared in

the print

5march 2022
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A Suicide that
Uncovered Media's

Susceptibility!

The author is an 
Assam-based journalist

and media commentator

Nava Thakuria

he news broke out from Chennai that a

senior photo journalist killed self on

13 February 2022 in his own office.

Initially it was thought the  suicide

was a personal affair, but soon the

reality surfaced. The victim did not

receive full salaries for the last five

years (not months) and he was in des-

perate need of money as his wife was

undergoing medical treatment and his

only daughter's engagement ceremony

was approaching. He might have

exhausted the borrowing space from

relatives and well-

wishers! The finan-

cial hardships finally

drove him to suicide. 

After the inci-

dent, I realised that

he was known to me.

Kumar used to work

in Guwahati for a

short period as a representative of the

United News of India (UNI). Kumar

was a friendly person and he had a

very amiable nature. He used to

extend help to friends. we had a num-

ber of interactions over his medium of

expression and the media on the

whole.  Kumar was a passionate lis-

tener to my 'lectures unending' which

often crossed the limit. At the end of

my discourse, he concluded the ses-

sion saying, "Nava-da you have to

come to my place, Chennai".

Reactions to Kumar's demise were

a little slow in the beginning as every-

body thought that he committed sui-

cide for purely personal reasons. But

slowly the reality unveiled and the

media fraternity was shocked. A

responsible journalist had to end his

life as he was denied his dues. Kumar

was not waiting for any windfall to

come to support his family in distress.

He was only expecting his due salary,

unpaid for over 50 months. So much

for the commitment

of UNI management

to its work force.

Should not it be

treated as a crime of

abetment to suicide

as non-payment of

wages was the driv-

ing reason for

Kumar's extreme step?

Some media rights bodies which

have condoled the unacceptable death

of Kumar also started raising some

funds for the bereaved family. 

The media fraternity as a whole

has been suffering heavily since the

Covid hit India two years back.

Newspapers across the country have

lost their circulation drastically, thus

their revenues and influence. News

channels also started missing authen-

T



tic audiences and hence their mar-

kets. As a consequence of these

developments news agencies  also

faced cut in subscriptions and rev-

enue, though UNI was on the down-

hill well before that.

The largest democracy on Earth

with a billion-plus population sup-

ports over 82,000 registered publica-

tions with more than 15,000 in the

newspaper category. Published in

various languages like English,

Hindi, Urdu, Bengali, Tamil, Telugu,

Marathi, Malayalam, Kannada,

Gujarati, Punjabi, Odia, Assamese,

etc the daily newspapers have a

cumulative circulation of around 110

million. But following the corona-

crisis, these newspapers have lost

almost one-third of their actual cir-

culation because of the prolonged

nationwide lockdown and various

other aftereffects.

India has around 1,600 satellite

television channels where more than

400 are news related outlets. As most

satellite news channels are free-to-

air (FTA) in nature, they heavily

depend on commercial advertise-

ments for survival. These news

channels cannot ask money from

their viewers and the managements

have to bare the running expenditure

including staff salaries only from

whatever advertisement revenue

they manage to gather. This expendi-

ture include the huge carrier fee the

FTA channels have to pay to cable

operators and direct-to-home (DTH)

agencies.

However, there are no fixed

charges a cable operator or a private

DTH agency can demand from an

Indian FTA channel. Cable opera-

tor/DTH agencies charge the amount

as per their whims and fancies for

including the channel in their pack-

ages distributed to the viewers. On

the other hand, they charge money

from the consumers for giving

cable/DTH connection. Nobody

knows if all these financial transac-

tions are covered by the tax network

of the Government.

with the rapid increase in the

network internet services, which are

drastically cheaper in India, millions

of digital news platforms are coming

up to feed the public. The digital

platforms have cleverly blended the

flavors of newspapers and news

channels in packaging their content.

The audience can get text messages

as well as audio-visual inputs. In the

long run taking advantage of the ever

increasing space of smart phones,

digital media is sure to eat into the

combined market of traditional

media outlets.

This fall of traditional media out-

lets naturally affects the business of

news agencies as they are dependent

mainly on subscription by the morn-

ing dailies and news channels.

Initially the Indian news agencies

(including UNI) played an important

role not only by giving country wide

news but also acting as a bridge

between the international news carri-

ers and the local media. But with the

change of Government policies (as

well as invasion of the internet) the

agencies started losing their space.

A big blow to news agencies came in

2020 as Prasar Bharati decided to

withdraw the subscription for its out-

lets (including All India Radio and

Doordarshan). 

The UNI, already in a very bad

shape, had to incur losses to the tune

of crores of rupees with the Prasar

Bharati move. But these reasons do

not provide any excuse for the UNI

management for non-payment of

wages to its staff which was the rea-

son for Kumar's tragic end. The

board of directors with its faulty

policies started destroying the

agency long back. when the agency

was in a sound financial position, the

management launched a multi-lin-

gual television news agency (UNI

TV) primarily in English, Hindi and

Urdu. It failed to attract adequate

subscriptions seemingly due to

unprofessional way of news packag-

ing. For those follies of the manage-

ment employees are suffering. The

UNI management should work hard

and find ways to promptly pay all the

outstanding dues to its employees

not to mention the family of 

Kumar.

7march 2022
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TV News Channels give
Poor Account of Reporting

on War in Ukraine

ussian invasion of Ukraine in the

last week of February seems to

have given pause to the communal

venom being broadcast by the TV

news channel in a frenzied attempt

to make the ruling party win

provincial assembly elections.  The

prime time line-up in the main TV

channels on the evening of

February 23, a day before Russia

launched its push into Ukraine all

dealt with the alleged perfidies of

assorted opposition parties in their

effort to win elections, giving a free

pass to the ruling party, whose lead-

ers literally got away with deeply

divisive election speeches. 

The Election Commission, as

has been its practice in the past

eight years, is in deep slumber

when it comes to reading the riot act

to the ruling party, pun intended.

Since February 24, Indian TV

channels have gone berserk por-

traying the Russian war on Ukraine

in cataclysmic  terms, using lurid

graphics to belabour the point that

Russia is the aggressor, and criticis-

ing the west, especially the United

States, for not doing enough to pro-

tect Ukraine from its giant nuclear-

armed neighbour. 

I wonder what the channels

would have the US do. Deploy its

troops in defence of Ukraine? That

is not going to happen, not under

President Joe Biden's watch any-

way, because, remember, he just

recently ordered the complete with-

drawal of US troops from

Afghanistan, which the US had

invaded 20 years ago, leaving the

The writer is 
a senior journalist 

based at Hyderabad 

Shaukat H.
Mohammed
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Afghans to the brutal ministrations

of the Taliban.  The European Union

will not alienate Russia beyond a

point because important EU mem-

bers like Germany and Italy have

their own economic interests to pro-

tect; Germany is dependent on

Russian oil and gas for its energy

supplies, while Italy needs wealthy

Russians to buy its luxury goods.

Sure, the US and the EU have

announced sanctions against Russian

organisations and high-ranking indi-

viduals. Indeed, the US has also

sanctioned Russian President

Vladimir V. Putin and Russian

Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, but

President Biden and the EU hope the

Mr Putin will put an end to the hor-

ror show in Ukraine quickly, to

avoid extensive damage to the world

economy. 

The TV channels simply ignored

the nuances of the western response

to Russia, and were busy valorising

President Putin and comparing him

to Prime Minister Narendra D.

Modi, saying that Mr. Putin

appeared to have taken a page out of

Mr. Modi's book which calls for the

muscular response of "ghar mein

ghus kar marna". They used every

opportunity to show Mr. Modi in the

best possible light by repeatedly

claiming that both Russia and

Ukraine wanted Mr. Modi to inter-

vene by playing the role of a nego-

tiator between the two countries. It is

anybody's guess whether Mr Putin or

Ukrainian President Volodymyr

Zelenskyy had indeed sought India's

intervention, but if there was a hint

somewhere then our channels spun a

whole new positive story about the

prime minister. 

To say that our TV channels cov-

erage of the war in Ukraine was dis-

appointing would be an understate-

ment. It was pathetic, with few

reports from the battlefield, and a lot

of talking heads giving gyan about

how President Biden lost an oppor-

tunity to give President Putin a

bloody nose. A particularly egre-

gious guest on the India Today chan-

nel was Sebastian Gorka, who

served as deputy assistant to

President Donald Trump for a few

months in 2017. Mr. Gorka is a noto-

rious warmonger, who was given a

platform by Rahul Kanwal of India

Today to air his murderous views. 

Mr. Kanwal also got an interview

with Fareed Zakaria, an Indian-

American, who hosts two widely-

viewed shows on CNN. Mr. Zakaria

gave a balanced view on how India

should have reacted to Russia's

aggression against Ukraine. But

again, Mr. Kanwal could not control

himself, and succumbed to the need

to somehow show Mr. Narendra

Modi as the strong leader who had

forced the Chinese military forces to

leave the areas the People's

Liberation Army had occupied in

Ladakh. Mr Zakaria said that India

had made a strategic blunder by

abstaining from the voting which

was piloted by the United States in

the United Nations Security Council.

The motion was obviously vetoed by

Russia. He said the fact that Russia

is the principal supplier of military

hardware to India should not have

held India back, because the US

could provide better military hard-

ware than Russia. 

I have taken to watching CNN,

BBC and Al Jazeera to know what is

happening in Ukraine. All three

channels have several journalists on

the ground in Ukraine providing on-

the-field reportage. At CNN, you

have Michael Holmes, a veteran

CNN correspondent, anchoring the

war coverage from the city of Lviv

(pronounced: La-viv), interviewing

CNN reporters based in different

cities in Ukraine. Clive Myrie does

the anchoring of the war for the BBC

based in Ukraine's capital Kyiv, with

the active support of Lyse Doucet,

the BBC's chief international corre-

spondent and Sarah Rainsford, the

BBC's Eastern Europe correspon-

dent in Dnipro. Al Jazeera, too, has

several reporters in Ukraine doing

real-time reporting, something

which our channels are either unable

or unwilling to invest?
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Why should We
Remember Gandhi's

Trial of Sedition?
ahatma Gandhi had profusely exercised

freedom of expression during the British

Rule though that democratic right was

neither granted nor guaranteed. He used

the pen and his journal to fight the British

and faced sedition charges. He invented

Satyagraha (righteous indignation) and

ultimately laid down his life for fighting

for communal unity, as bullets from a

communal fanatic pierced his chest.

The journalist Gandhi might never

have imagined that the British weapon of

Sedition law would be used in independ-

ent India against those voicing freedom

and Satyagrahis, who are now being

called  andolanjeevis. Gandhi believed

that it was both 'moral' and 'legal' duty to

oppose 'bad laws' through Satyagraha. He

strongly opposed bad laws and awakened

the nation saying non-cooperation with

evil is equal to cooperation with good.

Non-violent Satyagraha was his mantra,

which is now under attack by lathis and

lawless goons. He opposed anti-people's

laws and policies of rulers. If Godse

killed Gandhi's body, our polity dealt a

death blow to his principle of non-cooper-

ation by bringing bad laws.  

A worst example is: On 29 January

2021, a masked group of around 150 per-

sons descended on Singhru border, hurled

petrol bombs and destroyed the camp of

the farmers, who were peacefully agitat-

ing against the three Farm Laws enacted

against their interest. 

Gandhi faced sedition charge for ask-

ing foreign rulers to go. But on 26th

January 2021, a few journalists and lead-

ers faced sedition for tweeting by mistake

an accidental death as a bullet caused one,

though they lost no time in amending

their tweet with apologies. British Judge

was hesitating to punish Gandhi for sedi-

tion, while our three estates never felt

ashamed to deny bail for the journalists

jailed on the same charge. 

This year from Republic Day to death

anniversary of Gandhi (30th January) the

Indian Republic was celebrating attacks

on agitators, crack down on Satyagraha

and sedition cases on journalists for writ-

ing or tweeting. Gandhi was an icon of

Satyagraha and his trial for sedition dur-

ing British Raj was a historic episode that

showcases his indomitable courage in the

fight against dictatorial rule.   

remembering historic trial

After Bal Gangadhar Tilak was punished

by imprisonment on charges of sedition, it

was Gandhi who faced the cruel

Britisher's harsh law. The trial of

Mahatma Gandhi, the author of impugned

M

Prof. Madabhushi
Sridhar 

Dean, School of Law,
Mahindra University. 

Former Central Information
Commissioner

Trail of
freedom 
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articles and Shri Shankarlal

Ghelabhai Banker, editor, and print-

er and publisher of young India, on

charges under section 124A of the

Indian Penal Code was held on

Saturday, 18th March, 1922, and the

accused were produced before Mr C.

N. Broomfield. J.CS., District and

Sessions Judge, Ahmedabad.

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi

and Shri Shankarlal Banker were

undefended. The then Advocate

General J. T. Strangman, with Rao

Bahadur Girdharlal Uttamram,

Public Prosecutor of Ahmedabad,

appeared for the Crown. Mr A. C.

wild, Remembrancer of Legal

Affairs, was also present. Among the

members of the public who were

present on the occasion were:

Kasturba Gandhi, Sarojini Naidu,

Pandit M. M. Malaviya, Shri N. C.

Kelkar, Smt J. B. Petit and Smt

Anasuyabahen Sarabhai.

It was alleged that Gandhi was

"bringing or attempting to bring into

hatred or contempt or exciting or

attempting to excite disaffection

towards His Majesty's Government

established by law in British India,

and thereby committing offences

punishable under Section 124A of

the Indian Penal Code," the offences

being in three articles published in

young India of September 29 and

December 15 of 1921 and February

23 of 1922. The offending articles

were then read out: The first of them

was, "Tampering with Loyalty"; the

second, "The Puzzle and its

Solution" and the last, "Shaking the

Manes."

gandhi pleads guilty

when charges were read out to him

and asked whether he would plead

guilty or claimed to be tried,

Gandhiji said: "I plead guilty to all

the charges. I observe that the King's

name has been omitted from the

charge, and it has been properly

omitted." The Judge asked Shri

Banker the same question and he too

readily pleaded guilty. when he was

asked whether he would give state-

ment, Gandhi gave the following

statement: 

"Before I read this statement, I

would like to state that I entirely

endorse the learned Advocate-

General's remarks in connection

with my humble self. I think that he

was entirely fair to me in all the

statements that he has made,

because it is very true and I have no

desire whatsoever to conceal from

this court the fact that to preach dis-

affection towards the existing system

of Government has become almost a

passion with me, and the Advocate-

General is entirely in the right when

he says that my preaching of disaf-

fection did not commence with my

connection with Young India but that

it commenced much earlier, and in

the statement that I am about to

read. it will be my painful duty to

admit before this court that it com-

menced much earlier than the period

stated by the Advocate-

General……."

resign or punish me: gandhi told

the Judge

The only course open to you, the

Judge, is, as I am going to say in my

statement, either to resign your post,

or inflict on me the severest penalty

if you believe that the system and

law you are assisting to administer

are good for the people. I do not

expect that kind of conversion. But

by the time I have finished with my

statement you will have a glimpse of

what is raging within my breast to

run this maddest risk which a sane

man can run."

'No rights as a man because I was

an Indian'

This was followed by Gandhi' writ-

ten statement as given here: 

"My public life began in 1893 in

South Africa in troubled weather. My

first contact with British authority in

that country was not of a happy

character. I discovered that as a man

and an Indian, I had no rights as a

man because I was an Indian. But I

was not baffled. I thought that this

treatment of Indians was as excres-

cence upon a system that was intrin-

sically and mainly good. I gave the

Government my voluntary and

hearty co-operation, criticising it

freely where I felt it was faulty but

never wishing its destruction.

Consequently, when the existence of

the Empire was threatened in 1899

by the Boer challenge, I offered my

services to it, raised a volunteer
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ambulance corps and served at sev-

eral actions that took place for the

relief of Ladysmith (...)

shocking Laws and massacre of

Jallianwala Bagh

The first shock came in the shape of

the Rowlatt Act, a law designed to

rob the people of all real freedom. I

felt called upon to lead an intensive

agitation against it. Then followed

the Punjab horrors beginning with

the massacre at Jallianwala Bagh and

culminating in crawling orders, pub-

lic floggings and other indescribable

humiliations. I discovered too that

the plighted word of the Prime

Minister to the Musalmans of India

regarding the integrity of Turkey and

the holy places of Islam was not like-

ly to be fulfilled. But in spite of the

forebodings and the grave warnings

of friends, at the Amritsar Congress

in 1919, I fought for cooperation and

working of the Montagu-Chelmsford

reforms, hoping that the Prime

Minister would redeem his promise

to the Indian Musalmans, that the

Punjab wound would be healed, and

that the reforms, inadequate and

unsatisfactory though they were,

marked a new era of hope in the life

of India. But all that hope was shat-

tered." (...)

Non-cooperation with evil is 

cooperation with good

Gandhi further said. 

In fact, I believe that I have ren-

dered a service to India and England

by showing in non-cooperation the

way out of the unnatural state in

which both are living. In my opinion

non-cooperation with evil is as much

a duty as is co-operation with

good……..The only course open to

you the judge and the assessors is

either to resign your posts and thus

dissociate yourself from evil. If you

feel that the law you are called upon

to administer is an evil and that in

reality, I am innocent or to inflict on

me the severest penalty, if you

believe that the system and the law

you are good for the people of this

country and that my activity is there-

fore injurious to the common-

wealth."

Such a great soul, Gandhi openly

criticised the British rule as evil and

its law of sedition as evil. Communal

forces did not allow this frail (for

fasting) 78-year-old great soul of

India to enjoy the freedom, which he

struggled for, even for a few months,

and even before the agenda for

democracy and development in the

form of Constitution for India is

drafted, he was removed from this

world. Today the Constitution of

Indian Republic is under attack. The

freedom of press is threatened by

sedition case-strategy of the

Government. Both the spirit of

Gandhi and his strong message to

treat as law of sedition itself as an

evil are killed.  we also have

attempted to stifle his method of

Satyagraha. People cannot express

dissent against the farm laws, and

should not say they will harm the

farmers and benefit purchasing cor-

porate. Those who say so are dubbed

anti national.  The Gandhi's fight

against the curbing of freedom of

expression by sedition charges needs

to be remembered to compare the sta-

tus of guaranteed freedom of press

according to its Constitution under

Indian rule and during British rule

where there was no mention of free-

dom anywhere. Today's journalist is

fighting sedition charges though he

did not spread disaffection, but criti-

cised bad laws and policies of the

Indian Governments. By the time a

journalist is found 'not guilty' by final

court in India, he would have spent a

life time in jail, which cannot be

called a 'life-imprisonment'. 

Gandhi was sentenced to six years in prison
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igh decibel screeching and frenetic finger

pointing seem to be the staple of daily

television news channels today. Be it

prime time news or talk shows, aggres-

sion and competitive intimidation are rife

in an atmosphere where hostile behav-

iour is not only tolerated but also applauded. Indian

democracy's shift towards majoritarianism - a distinctly

masculine project - is characterised by the suppression of

dissent and the violent othering of marginalised groups.

Such attitudes are reflected and propagated in the coun-

try's weakening institutions, including the mainstream

news media.

Alongside, the high level of aggression on social

media normalises toxic masculinity, encouraging  users

to drop their inhibitions and  'perform' their masculinities

through sexist, casteist and racist abuse, often accompa-

nied by threats of violence, especially sexual violence.

Against this backdrop, the Network of women in Media,

India (NwMI), set out to understand how hegemonic and

toxic masculinities are performed in news media, specif-

ically television. Our critique is not of men, but of the

hegemonic and toxic associations of masculinity with

aggression, dominance, misogyny and, ultimately, vio-

lence. An in-depth analysis of behaviours that convey

aggression (as opposed to assertion on the basis of evi-

dence), dominance (as opposed to negotiation and coop-

eration), and sexism (as opposed to gender inclusion and

respect), could allow us to formulate and promote alter-

native expressions of professionalism through example,

training and mentorship.

This report describes the outcome of a multi-site

study, monitoring journalistic performance of masculini-

ties on 31 prime-time television news and talk shows in

12 Indian languages, including English. The study also

undertook a limited analysis of social media posts to

understand how masculinist discourse played out in

these networks.

here are some of our findings:

u while aggression was observed in more than 50% of

all the news shows sampled, the number rose to 85%

for talk shows.

u Tone of voice was found to be the most common

expression of aggression (76.76%), while supporting

elements such as sound and visual effects signifying

aggression occurred frequently, too (60%).

u Marginally more male anchors (78.13%) employed

an aggressive tone of voice  than female anchors

(75.28%).

u Panels moderated by male anchors revealed relative-

ly more (54.55%) aggressive masculinist behaviour

on several metrics than those moderated by female

anchors (12.07%).

u More shouting by speakers over one another was also

observed in male-moderated panels (48.75%) as

compared to female-moderated panels (15.52%).

u Toxic masculinity combined with right-wing, hyper-

nationalist, majoritarian ideology was evident in dis-

course on social media.  Anyone critical of the ruling

establishment was branded "anti-national" and  sub-

jected to verbal assault by  online trolls. Online vio-

lence sometimes included increasingly real threats of

offline violence. .

Audience research is required to test the veracity of

the common argument to justify the shouting matches

that now pass for news television: that aggressive per-

formativity begets greater viewership. The report offers

a doable set of recommendations as well as a handy

checklist for anchors and talk-show hosts.

— Courtesy NWMI

H
staGinG aGGressiVe masculinity!    
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e live in Orwellian times where "war is

peace. Freedom is slavery. Ignorance is

strength." And with apologies to Orwell,

hate speech is free speech and mythology

is history.

So when the state strikes suddenly at

media houses to revoke licenses to TV

channels, or to redefine criteria for accred-

itation of journalists, there appear to be no

decipherable rules that govern these

actions. worse, the application of the prin-

ciple of equality before law is becoming

rare.

The Government of India on 9

February 2022 stopped the broadcasts of

MediaOne TV, refusing to renew its

license citing "security concerns." The

Madhyamam Broadcasting Ltd, which

runs the channel appealed against the ban

only to find the single judge bench uphold-

ing the government order. when it

appealed to the High Court of Kerala, a

double bench this time asked the govern-

ment to produce the specifics of security

concerns that the Ministry of Home raised.

The government submits the "security

concerns" in a sealed cover, which the

court accepts and up holds the single

judge's ruling. To this day, the channel has

not been informed about the reasons for

refusing to renew its license. That remains

sealed in a mysterious cover in the court.

Madhyamam Broadcasting Ltd has

been in existence since 2013 in Kerala.

Many senior journalists have hailed

MediaOne TV as a fearless, professional,

and independent source of news. The

channel's coverage of the Delhi riots how-

ever has miffed the government, which led

to a brief 48 hour suspension of transmis-

sions in 2020."Criticism of the Delhi

police and the RSS" was the Ministry's

stated reason for the action.

Unbeknownst to us, "criticism of Delhi

police and the RSS" has entered into the

list of reasonable restrictions, without any

need for an amendment to the

Constitution. The Minister of Information

and Broadcasting, Prakash Javedekar, later

claimed that it was a mistake. The other

new "reasonable restriction" in the present

context perhaps was that the Madhyamam

group is promoted by Jamat-e-Islami.

This suspicion of partisanship in "per-

mitting" some the right to free speech

while denying others gains strength from

the way the same dispensation and the

courts treat a channel like Sudarshan TV,

an admittedly proud serial offender that

indulges in hate speech. 

Respecting free speech principles,

Justices  D y Chandrachud and K M

Joseph of Supreme Court refused to

impose a "prior restraint on the publication

or the airing of views" in the case of

w

IneqUAlITy
befoRe lAW  

Padmaja Shaw

The writer is a retired  
professor of journalism

from Osmania University,
Hyderabad. 
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"Bindas Bol" show of Sudarshan TV

program based on a 49 second

promo that claimed "big expose on

conspiracy to infiltrate Muslims in

government service" through the

UPSC. But following the telecast,

the Supreme Court restrained the

channel from airing future episodes

of the show as the four episodes that

the channel telecast vilified the

Muslims and the court described the

content of the shows as "rabid" and

"insidious." The content is in public

domain and the court's judgement is

based on publicly available evi-

dence.

In the case of the revocation of

the license of MediaOne channel, the

evidence is in a sealed cover. Neither

the channel nor the public has any

information about the reasons for

refusing the renewal of the channel's

license. The court says the channel

poses "potential" threat to national

security. Can a claim based on a

sealed letter from a bureaucrat in the

Ministry of Home be an adequate

basis for denying the right to com-

municate of a television channel, a

channel that is well-regarded by the

media fraternity for its independence

and professionalism? Is denial of

license renewal not an act of pre-

censorship? 

If this becomes the precedent, the

new criterion of "potential" threat

(asserted in a sealed cover by the

functionaries in a ministry and

accepted as enough grounds by a

court) can be invoked against any

media house that does not toe, or

"potentially" unlikely to toe, the line

of the party in power.

The image of the judicial process

in India that takes shape from these

anomalous judgements by different

judges in different courts makes a

mockery of that basic principle of

democracy - "equality before law."

Another instance of this inequal-

ity before law is starkly illustrated in

the cases of arrest and bail of Arnab

Goswami and Siddiq Kappan. while

in the case of Arnab Goswami, the

judgment by Justices Dy

Chandrachud and Indira Banerjee

says that the Bombay High Court

had "abdicated its constitutional duty

and function as a protector of liber-

ty" by not conducting a prima facie

evaluation of the FIR against

Goswami and by refusing bail.  The

judgment further said, "...  it is the

duty of courts across the spectrum -

the district judiciary, the High Courts

and the Supreme Court - to ensure

that the criminal law does not

become a weapon for the selective

harassment of citizens."

Siddiq Kappan was arrested on 4

October 2020 at Maant toll plaza in

Mathura district of UP when he was

on his way to cover the Hathras rape

case. The initial charges were

"breach of peace." After a local court

in Mathura discharged him after six

months when the police was unable

to investigate, UAPA was added

alleging connections with Popular

Front of India, and attempts "to dis-

rupt social harmony and cause com-

munal riots.". PFI is not a banned

organisation even if the allegations

are true. Now the courts do not feel

it is necessary to prima facie evalu-

ate the FIR and grant bail to him. 

The question to ask for the media

fraternity is, can a journalist who is

on his/her way to a location be

picked up on charges of "breach of

peace" at all, before they even reach

the location or write a word about it?

Is it not pre-censorship by physical

restraint? In the case of Kappan, the

courts have been repeatedly invok-

ing the "seriousness" of charges in

the FIR, merely because the police

invoke UAPA without questioning

how the UAPA came to be added in

the first place. It is nearly 16 months

since Kappan has been in jail with-

out bail. 

while there seems to be no

urgency in the case of Kappan, a

vacation bench of Supreme Court

comprising Justices Dy

Chandrachud and Indira Banerjee

ensured Arnab Goswami's right to

liberty and free speech.

How can there be as many inter-

pretations of rights as the number of

courts and number of judges in the

country, from a single Constitution?

If media and information industry is

the lifeline for a healthy democracy,

can journalists be subjected to the

arbitrary application of law? Do the

rulings of Supreme Court have any

value any more as bench marks for

interpreting the Constitution? what

are the consequences for those who

ignore these rulings and apply their

own interpretations, and for the law

enforcement agencies that continue

to file cases on laws struck down by

the apex court such as 66A of IT

Act? 

Siddique Kappan: Still in jail
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T
he 15 acres spread of Mughal Garden is the

soul of Rastrapati Bhawan. It drew its inspi-

ration from the Mughal Garden of Jammu &

Kashmir. Sir Edwin Lutyens designed it as early as

1917. However, the plantings were done during

1928-29. William Mustoe, Director of Horticulture

was his collaborator in the raising of the garden.

Like the Rastrapati Bhawan building Sir Lutyens

brought together two different horticulture tradi-

tions for it, Mughal style and English flower gar-

den. Mughal canals, terraces and flowering shrubs

are beautifully blended with European flowerbeds,

lawns and private hedges. 

The Mughal Garden is famous for a verity of

Tulips and Primulas Roses; it has 159 celebrated

varieties of roses which blossom primarily in the

month of February and March. Apart from tulips

and roses there are more than 70 varieties of sea-

sonal flowers, 60 type of bougainvilleas and 50

varieties of trees to beatify the garden.  It opens for

public in spring season only during the Udyanotsav

which was held this year from 12 February to 16

March.

— S. N. SINHA

Mughal GardenMughal GardenMughal GardenMughal GardenMughal GardenMughal Garden
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Challenges to books about sexual and racial identity are nothing new in

American schools, but the tactics and politicization are

n wyoming, a county prosecutor's

office considered charges against

library employees for stocking books

like "Sex Is a Funny word" and "This

Book Is Gay."

In Oklahoma, a bill was introduced

in the State Senate that would prohibit

public school libraries from keeping

books on hand that focus on sexual

activity, sexual identity or gender iden-

tity. In Tennessee, the McMinn County

Board of Education voted to remove the

Pulitzer Prize-winning graphic novel

"Maus" from an eighth-grade module

on the Holocaust because of nudity and

curse words.

Parents, activists, school board offi-

cials and lawmakers around the country

are challenging books at a pace not seen

in decades. The American Library

Association said in a preliminary report

that it received an "unprecedented" 330

reports of book challenges, each of

which can include multiple books, last

fall.

"It's a pretty startling phenomenon

"I didn't know that was something you could do, file a criminal complaint against a book," said George
Johnson, author of the memoir “All Boys Aren't Blue”

book ban efforts
Spread Across the U.S

Elizabeth 
A. Harris and

Alexandra Alter

I



here in the United States to see book

bans back in style, to see efforts to

press criminal charges against school

librarians," said Suzanne Nossel, the

chief executive of the free-speech

organization PEN America, even if

efforts to press charges have so far

failed.

Such challenges have long been a

staple of school board meetings, but

it isn't just their frequency that has

changed, according to educators,

librarians and free-speech advocates

- it is also the tactics behind them

and the venues where they play out.

Conservative groups in particular,

fueled by social media, are now

pushing the challenges into state-

houses, law enforcement and politi-

cal races.

"The politicalization of the topic

is what's different than what I've

seen in the past," said Britten Follett,

the chief executive of content at

Follett School Solutions, one of the

country's largest providers of books

to K-12 schools. "It's being driven by

legislation, it's being driven by

politicians aligning with one side or

the other. And in the end, the librari-

an, teacher or educator is getting

caught in the middle."

Among the most frequent targets

are books about race, gender and

sexuality, like George M. Johnson's

"All Boys Aren't Blue," Jonathan

Evison's "Lawn Boy," Maia

Kobabe's "Gender queer" and Toni

Morrison's "The Bluest Eye." 

Several books are drawing fire

repeatedly in different parts of the

country - "All Boys Aren't Blue" has

been targeted for removal in at least

14 states - in part because objections

that have surfaced in recent months

often originate online. Many parents

have seen Google docs or spread-

sheets of contentious titles posted on

Facebook by local chapters of organ-

izations such as Moms for Liberty.

From there, librarians say, parents

ask their schools if those books are

available to their children.

"If you look at the lists of books

being targeted, it's so broad," Ms.

Nossel said. Some groups, she noted,

have essentially weaponized book

lists meant to promote more diverse

reading material, taking those lists

and then pushing for all the included

titles to be banned.

The advocacy group No Left

Turn in Education maintains lists of

books it says are "used to spread rad-

ical and racist ideologies to stu-

dents," including Howard Zinn's "A

People's History of the United

States" and Margaret Atwood's "The

Handmaid's Tale." Those who are

demanding certain books be

removed insist this is an issue of

parental rights and choice, that all

parents should be free to direct the

upbringing of their own children.

Others say prohibiting these titles

altogether violates the rights of other

parents and the rights of children

who believe access to these books is

important. Many school libraries

already have mechanisms in place to

stop individual students from check-

ing out books of which their parents

disapprove.

The author Laurie Halse

Anderson, whose young adult books

have frequently been challenged,

said that pulling titles that deal with

difficult subjects can make it harder

for students to discuss issues like

racism and sexual assault.

"By attacking these books, by

attacking the authors, by attacking

the subject matter, what they are

doing is removing the possibility for

conversation," she said. "you are

laying the groundwork for increas-

ing bullying, disrespect, violence

and attacks."

Tiffany Justice, a former school

board member in Indian River

County, Fla., and a founder of Moms

for Liberty, said that parents should

not be vilified for asking if a book is

appropriate. Some of the books

being challenged involve sexual

activity, including oral sex and anal

sex, she said, and children are not

ready for that kind of material.

"There are different stages of

development of sexuality in our

lives, and when that's disrupted, it

can have horrible long-term effects,"

she said.

"The bottom line is if parents are

concerned about something, politi-

cians need to pay attention," Ms.

Justice added. "2022 will be a year

of the parent at the ballot box."

Christopher M. Finan, the execu-
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Jack Petocz with the protest signs he
used at a school board meeting in

Flagler County, Fla.



tive director of the National

Coalition Against Censorship, said

he has not seen this level of chal-

lenges since the 1980s, when a simi-

larly energized conservative base

embraced the issue. This time, how-

ever, that energy is colliding with an

effort to publish and circulate more

diverse books, as well as social

media, which can amplify com-

plaints about certain titles.

"It's this confluence of tensions

that have always existed over what's

the proper thing to teach kids," Mr.

Finan said. "These same issues are

really coming alive in a new social

environment," he added, "and it's a

mess. It's a real mess."

Book challenges aren't just com-

ing from the right: "Of Mice and

Men" and "To Kill a Mockingbird,"

for example, have been challenged

over the years for how they address

race, and both were among the

library association's 10 most-chal-

lenged books in 2020.

In the Mukilteo School District

in washington State, the school

board voted to remove "To Kill a

Mockingbird" - voted the best book

of the past 125 years in a survey of

readers conducted by The New york

Times Book Review - from the

ninth-grade curriculum at the request

of staff members. Their objections

included arguments that the novel

marginalized characters of color, cel-

ebrated "white saviorhood" and used

racial slurs dozens of times without

addressing their derogatory nature.

while the book is no longer a

requirement, it remains on the dis-

trict's list of approved novels, and

teachers can still choose to assign it

if they wish.

In other instances, efforts to ban

books are more sweeping, as parents

and organizations aim to have them

removed from libraries, cutting off

access for everyone. Perhaps no

book has been targeted more vigor-

ously than "The 1619 Project," a best

seller about slavery in America that

has drawn wide support among

many historians and Black leaders

and which arose from the 2019 spe-

cial issue of The New york Times

Magazine. It has been named explic-

itly in proposed legislation.

Political leaders on the right have

seized on the controversies over

books. The newly elected governor

of Virginia, Glenn youngkin, a

Republican, rallied his supporters by

framing book bans as an issue of

parental control and highlighted the

issue in a campaign ad featuring a

mother who wanted Toni Morrison's

"Beloved" to be removed from her

son's high school curriculum.

In Texas, Governor Greg Abbott

demanded that the state's education

agency "investigate any criminal

activity in our public schools involv-

ing the availability of pornography,"

a move that librarians in the state

fear could make them targets of

criminal complaints. The governor

of South Carolina asked the state's

superintendent of education and its

law enforcement division to investi-

gate the presence of "obscene and

pornographic" materials in its public

schools, offering "Gender queer" as

an example.

The mayor of Ridgeland, Miss.,

recently withheld funding from the

Madison County Library System,

saying he would not release the

money until books with L.G.B.T.q.

themes were removed, according to

the library system's executive direc-

tor. George M. Johnson, the author

of "All Boys Aren't Blue," a memoir

about growing up Black and queer,

was stunned in November to learn

that a school board member in

Flagler County, Fla., had filed a

complaint with the sheriff's depart-

ment against the book. written for

readers aged 14 and older, it includes

scenes that depict oral and anal sex

and sexual assault.

"I didn't know that was some-

thing you could do, file a criminal

complaint against a book," Johnson

said in an interview. The complaint

was dismissed by the sheriff's office,

but the book was subsequently

removed from school libraries while

it was reviewed by a committee.

At a school board meeting where

the book was debated, a group of

students protested the ban and dis-

tributed free copies, while counter-

protesters assailed it as pornography

and occasionally screamed obsceni-

ties and anti-gay slurs, according to a

student who organized the protest

and posted video footage of the

event.

Johnson made a video appear-

ance at the meeting and argued that

the memoir contained valuable les-

sons about consent and that it high-

lighted difficult issues that teenagers

are likely to encounter in their lives.

A district committee reviewed

the book and determined it was

"appropriate for use" in high school

libraries, but the decision was over-

ruled by the county superintendent,

who told the school board that "All

Boys Aren't Blue" would be kept out

of libraries, while new policies are

created to allow parents to have

more control over which books their

children can access. Several other

young adult titles that had been chal-

lenged and removed were restored.

Jack Petocz, a 17-year-old stu-

dent at Flagler Palm Coast High

School who organized the protest

against the book ban, said that

removing books about L.G.B.T.q.

characters and books about racism

was discriminatory, and harmful to

20 march 2022
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students who may already feel that

they are in the minority and that their

experiences are rarely represented in

literature.

"As a gay student myself, those

books are so critical for youth, for

feeling there are resources for them,"

he said, noting that books that por-

tray heterosexual romances are

rarely challenged. "I felt it was very

discriminatory."

So far, efforts to bring criminal

charges against librarians and educa-

tors have largely faltered, as law

enforcement officials in Florida,

wyoming and elsewhere have found

no basis for criminal investigations.

And courts have generally taken the

position that libraries should not

remove books from circulation.

Nonetheless, librarians say that

just the threat of having to defend

against charges is enough to get

many educators to censor them-

selves by not stocking the books to

begin with. Even just the public

spectacle of an accusation can be

enough.

"It will certainly have a chilling

effect," said Deborah Caldwell-

Stone, director of the American

Library Association's office for intel-

lectual freedom. "you live in a com-

munity where you've been for 28

years, and all of a sudden you might

be charged with the crime of pander-

ing obscenity. And you'd hoped to

stay in that community forever."

She said that aggressively polic-

ing books for inappropriate content

and banning titles could limit stu-

dents' exposure to great literature,

including towering canonical works.

"If you focus on five passages,

you've got obscenity," Ms. Caldwell-

Stone said. "If you broaden your

view and read the work as a whole,

you've got Toni Morrison's

'Beloved.'"

Elizabeth A. Harris writes about

books and publishing for The New

york Times.   

Alexandra Alter writes about pub-

lishing and the literary world. Before

joining The Times in 2014, she cov-

ered books and culture for The wall

Street Journal. Prior to that, she

reported on religion, and the occa-

sional hurricane, for The Miami

Herald.

— This article first appeared

in the New York Times

A lesson from
Ravish Tiwari

Reporters are driven by professional 
rivalry, but it is collaboration that 
makes us better at our job

n the cut-throat field of journalism, 'breaking news' is the slogan

most follow. It is not enough to tell the story well; it is equally essen-

tial to be the first to do so. The pursuit of being fast and accurate can

get solitary. But occasionally, there come by journalists who make it

less lonely with their generosity. Ravish Tiwari, Chief of the

National Bureau and Political Editor of The Indian Express, was one

such journalist. Ravish, who had been suffering from cancer, recently passed

away at the age of 40, leaving a permanent void in our lives.

In Ravish's death, many journalists have lost a sounding board. His

ISobhana K. Nair
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curiosity transcended the concrete

boundaries between rival news-

rooms. I vividly remember the days

of the 2017 Uttar Pradesh Assembly

elections. I had returned to Delhi

after a brief trip to western U.P. and

was sitting at the BJP's headquarters.

It was a slow news day. Other than

lingering around in party offices,

there was not much to do. "what are

you doing in Delhi? The mother of

all elections is going on in U.P. Go

where the news is," Ravish thun-

dered. I mumbled some excuse in

response. But he wasn't willing to

take no for an answer. "Remember,

elections come only once in five

years. This is your opportunity to get

to know India's granular details," he

said. He made me write an email to

my boss. within 12 hours, I was in

Varanasi. A week later, he called. He

wanted a detailed report of my trip;

he was keen to know about the

nuances which may not have made it

to my news report.

As we stood around during his

cremation, bidding him farewell,

many reporters from different publi-

cations had similar experiences to

share. Even in the days leading to his

death, Ravish was busy cheering on

those on the field. He would urge

reporters to visit specific constituen-

cies. He would then call them to see

if his assessment tallied with what

they had heard on the ground. He

remained engaged till the very end.

For many of us, he was often the

first port of call before travelling to

an election-bound State. He would

be magnanimous with insights. He

would help us navigate the complex

caste matrix that he knew well. And

whenever he didn't have the answers,

he would share the phone numbers

of those who could tell us more. This

was rare, for reporters are famously

stingy with sharing phone numbers.

He never saw any reporter as a rival.

For him, we were all collaborators.

Professional rivalry drives us, but it

is collaborative journalism that

makes us better reporters.

Ravish adored Parliament ses-

sions. In the last few months, he

acutely felt his inability to saunter

into Parliament, perhaps even more

than the pain ringing through his

body after several rounds of

chemotherapy. He could spend hours

listening to the discourse both inside

and outside the House. Ravish was

nearly a permanent fixture at the tea

shop on the first floor of Parliament

House. Reporters and politicians

alike flocked to him. He would lis-

ten, his eyes wide with wonder, giv-

ing politicians the false confidence

that they had successfully sold their

tales to an unsuspecting audience.

But he wouldn't let anyone run away

with the narrative. Often, and quite

unexpectedly, Ravish would stab

them with a question, twisting it all

the way into their gut and smiling all

along.

And in a world neatly divided

into ideological silos, his biggest

fear was that he would get trapped in

an echo chamber. This is why he

spoke to everyone, irrespective of

ideology, region, language and cul-

ture. This perhaps explains his

pinned tweet, "How difficult it is to

listen to the flow of a world of opin-

ions much deeper than the merit of

one's own mental frameworks ...

Objectivity!" During the 2020 Bihar

Assembly elections, just a few

months after he was diagnosed with

cancer, I remember texting him, anx-

ious about whether I was interpret-

ing the voices from the ground cor-

rectly. His advice: "Make sure you

talk to every community. Talk to as

many people as you can."

It was a privilege to listen to him

and learn from him. Ravish, you will

stay with us forever. 

— This article first appeared in

the Hindu

Ravish Tiwari
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arious journalists'

bodies including the

Indian Journalists

Union (IJU) collec-

tively protested

against the new

guidelines for central media accredi-

tation issued by the Press

Information Bureau (PIB) recently

and wrote a letter to the Information

and Broadcasting (I&B) Minister

Anurag Thakur.   

Journalists' bodies including

Indian Journalists Union, Press Club

of India, Indian women's Press

Corps, Press Association, Delhi

Union of Journalists and working

News Camaramen's Association held

a meeting on February 11 and dis-

cussed the new PIB accreditation

guidelines. 

After a detailed discussion the

meeting strongly opposed the unilat-

eral and unfair decision of the

Ministry of Information and

Broadcasting in drastically altering

the guidelines and forming a lop-

sided Central Media Accreditation

Committee (CMAC). To this effect

the meeting has passed a resolution.

After the meeting journalists held a

protest demonstration at the Delhi

Press Club.  In their letter to the min-

ister, the journalists' bodies said that

the I&B Ministry has taken "unilat-

eral and unfair" decision to "drasti-

cally" alter the accreditation guide-

lines in violation of the existing

guidelines of the Press Council of

India. "Both the guidelines and the

CMAC violate the existing guide-

lines framed by the apex media body

Press Council of India," it added.

According to Central Media

Accreditation Guidelines-2022,

announced on February 7, accredita-

tion is liable to be withdrawn or sus-

pended if a journalist "acts in a man-

ner prejudicial to the country's secu-

rity, sovereignty and integrity,

friendly relations with foreign states,

public order, decency or morality, or

in any relation to contempt of court,

defamation or incitement to an

offence". Accreditation can also be

suspended if a journalist or the

media organisation the scribe repre-

sents is found to have furnished false

or forged information or documents.

"In such an event, the journal-

ist/media organisation shall be

debarred from accreditation for up to

a maximum of five years but not less

than two years, as may be decided by

the CMAC (Central Media

Accreditation Committee)," the

guidelines stipulate.

Besides, accredited media per-

sons have been prohibited from

using the words "Accredited to the

government of India" on public/

social media profile, visiting cards,

letter heads or on any other form or

any published work.

"Vague, arbitrary and Draconian"!

The Editors Guild of India (EGI) has

also protested the new guidelines. In

a statement the EGI said it was

deeply concerned about the newly

released Central Media

Accreditation Guidelines issued by

the Press Information Bureau of

India, which lays down the rules for

giving accreditation to journalists for

accessing and reporting from the

headquarters of Government of

India. The guidelines contain various

new provisions under which accred-

itation of a journalist can be revoked,

many of which are arbitrary and

without any due process of law, the

EGI said. For instance, accreditation

can be revoked if a journalist is

"charged with a serious cognizable

offence". The EGI said it is bizarre

that merely being charged has been

mentioned as a ground for cancella-

tion. The other grounds for cancella-

tion are manifestly vague and sub-

jective, especially since no proce-

dures have been set out. 

Journalists' bodies Protest

new accreditation Guidelines 

Journalists protesting against new guidelines for central accreditation at Press Club of India,
New Delhi. Balwinder Jammu, Secretary General, IJU,  one of the signatories is seen

V
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The Scandal that
Refuses to Go Away!

eldom had a white House event been more meticulously planned than

the June 12, 1971, wedding of President Richard Nixon's daughter

Tricia to Edward F. Cox, the 24-year-old scion of a prominent New

york family. A who's who of celebrities and notables attended, includ-

ing Billy Graham, Norman Vincent Peale and J. Edgar Hoover. The 87-

year-old Alice Roosevelt Longworth, who herself had been married at

the white House in 1906, shakily dug her invitation out of her hand-

bag to present to security. Cameras clicked madly when the newlyweds

cut their seven-tier wedding cake. yet when the stories hit the news, the

Rose Garden gala was portrayed as Squaresville, U.S.A.

Nixon was livid. "If it were the Kennedys," he complained to his

chief of staff, H. R. Haldeman, "it would be rerun every night for three

weeks." He found the smugness of The washington Post particularly

infuriating. "I just don't like that paper," he grumbled to his press sec-

retary, Ron Ziegler, demanding that The Post be banned from future

white House social events.

As the journalist and historian Garrett M. Graff details in his daz-

zling "watergate: A New History," the white House's anti-press esca-

lation began the very next day when The New york Times ran Neil

Sheehan's eye-popping "Vietnam Archive: Pentagon Study Traces

Three Decades of Growing

Involvement." It was the initial volley

describing what came to be called "The

Pentagon Papers," a classified 7,000-

page Defense Department study, leaked

by the defense analyst Daniel Ellsberg,

that traced the U.S. involvement in the

Vietnam war. "The Pentagon Papers

contained all the right ingredients for an

explosion," Graff writes. "They played to

Nixon's conspiratorial paranoid nature,

to his antipathy for the press in general

and The washington Post and The New

york Times in specific; moreover, they

focused on a government cover-up, cat-

nip to reporters, that stemmed from the

thing Nixon hated most next to perhaps

antiwar protesters - leakers."

Nixon had been the first president

since 1848 to enter the white House
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without control of either congres-

sional body, which forced him to tri-

angulate with Democratic senators

to pass laws like the Clean Air Act

and the Occupational Health and

Safety Act - both landmarks of the

liberal era of American governance.

But his refusal to immediately pull

troops out of Vietnam, coupled with

his administration's illegal incur-

sions into Cambodia and Laos, had

earned him a villainous reputation.

Seething that the media, the

Democrats and the counterculture

were all out to destroy him, Nixon

fought back.

Treating politics as a blood sport,

he disregarded the protocols and

proprieties of the executive branch,

putting himself above the law.

Beyond suing The Times, he recruit-

ed a team of former F.B.I. and C.I.A.

operatives for clandestine operations

intended to plug the Pentagon Papers

leak. On Sept. 3, 1971, that team -

nicknamed "the plumbers" - broke

into the Los Angeles office of Dr.

Lewis Fielding, Ellsberg's psychia-

trist, seeking evidence to discredit

the whistle-blower. They found

nothing, but the file cabinet they

pried open is now on display at the

Smithsonian.

As Nixon's 1972 re-election

effort gained steam, one of those

plumbers, G. Gordon Liddy, was

transferred to the Committee to Re-

Elect the President (CREEP), where

he obtained approval from Attorney

General John Mitchell for a wide-

ranging plan of espionage. On May

28, 1972, Liddy's men staged their

first break-in at the Democratic

National Committee headquarters at

washington's watergate complex,

bugging the telephones of staffers.

During a subsequent incursion on

June 17, they were discovered and

apprehended - touching off the scan-

dal that would ultimately take down

the administration.

A lively writer, Graff explores

the dramatic scope of the watergate

saga through its participants - politi-

cians, investigators, journalists,

whistle-blowers and, at center stage,

Nixon himself: power broker extra-

ordinaire, five-time fixture on

Republican presidential tickets

between 1952 and 1972, and holder

of the record for most appearances

on the cover of Time magazine, at 55

issues. For all his accomplishments,

the 37th president was a man of deep

contradictions: a law-and-order can-

didate who flouted the law, an inse-

cure man with a deep reservoir of

hubris, a traditional-values president

who drank to excess and cursed like

a sailor.

while Nixon's predecessor,

Lyndon Johnson, thrived amid disor-

der, Nixon maintained a clean desk

and kept his circle of advisers small.

"Just one dinky little phone to keep

in touch with his people," a flabber-

gasted Johnson scoffed after dining

with Nixon. "That's all - just three

buttons and they all go to Germans!"

- those being the chief of staff,

Haldeman; the domestic policy

chief, John Ehrlichman; and the

national security adviser, Henry

Kissinger. Reporters variously

referred to this team as the German

Shepherds, the Berlin wall, the

Fourth Reich and "the King's

Krauts."

Graff ably recounts the tense

interactions between Nixon and his

people in the aftermath of the

watergate break-in. After a 16-

minute telephone talk with Senator

Sam Ervin, who wanted to send the

attorney Samuel Dash to the white

House to study files, Nixon abruptly

hung up. "There ain't gonna be no

papers that come out," Nixon vented

to Kissinger and Al Haig. "Let him

sue, Christ, they - if the Supreme

Court wants to decide in its wisdom

to help destroy the presidency, the

Supreme Court destroys it. I'm not

gonna destroy it." Nixon launched

into a tirade about immediately find-

ing the "toughest, meanest, right-

wing nominees" to appoint as feder-

al judges. "No Jews," Nixon barked.

"Is that clear? we've got enough

Jews. Now if you find some Jew I

think is great, put him on there. Put a

Black Jew?"

with granular detail, Graff writes

about the white-collar criminals,

hatchet men and rogues who popu-

lated the outer circles of Nixon's

covert operations. The deputy cam-

paign manager, Jeb Magruder,

arguably comes off the worst, "an

empty vessel of a man, all too ready

to fulfill others' ambitions, taskings

and visions." Though competent

enough to help devise Nixon's win-

ning 1972 re-election slogan, "Now

More Than Ever," he displayed a

carelessness that saw him noncha-

lantly introducing Liddy to

washington reporters as CREEP's

"man in charge of dirty tricks." This

caused Liddy to beg the white

Garrett 
M. Graff
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House counsel, John Dean, to fire the preppy

loudmouth. "Magruder's an asshole, John," Liddy

pleaded, "and he's going to blow my cover."

Magruder stayed on, then flipped to federal pros-

ecutors in exchange for reduced charges.

The heroes of "watergate" are predictable:

Bob woodward and Carl Bernstein of The

washington Post. Charting their trajectory from

the arraignment of the watergate burglars on June

17, 1972, until Vanity Fair revealed the identity of

Deep Throat in 2005, Graff celebrates their tenac-

ity while also documenting dramatic embellish-

ments in their best-selling memoir "All the

President's Men."

watergate studies can be a rabbit hole of hard-

to-decipher tapes and half-baked theories. As a

former Politico Magazine editor, Graff chafes at

hunches and internet misinformation. Therefore,

it's notable that he suggests the C.I.A. might have

set up the voice-activated system that sank

Nixon's ship. The mysterious figure of Alexander

Butterfield looms large in this regard. According

to Graff, Rose Mary woods, Nixon's secretary,

believed that Butterfield, who installed the white

House taping system, was a C.I.A. operative. "I

have to agree," Haldeman is quoted as saying.

"She may have a point."

Nixon studies have matured in the past 50

years thanks to superb books by Rick Perlstein,

John A. Farrell, Irwin F. Gellman, Margaret

MacMillan and others. But neither they nor

Graff's "watergate" answers some longstanding

big questions. who officially ordered the break-

in? what was the aim? were such central players

as Howard Hunt and James McCord cooperating

with the C.I.A. even as they orchestrated the

break-in?

Meanwhile, Nixon still hovers in the dark

shadows of American history, the jowly-faced

villain tattooed on Roger Stone's back, and his

signature scandal has provided shorthand for

every other -gate scandal that's followed. As for

Tricia Nixon? Five decades later she and Ed Cox

remain happily married. Douglas Brinkley is the

Katherine Tsanoff Brown chair in humanities and

a professor of history at Rice University and the

co-author, with Luke A. Nichter, of the two-vol-

ume "The Nixon Tapes."

— This review first appeared in 

The New York Times



fter realising that the state government

has removed his newspaper from the list

of those which were regularly getting

advertisements the owner of this newspa-

per met the top government officials to

find out the reasons for such arbitrary

action. He was told that his  paper has

already become leftist and that they could

not give any advertisement support to

such publication that propagates leftist

opinion. The paper whose title is "Subah

Savere" used to publish thought provok-

ing articles including those written by lib-

eral writers. It did not desist from pub-

lishing news reports and articles critical

of the government. 

This appears to be the general policy

of the BJP ruled Madhya Pradesh govern-

ment that advertisement support would be

extended to only such newspapers which

were normally not hostile to them.

"Dainik Bhaskar" is among the newspa-

pers which for the past several months is

not getting government advertisements.

There was a time when "Bhaskar" was

getting largest share of government ads,

largely because it used to lend nearly

unconditional support to the government.

But during the second wave of Covid

pandemic it started publishing critical

reports. It published reports about dead

bodies floating in the river Ganga.  The

newspaper has also questioned the data

on the number of covid deaths put out by

the government accusing it of suppress-

ing the actual number of Covid related

deaths. It also published a series of stories

exposing the all round failure of the

administration including maintaining

supply of Oxygen, medicines etc. 

"Bhaskar" claims to be largest circu-

lated newspaper of the country. Besides

being published in almost all the Hindi

speaking states it also has substantial cir-

culation in Maharashtra and Gujarat.      

Despite passage of several months

after being deprived of government

advertisement support  Bhaskar has not

given any indication that it is prepared to

compromise or change its policy. Besides

denying advertisements the government

launched IT and ED raids on various

allied business establishments of

"Bhaskar" group. It appears that denial of

government advertisements has not

affected Bhaskar's financial viability. In

fact during this period flow of private

advertisements not only continued to be

unaffected but also reflected an increase

in the quantum of ads. How long Bhaskar

can afford to continue to take up cudgels

with the government only future can tell. 

This policy of punishing independent

news media and rewarding pliant media

is not exclusive to Madhya Pradesh

alone. Many governments are enforcing

this unofficial policy which is arbitrary.

In democracy media should get uncondi-

tional patronage of the government. In

Britain BBC is totally financed by the

government. whatever editorial policy

the BBC peruses the government never

withdraws its patronage. Because of gov-

ernment's discriminating policy several

small newspapers and periodicals have

closed down. Meanwhile it is claimed

that publications which toe government

line are being patronised in various ways.

India cannot afford this state of affairs to

continue if it cherishes democracy.
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being Independent! 
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'GanGubai Kathiawadi':

brassy alia bhatt 
dominates this saGa set

in a mumbai brothel

Sanjay Leela Bhansali's film has been inspired by a 
real-life madam in the city's Kamathipura red-light district

angubai, the madam of a brothel,

has run into her latest problem - a

school wants her and her kind out

of the neighbourhood. A journalist

rushes to Gangubai's aid, giving

her a voice through his reportage

and a spot in a public debate on the

issue.

why are you helping me,

Gangubai wonders. The journalist

replies with a knowing smile. why

wouldn't he? Gangubai is played

by Alia Bhatt, who has never

looked more stunning.

Gangubai is the lead character

in the latest film by Sanjay Leela

Bhansali, one of Hindi cinema's

most assiduous purveyors of

enchantment. The journalist Hamid

(Jim Sarbh) can only gaze upon

Gangubai in wordless wonder, as

do we in a film that is a feast for

the eyes even as it leaves the soul

hungry. Gangubai Kathiawadi

places Alia Bhatt at the front and

centre of a narrative that champi-

ons sex work but most of all vener-

ates its impeccably styled heroine.

Although beautifully filmed and

less grandiloquent than some of

Bhansali's other productions,

Gangubai Kathiawadi is about as

bloodless, more concerned with

technical perfection and the show-

casing of its star lead than the com-

plexities of the subject matter.

The film has been adapted from

"The Matriarch of Kamathipura", a

chapter in the anthology Mafia

queens of Mumbai by S Hussain

Zaidi and Jane Borges. Gangubai

was a madam in Mumbai's red-

light district until the 1970s. Zaidi

and Borges indiscriminately mix

fact and apocrypha in their breath-

less profile of Gangubai as a patron

saint of the sex workers in her

employ and a power broker who

was allegedly granted an audience

with the former prime minister

G

The reviewer is film
critic with the

Scroll.in
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Jawaharlal Nehru.

The screenplay by Bhansali and

Utkarshini Vashishtha completes

Gangubai's canonisation. The dra-

matic licence already present in the

source material feeds Bhansali's

career-long quest to create larger-

than-life characters whose exploits

can barely be contained even by the

big screen.

Gangubai Kathiawadi is set in

the 1950s and 1960s. A newly traf-

ficked teenager reminds Gangubai of

her own arrival in Kamathipura.

Tricked by a lover with the promise

of a film career, Gangubai charts her

version of stardom.

Gangubai begins her ascent by

challenging her madam Sheela

(Seema Pahwa). Gangubai makes

friends in high places, including with

the gangster Rahim Lala (Ajay

Devgn). She falls in love once again,

this time with the boyish tailor

Afshan (Shantanu Maheshwari). An

election for the post of the head of

Kamathipura's brothels brings

Gangubai in the crosshairs of the

hijra Raziabai (Vijay Raaz).

with her curly tresses and tart

tongue, Gangubai is a direct descen-

dant of Rukminibai, the madam from

Shyam Benegal's Mandi. The influ-

ence of Mandi also shows up in the

moral outrage against prostitution

and the proposed relocation of the

brothels. we contribute to the safety

of women in public by reining in the

potential for sexual assault,

Gangubai thunders at a public meet-

ing - a sentiment previously

expressed by an only half-serious

Rukminibai.

However, Mandi's sly humour

and Rukminibai's self-serving ways

don't make it to the Bhansaliverse. A

suggestion that Gangubai's feminist

stance is a gimmick is quickly jetti-

soned. Real feminists, who re-desig-

nated prostitution as sex work and

have campaigned for its legalisation,

do not breach the invisible walls of

the fictional Gangubai's bastion.

The opponents within are as inef-

fective as Gangubai is gorgeous. Or

rather, are they weak because they

lack her comportment? From

Gangubai's first boss to the cus-

tomers who torment her to Raziabai,

nobody is allowed to out-dazzle the

leading light of Kamathipura.

Raziabai, an already margin-

alised figure, suffers the most from

the film's fixation with Gangubai

and its lack of empathy for other sex

workers who might have had jour-

neys similar to hers. The absence of

serious confrontation as a dramatic

device weights down an already

bloated screenplay, in which scene

after scene is dedicated to

Gangubai's gangster cool.

The bordello saga plays out in a

typically self-contained Bhansalian

world. The director often resembles

a bioscope operator peering into a

fantastical realm governed by its

own rules and populated by flam-

boyant characters.

But unlike some of his once-

upon-a-never films, Gangubai

Kathiawadi feels closer to reality.

The bravura production design, by

Amit Ray and Subrata Chakraborty,

complements rather than overpowers

the story. In the incredibly detailed

warren of dense streets with stone

buildings that resemble cages, feisty

women put their bodies to work,

forge lasting friendships, and gravi-

tate towards Gangubai's leadership.

Cinematographer Sudeep

Chatterjee's central and frontal fram-

ing places Gangubai at the literal

heart of the movie. Bhansali, who

has also edited Gangubai

Kathiawadi and scored its tepid

music, dexterously throws in close-

ups that fill up the screen and show-

case the acting talent.

The performers who are occa-

sionally permitted to steal Alia

Bhatt's thunder include Indira

Tiwari, who is lovely as Gangubai's

confidante Kamli. Gangubai's loneli-

ness at the top is aptly captured by

her relationship with Afshan. Some

of the best moments are between the

assertive madam and the mild-man-

nered tailor, including a charming

sequence that captures the entire arc

of courtship through gestures and

expressions. Unlike the virginal and

decorative women in Bhansali's pre-

vious projects, Gangubai is wise to

the ways of the world and brassy

enough to make her place in it. The

actor who plays her makes a fantasy

of empowerment halfway credible.

Alia Bhatt is mesmerising from

word go, mounting a charm offen-

sive that is hard to resist. Effortlessly

handling pages of bombastic dia-

logue as well as expressive dialogue-

free moments, Bhatt throws herself

into the Gangubai mythos.

Gangubai appears to have

walked off the movie posters at the

New Roshan cinema a few doors

down from her workplace, her tinsel

intact. She's a bit of a stand-up comic

and a bit of a thug. Bhansali never

lets us forget that she is first and

foremost the heroine of

Kamathipura.

— This review first appeared

on scroll.in website 
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to facilitate or hinder?   

A
re the recently announced new media accredi-

tation guidelines meant for facilitating media

to perform their duty or throwing spanners?

Media and journalists are of the view that

these guidelines are brought with an aim to

put pressure on them to work only in a man-

ner that pleases the government. The Press

Information Bureau under the Ministry of

Information & Broadcasting issue PIB accred-

itation cards to journalists after due security

clearance. This card gives them access to min-

istries and government offices without any

prior appointment, permits them to attend

press conferences and functions involving

Prime Minister and President in their official

residence or outside and allows them to cover

the programs  of visiting foreign dignitaries. 

This card also allows them to get certain

CGHS health facilities and railway conces-

sions on official work. The cards are renewed

every year and this process ends in December

and new cards are given in the beginning of

the New year. This time the process of renew-

al has not started till February, thus giving

room for apprehensions that the delay is hap-

pening with an agenda to keep some 

journalists out. we have seen how in the name

of pandemic last year the entry of journalists

to the Parliament has been curbed which was

not resorted even after the cases came to be

controlled and all public spaces are opened up.

At present 2457 journalists have PIB

accreditation including journalists working

with media organisations, freelancers and vet-

eran journalists.  The new guidelines have a

new section of ten conditions under which a

accreditation of a journalist can be suspended.

These stringent conditions stipulate that a

journalist can lose accreditation if he or she

"acts in manner which is prejudicial to the

sovereignty and integrity of India, the securi-

ty of the state, friendly relations with foreign

states, public order, decency or morality or in

relation to contempt of court, defamation or

incitement of an offence." 

The conditions also mention that if a jour-

nalist is charged with "serious cognizable

offence" his accreditation can be suspended.

The other conditions for suspension of accred-

itation include using it for "non-journalistic

activities", furnishing false information and if

the media organisation the journalist is part of

ceases to exist, or if the journalist leaves the

organisation, among others. It also prohibits a

journalist from mentioning "accreditated to

the Government of India" on social media,

visiting cards or letterheads etc.

These types of conditions were never there

from the inception of the Press Information

Bureau. The guidelines in vogue until now

were only in general terms where it was stat-

ed that the accreditation "shall be withdrawn

as soon as the conditions on which it was

given cease to exist" and is also liable to be

withdrawn/suspended if it is found to have

been misused." The new guidelines for the

first time have included guidelines for accred-

itation facility to journalists working for onli-

ne news platforms that require them to com-

ply with Information Technology rules 2021

which give the government greater power to

monitoring and controlling online content. 

we have seen how the authorities are fil-

ing cases under Sedition law, Public Safety

Act and Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act

against journalists and keeping them in pro-

longed detention denying them a chance to

defend themselves. we have seen a decline on

our ranking in the world Press Freedom index. 

Remember what Chief Justice of India has

said recently during a book launch: "the con-

cept of investigative journalism is unfortu-

nately vanishing from the media canvas - it is

true at least in the Indian context. when we

were growing up, we eagerly looked forward

to newspapers exposing big scandals; the

newspapers (then) never disappointed us."

The PIB guideline will be a last nail to kill this

investigative journalism. The PIB and the

I&B ministry should always be liberal in

facilitating journalists as the former also have

the duty to protect the freedom of media and

our image of the nation in the world as a great

democracy with free press.   
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