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here is nothing to be proud of. The media scenario in the

country is depressing. The pandemic is unrelenting. A

vicious second wave hit the country hard. A callous gov-

ernment, which had not learnt its lessons, ignored repeat-

ed warnings from the experts, and thus remained unpre-

pared, leaving hapless victims of the virus to fend for themselves. 

The virus killed many. But avoidable reasons like lack of hospi-

tal beds and oxygen killed many more. Such was the fury of the

dance macabre; cities like Delhi had to raise crematoria overnight to

meet the ever increasing demand. 

Yet, complying media houses kept working hard to shield the

government. To question those in power is now a cognisable

offence, often under stringent laws. One devastating photo by the

late Danish Siddiqui of Reuters killed the whole lie. When the cele-

brated photojournalist was felled in the line of duty in the killing

fields of Afghanistan, some in India did not hesitate to celebrate the

hero's death. Humanism took a beating. 

Amidst the chaos of the pandemic media freedom and human

rights also took a beating. Dissent and criticism invited cases

under sedition law. Everything that was against the regime

became a conspiracy. Even the yearly World Press Freedom Index

by the Reporters Without Borders, which said India is one of the

world's most dangerous countries for journalists trying to do their

duty.

Wage cuts by managements and lack of empathy and support

from governments both at centre and states has made life difficult

for working journalists. Recognition or no recognition they also

have become frontline warriors in the fight against the pandemic.

And many died.  

And finally the government did not bat an eyelid before telling

the august house of Parliament that there were no deaths in the

country due to lack of oxygen. If the observations of experts are any

indication a third wave is imminent. We do not know what

is in store for us. Under these very trying circumstances

thousands of journalists are still out there in cities, towns

and in the vast rural India, trying to do their duty. Yes.

That is something we must be proud of.  

Be Proud..! 

T

Guest Editor
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Homage!
This issue is dedicated to the memory 

of Com. Santosh Kumar and Com. Kosuri Amarnath 



4 august 2021

Amarnath presenting a  set of Scribes News
copies to Jammu Kashmir Chief Minister

Mehbooba Mufti in Srinagar in October 2017

Leaders of TUWJ with PCI Chairman Justice C. K. Prasad in
Hyderabad

IJU leaders with the leadership of APUWJ and TUWJ in Desoddharaka Bhavan, Hyderabad

A delegation of PCI including Amarnadh with Manipur Chief
Minister at Imphal in November 2017

TUWJ leaders felicitating Amarnath in the union office
at Hyderabad on an occasion in March 2021
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Santosh ji displayed a magnetic touch when he 
led journalists' movements. He had a charisma that is difficult

to forget, it was an aura almost

Santosh ji.. a Rare

Combination!

omrade Santosh Kumar was a

journalist stalwart, and at the

same time a stalwart protector of

the interests of working journal-

ists. This is one of the most

unusual combinations. His sad

death in mid-April at the age of

93 has snatched away from our

midst a perfect example of a fine

professional who did not shy

away from trade union work for

which he was acknowledged in

the national capital over a consid-

erable period of time. 

Santosh ji, as he was so very

fondly called by those who knew

him, rose to be the news editor of

prominent Urdu daily Pratap.

Back in the day, the position of

news editor was among the high-

est positions to aspire for in jour-

nalism. Simultaneously, the late

leader displayed a magnetic touch

when he led journalists' move-

ments for better wages and work-

ing conditions. He had a charisma

that is difficult to forget, it was an

aura almost.

I have had the good fortune to

have experienced the thrill of

being a political journalist in our

capital city over a fairly long

stretch of time. That leads me to

the thought that if Santosh ji had

worked for a major English lan-

guage publication instead of an

Indian language daily- no matter

how well known- he may well

have been cited as being some-

thing of a legend. Such is the hold

of English over the national psy-

che which, regrettably, continues

to be privileged over our other

languages.

Since other friends are writing

about the part played by Santosh

ji as a trade union leader of the

first rank, I deem it a privilege to

be allowed by the editor to be

purely impressionistic in my

reflections. My first image of

Santosh ji must be from the eight-

ies, or possibly the late seventies,

mobilizing journalists in the

course of a struggle. I was quite

mesmerized. He was brisk with-

out being rough- perhaps like a

general who is popular with the

troops. 

White trousers, white bush-

The writer is a 
senior journalist 

C

Anand K Sahay
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shirt and a baton in hand. That was Com.

Santosh. It was plain to everyone that he

meant business, and would not settle for

half measures to get the job done when it

came to explaining important issues to

colleagues, making them march, and

marching with them. 

He had a wonderful capacity to

mobilize and enthuse, and as a speaker

he was quite exceptional. Com Santosh

spoke Hindi/Urdu, and English with

equal ease. He was of Kashmiri stock

but I do not know if he spoke Kashmiri.

No matter the language, there could not

be the slightest doubt in anyone's mind

when they were face-to face with him

that he was, above all, a humanist, and a

dogged fighter for justice. 

He had gaunt, reflective looks, was

of slightly above medium height with

not half an ounce of extra fat on his

body. This trim, no-nonsense, soldier of

just causes was so obviously a leader,

and could be marked out as such from a

long way. There was an unmistakable air

about him of being a man given to both

thought and action. There was also an air

of simplicity.

Santosh ji was from pre-

Independence Lahore. About twenty-

five years ago, he visited his beloved

city and wrote about this journey to

Pakistan in "Lahore-Nama", a copy of

which he gave me to read. I am grateful

to him for this act of kindness. He also

narrated a fascinating experience: In

Karachi, journalists there showed him

and his colleagues great warmth and

gave a public reception in their honour in

which the felicitation address was read

out not in Urdu or English, but in

Awadhi, the language spoken in the

region around Lucknow! Evidently, the

hosts or their families had gone from UP

and were tracing their roots through this

event. 

Com. Santosh put up a fight for us.

He was an honest and sincere human

being and a leader. He will live in our

thoughts. The world of journalism has

changed before our eyes, as has the

ambit of trade union work. When we

honour our champions in our memories,

we honour our own causes.

This 
trim 

no-nonsense
soldier of

just causes
was so 

obviously a
leader, and

could be
marked out
as such fro
a long way 

IJU leaders with Santosh Kumar when they called on him at his residence in Delhi in May 2018
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omrade Kosuri Amarnath left us sud-

denly. His departure stunned us and

caused deep misery. Not long before

that a common friend died and we both

went to have last look. On way back I

dropped him and went home. That was

the last I saw of him alive. Next, within

few days I went to pay respects at his

mortal remains. How terribly sad!

I met Amarnath, I think,

first in 1990 in Andhra

Pradesh Union of Working

Journalists (APUWJ) State

Conference at Khammam.

He was elected as

Headquarters Secratary when

I was President of the Union.

Later on he held the posts of

President of APUWJ and

Secretary of Indian

Journalists Union (IJU). 

Most of his career

Amarnath worked with

Andhra Bhoomi Daily. After coming to

Hyderabad on transfer Amarnath

became more involved in Union affairs

by taking up an active role. We used to

meet almost daily at Desoddharaka

Bhavan, our Union office. 

Amarnath was a very sociable per-

son. He mingled with all without reser-

vations. He had good grasping power

and was well versed in English lan-

guage. Any memorandum or state-

ment..just give him outlines and he used

to draft in a jiffy. 

Through his journey as State

President, IJU Secretary and Press

Council of India Member Amarnath

became an indispensable colleague and

comrade to one and all. Nothing was

complete without his contribution.

Whatever the issue at hand,

first he would hold thread-

bare discussion; thoroughly

understand it and then

attempt to handle it. Any

programme or activity

would end only with

Amarnath drafting resolu-

tions, letters, statements

and reports. 

Press Academy of

Andhra Pradesh was consti-

tuted by the Government in

1990s due to the endeavour

of APUWJ. Before constituting it the

Government had formed a special com-

mittee under the chairmanship of

Padmasri Abid Ali Khan of Siasat daily

to prepare a report after examining sim-

ilar institutions in various states. R. J.

Rajendra Prasad of The Hindu, Nanduri

Rammohan Rao of Andhra Jyothi, CH.

Rajeswara Rao, Press  Secretary to CM

and I were members of the committee. I

C

K. Sreenivas
Reddy

The writer is a senior
journalist based at

Hyderabad and
President, IJU 

Amarnath

did a com-

mendable job

as Member,

Press

Council of

India for two

terms 

Through his journey as State President, IJU Secretary and Member,
Press Council of India, Amarnath became an indispensable colleague

An Indispensable
Comrade!



was entrusted with the task of preparing the

draft report and the cooperation I got from

Amarnath in completing that was immense. 

As Member, Press Council of India I

brought the menace of "paid news" first to

the notice of the Council. Somsundar, then

President of APUWJ prepared a ground

report basing on the study of newspapers in

two districts. While giving it a shape we

brainstormed on how to name this malady of

publishing advertisements in the guise of

news. While Amarnath proposed the name

'advatorials', I coined the phrase 'paid news'.

Finally the term 'paid news' was selected

which was coined by me. And the phrase

made it into the annals of history. When the

issue of paid news menace was discussed in

Parliament the contribution of APUWJ went

on record. And The Hindu daily wrote edito-

rial on this and mentioned the contribution of

APUWJ. Some other prominent newspapers

also wrote. During the agitation for separate

Telangana State, when Hyderabad police

brutally attacked media in Osmania

University, the Union had complained to the

PCI. As a result of it a subcommittee was

constituted comprising Kalyan Barooah and

I. We went to Hyderabad and held inquiry. In

this whole issue Amarnath played a crucial

role. Instances like this are many. 

Amarnath did a commendable job as

Member, Press Council of India for two

terms. The report he submitted as head of a

committee which looked into the issue of

attacks against journalists was a fine docu-

ment on the security aspect of journalists.

His service was very much appreciated by

the Chairman himself who used to consult

Amarnath on some tricky issues personally. 

Amarnath was a very straight forward

man. He never minced words while making

known his mind, even if it was very unpleas-

ant to others. He was equally forthright in

making amends when proven wrong. He

brought Scribes News magazine, a journal of

journalism run by IJU, which was appreciat-

ed by all.  

Amarnath named his only son Sripad

after the CPI leader Sripad Amrut Dange,

whom he revered much. When he went to

Mumbai once for a union meeting, he made

it a point to visit Com. Dange at his home. 

When Amarnath tested positive for coro-

na virus we got him admitted into NIMS.

During his treatment I was in regular touch.

Com. Virahat Ali, General Secretary, TUWJ

and Com. Rajesh, union health committee

convener spared no efforts to save Amarnath.

But, alas few of us inculding Y. Narender

Reddy, secretary, IJU had to take him

straight from hospital to crematorium.

Amarnath was younger to me by a few years.

The sadness of losing him like this can't be

expressed properly. It was like losing some-

thing very dear. Our relation grew to be that.

I offer homage to his fond memory.

Amarnath

was a very 

straight 

forward 

man. He

never minced

words while

making

known his

mind, even if

it was very

unpleasant to

others. He

was equally

forthright in

making

amends when

proven

wrong

Amarnath before G. R. Majithia Wage Board for journalists presenting the case of IJU at 
Bengaluru in December 2009
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Guru of Journalist

Movement! 
Com. Santosh never believed in clinging to posts 

and was not in any position for a long time. But played an 
important role in IFWJ and  IJU 

The writer is Former
President, IJU  
and Advisor to 

AP Chief Minister on
National Media Affairs

M

Devulapalli Amar

y introduction to the journalist trade

union movement was with the

Hyderabad plenary of Indian

Federation of Working Journalists

(IFWJ) in 1977 or 78. I was a volun-

teer in the guest reception commit-

tee. I met Comrade Santosh Kumar

there for the first time. He was in

white dress chewing pan and talking

non-stop. I felt he was somewhat

loud but there was a lot of interest-

ing information in whatever he

spoke. My admiration for him start-

ed there and continued for a full

forty years. I last met him at his

house in Lodhi Road in Delhi at

Vibha's house where I went to seek

his blessings after filing my nomina-

tion as President of Indian

Journalists Union (IJU). 

As I was largely confined to the

journalist movement in Andhra

Pradesh I had no opportunity to

work with Com. Santosh but I was

always a keen observer of his ways

of organization, articulation and

fight. 

Com. Santosh never believed in

clinging to posts and was not in any

position for a long time. But played

an important role in IFWJ and  IJU

as well in the fight for the rights of

working journalists and workers in

the newspaper industry. He was

equally active in AINEF. It was a

pleasure sitting with Kashmiri Laal

Kapur (popularly known as

K.L.Kapur) and Com. Santosh in the

DUJ office at Shankar Market in

Delhi. As an activist of the state

union, I used to visit Delhi quite a

number of times with my national

leaders A. Prabhakar Rao,

Poornachandar Rao and K.Sreenivas

Reddy. Every time we were in

Delhi, we met Com. Santosh and

other leaders. Listening to them,

particularly Com. Santosh, I

acquired a lot of knowledge. He was

a walking encyclopaedia.

Com. Santosh visited several

countries and attended international

conferences of journalists and the

working class. It was very interest-

ing to know about the working jour-

nalists movements in those coun-

tries through Com. Santosh. His role

during the crisis in the IFWJ, the

split and formation of IJU is unfor-

gettable. 
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I went to Lucknow for the IFWJ

plenary as a member of the AP dele-

gation. By that time, several state

unions were fed up with the then

President K. Vikram Rao 's dictatori-

al attitude. The Lucknow conference

was a battle ground. He had disqual-

ified a strong state union, Gujarat,

undemocratically and refused their

delegation entry into the conference.

The NEC was to meet in the

Lucknow Press Club to take a final

decision on the Gujarat union issue.

Lucknow is Vikram Rao's home

town and he was confident that he

could silence the dissent. Com.

Santosh took the lead and he made

Vikram Rao run for his life on the

streets of Lucknow. The plenary,

which was to be held in the

Cantonment area to be attended by

the then Union Minister Arjun Singh

and a couple of other central leaders

in politics, was disrupted.

Several states boycotted the so-

called plenary and met at Sarai (gov-

ernment guest house) immediately

under the leadership of Com.

Santosh. One can never forget his

electrifying speech in the Sarai

which led to the split in IFWJ with

the support of majority states unions.

It took about a year for the formation

of IJU and in between the states units

had met twice in Ahmadabad and

Gandhinagar under the name of

IFWJ (D-Democratic). 

Com. Santosh got elected as

founder President of IJU in Ranchi

inaugural conference. He was there

for only one term and passed on the

baton to the next generation. Though

not in any position, Com. Santosh

never missed any meeting of the

National Union whether it was an

NEC, National Council or Plenary. 

He was very fond of travelling.

The last meeting he attended was

that of IJU National Council in

Shahjahanpur in Uttar Pradesh.

From Hyderabad to Shahjahanpur he

aged. But his speech had not lost that

electrifying touch. 

Com. Santosh loved Hyderabad,

Lahore and Kashmir. In private con-

versations, he used to roll out sever-

al anecdotes on his experiences in

those places. Com. Santosh never

hesitated to go to any place to

address journalists. One day he

called me suddenly and said, "dev-

palli (Devulapalli) get me a train

ticket, I want to go round southern

states to study the plight of working

journalists". He was above 80 years

of age by then. In the demise of Com

Santosh Kumar, we lost a Guru of

the working journalists movement. I

pay homage to the great leader.

Santosh Kumar addressing IJU 7th plenary held at Hyderabad in November 2011



could recall from my memories that I had

met Late Comrade Amarnath Kasouri

somewhere during 2014-15. The Punjab

and Chandigarh Journalists Union had

organized a seminar in Press Club,

Chandigarh on the topic of "Challenges

before media" and CK Prasad, Chairman,

Press Council of India, S. N. Sinha,

President, Indian Journalist Union and

Amarnath were the esteemed guests who

came to Chandigarh to attend the semi-

nar. Amarnath was the key speaker on the

occasion. After that we started interacting

and our acquaintance turned into friend-

ship.

In 2015 National Executive Meeting

of Indian Journalists Union (IJU) was

organized in Chandigarh. Then, in 2018

the IJU National Conference, Ninth

Plenary was held in Amritsar. In between,

meetings of 19 journalists unions were

held at different places and Amarnath and

I attended many of them. These meetings

enabled me to interact more with

Amarnath. He used to discuss about the

Union's newsletter at length whenever we

met which he edited. He made constant

efforts to enhance and improve the con-

tent and quality of the newsletter by invit-

ing writers and columnists to contribute.

It was on the initiative of Amarnath

and follow-up that writers like Swaraj

Bir, Editor, Punjabi Tribune and Dr.

Piyare Lal Garg, a prominent social

thinker contributed articles to the IJU

newsletter. New contributions to the

newsletter always made Amarnath happy

like a child. Around the same time, Bindu

Singh, Secretary General, Chandigarh

Unit of our Union also started writing

regularly and her column was a perma-

nent feature in the newsletter.

I was also privileged to write around

four, five articles for the newsletter.

Amarnath was very specific about dead-

line for the newsletter. To remind us to

send the write-up before the deadline, he

used to call. We dreaded his call on 20th

of every month if and when we receive it

on that day because that was the deadline.

Otherwise a jovial person, Amarnath was

very stern as Editor. 

During the last few months, whenever

we had mobile conversation, he had

broached the subject of ongoing agitation

by farmers and talked about its various

phases and angles. He was curious to

know and discuss how farmers' agitation

could sustain for such a long period of

time. I tried to put him in the historical

perspective of Sikh legacy of fight for

freedom, which, I am sure, was the driv-

A Man of Many
Interests!

We dreaded his call on 20th of every month if and when we receive it 
on that day because that was the deadline. Otherwise a jovial person,

Amarnath was very stern as Editor

I

Balwinder
Singh Jammu

The writer is 
a senior journalist

based at Chandigarh.
He is also the Secretary

General of Indian
Journalists Union 
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Despite being

a staunch

unionist, in a

way, Amarnath

was a lone 

warrior. He had

raised a 

number of

cases of attacks

on journalists

and various

issues related to 

problems of

journalists in

the Press

Council of

India

ing force behind sustaining the protest for

months together. I also shared my interac-

tion with the leaders of the farmers protest

at their camp. I told them that they were up

against a stubborn Prime Minister and they

should be ready to go long way. Amarnath

was very impressed and later had visited

Delhi borders to see the protest camps for

himself. 

Despite being a staunch unionist, in a

way, Amarnath was a lone warrior. He had

raised a number of cases of attacks on

journalists and various issues related to

problems of journalists in the Press

Council of India. Whenever something

happened noteworthy he brought it to the

notice of the Chairman of PCI immediate-

ly and saw that it was taken up by the

council. There is a long list of such cases

on which he had worked tirelessly to get

justice done. 

Amarnath did a detailed study of

retrenchment of media persons during the

ongoing covid pandemic. He had good

sources in media houses and kept himself

abreast of developments inside newspaper

offices. He would get all the information

regarding enquiries done by managements

of various media houses about some jour-

nalists. Sitting at Hyderabad, he could

gather the inside stories regarding devel-

opments in media in my hometown

Chandigarh and used to share them with

me. When IJU delayed its response on any

development he used to get annoyed and

in his own dominating yet convincing way

would tell us not to release the press

release as it was worthless now.

Amarnath left with us a lasting impres-

sion of his tireless work for the welfare of

the journalist fraternity and ever ready atti-

tude to fight for safeguarding the 'freedom

of press' and rights of journalists. He had

raised a number of cases of journalists dur-

ing corona times but sadly he was felled

by corona. His contribution to Indian

Journalists Union and to the struggle for

the rights of journalists is unforgettable.

Journalists and media are facing a

tough time presently on various counts.

The present Union Government, which

has done little for the welfare of journal-

ists, has repealed Working Journalists Act

and thus wage board for journalists has

become history. Freedom of journalists

and media has been under severe attack.

During these difficult times we must rise

to the occasion and draw a plan for a long

drawn battle to uphold media freedom and

safeguard the rights of journalists.

Rededicating ourselves to this cause

would be a befitting tribute to Amarnath. 

Amarnath with APUWJ comrades when they presented a memorandum to Justice C. K. Prasad, Chairman, PCI in November 2019
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A Dependable
Comrade!

Amarnath boldly expressed his opinion and strongly argued in its
support, but never made it a prestige issue. He wholeheartedly accepted

and implemented the final decisions of the leadership

The writer is a 
senior journalist based at

Delhi and former
President, Indian

Journalists Union

I

S N Sinha

t is over a month since he left us but

still it is difficult to believe that

Com. K. Amarnath is no more and I

shall not be receiving his call any

longer. His departure has left a big

void in life; for, talking to him every

day had become a habit since more

than a decade ago. He was the one

person on whom we depended for

advice on almost every issue. Both

of us had been active since IFWJ

days and had developed mutual

respect for each other while interact-

ing during its meetings. Amarnath

always spoke from his heart and

never shied away from giving his

opinion. There were occasions when

this habit made the leadership,

including me, unhappy and uncom-

fortable, but he was not bothered. On

top of it, he boldly expressed his

opinion and strongly argued in its

support, but never made it a prestige

issue. He wholeheartedly accepted

and implemented the final decisions

of the leadership. He was known for

his jumla: "I have given my point of

view. Let the leadership take the

final call." 

When the Indian Journalist

Union (IJU) faced a crisis situation

and I had to take over as its President

with D. Amar as Secretary-General

in 2011, on the advice of Coms. K.

Sreenivas Reddy, Ravindra Doss and

other State leaders, Amarnath played

a vital role in running the office of

the IJU. That was a crucial juncture

in the trade union movement of

journalists in the country.  In our first

meeting when we were planning to

make the IJU more active and vocal

on the question of journalists' rights

in the country, we gave the responsi-

bility of issuing press notes to

Amarnath. He agreed to do so but

only on the condition that though he

would consult us he must be given a

free hand to draft it. We agreed and

he proved to be a big asset for IJU in

preparing excellent drafts displaying

full dedication aided by his phenom-

enal memory. 

Similarly, we decided to start a

Newsletter of the IJU, and we found

that it was easy to decide but difficult

to implement. And again, we found

that the only person who could do

that was none else but Amarnath.  He

was the only worthy person in the

union as he not only had complete

knowledge of its activities, but also

14 august 2021



had clear ideas and views about the

issues at hand facing journalists and

working men. Besides, he was so

fully dedicated to the cause that he

would be prepared to do so without

any monetary benefits. The choice,

therefore, naturally fell on him and

we all forced him to take up this

responsibility. He was reluctant ini-

tially, but had to agree ultimately to

shoulder the responsibility of month-

ly Newsletter.  

In 2014, when he was planning

the first issue of the IJU Newsletter,

he asked me to write a regular

Column -- "From the President's

Pen" -- for the cover page, I told him

that as a photojournalist I could give

him any number of pictures but no

write up. He told me very categori-

cally that if I did not write such a

column, he would not bring out the

issue. He, however, promised me to

help in writing, but insisted that I

would have to give him a piece every

month. He, thus, forced me to start

writing continuously and always

threatened to stop bringing out the

issue if I did not make this contribu-

tion regularly.

It was on his suggestion that we

decided to convert the IJU

Newsletter into a registered monthly

magazine to focus on issues of jour-

nalists. The first issue of "Scribes

News", a journal of practitioners of

journalism, came out in July 2016

with D. Amar as its printer and pub-

lisher on behalf of the IJU, K.

Amarnath as editor with senior IJU

leaders K. Sreenivas Reddy,

Devendra Chintan and L. S.

Herdenia and me as editorial advis-

ers. He again forced me to write a

column "The Last Page" and made

me a regular writer from a photo-

journalist. As the  editor he used to

force all of us to contribute on time

and to take up issues concerning the

journalist fraternity. He not only

edited it, but also undertook regular

reporting and writing on current

issues, besides sometimes rewriting

the stories given by other contribu-

tors or columnists.

He was nominated as a member

to the Press Council of India in  2011

by the IJU and other journalist

organizations and continued in that

position until 2017. As member of

the PCI, he not only used to take up

and fight for the rights of journalists

and freedom of the Press, but also

helped and supported fellow journal-

ists and other journalist organiza-

tions in defending their rights. His

report for the PCI on attacks on jour-

nalists was a commendable job that

became the basis for our demand for

a separate act for safety of journal-

ists.  

COVID has taken away our

biggest strength at a time when we

needed it the most to defend and

fight for the freedom of Press and

rights of journalists which is of

utmost importance now in the strug-

gle against the threat to democracy.

We miss Com. K. Amarnath all the

more in this crucial period of strug-

gle!  

Amarnath as part of PCI delegation led by its Chairman Justice C. K. Prasad when they called on President of
Bangladesh Abdul Hamid in September 2016

15august 2021
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t is no small loss. Losing within a few

days two friends and comrades with

whom one has spent decades is painful

indeed.  Camaraderie and cheerfulness

came naturally to both Com. Santosh

Kumar and Com. K. Amarnath, whose

memory will continue to haunt us for

long. Simple and practical, both were

natural organizers of people, groups and

events.

Com Santosh Kumar, whom I first

met in early 1960s, when I was working

in Patriot, the daily newspaper that was

then in the process of being launched by

Mrs. Aruna Asaf Ali from Link House on

Bahadurshah Zafar Marg, was working

in a neighboring Urdu daily Pratap.

What impressed me most, of course, was

his booming voice in raising slogans,

particularly those of "Har cheez mehen-

gi hai, khoon sasta hai" and "Awaaz do,

ham ek hain".  His laughter, too, was

equally boisterous and wholehearted.

Com Amarnath, however, was a late

entrant in my life, for we first met only

during my visit to Hyderabad when

invited to attend an IJU Working

Committee meeting at Nalgonda in early

2000s. His modesty and affability were

so charming that one just cannot forget

him ever. A perfect designer, he was an

excellent editor as the copies of Scribe

News clearly show. I will also remember

him as a fellow-smoker when he advised

me where to smoke when we were hav-

ing a meeting at Andhra Bhavan in New

Delhi. There is no way one can forget his

ever smiling face and simplicity.

My daughter Richa, too, remembers

him for she met him just a few days

before his demise when a sit-in protest

was organized at Press Club in New

Delhi against the recent harassment of

Newsclick editor and management by

the Union Government.

I first saw and heard Com Santosh

Kumar when a general meeting of news-

paper employees was held in front of

Patriot office to protest against the dis-

missal of a watchman and demand his

reinstatement, besides other demands,

which was also addressed by Com. H. L.

Parwana. And as stated above, I was

impressed more by his sloganeering than

his speech. 

I knew that he was a Communist but

he did not have any idea that I had left

the CPI at Agra quietly after its

Vijayawada thesis in 1960 where it

decided to work not to capture power but

Losing Life-long
Friends! 

I first saw and heard Com Santosh Kumar when a general meeting of
newspaper employees was held in front of Patriot office to protest
against the dismissal of a watchman and demand his reinstatement 

The writer is 
a veteran Journalist
based at New Delhi 
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Devendra Chintan



17august 2021

only to keep the Congress Left in

power. I had come over to Delhi to

stay with a relative;  get some job

and try to organize a new political

party. In short he, as well as Com.

Parwana, had no idea of my political

opinion except that I was a leftist

since I was spending some time 

regularly to help Com. C. N. 

Chittaranjan and Com. Nikhil

Chakravarty in editing and produc-

ing the Mainstream. 

I shifted to Indian Express in

1964 and started making efforts to

form a union there with the help of

Com. Santosh Kumar. We managed

to hold a meeting of some employees

where we decided to form a union

and elected Com. T.M. Nagarajan its

president.

From that period onwards, we

worked together in organizing the

Delhi State Newspaper Employees

Federation (DSNEF) and All-India

Newspaper Employees Federation

(AINEF), organizing the longest

newspaper strike in 1968 to press for

the demand for implementation of

the Wage Board Award. Working

together built close bond between us

despite occasional tactical differ-

ences.  The team-work between him

and Com. K. L. Kapur, however, was

incomparable.

These things are normal among

people who work together. But what

makes it different and special in this

case is the way Com. Santosh  stood

by me when I was almost complete-

ly isolated in early 1970s.  The Chief

Judicial Magistrate (CJM) had con-

victed me of sedition and sentenced

me to three months imprisonment. I

was on bail after making an appeal in

the Delhi High Court. The CPI (M)

had already accused the entire Delhi

State Committee, including me, of

being Naxalite and dissolved it,

besides removing us from the party. I

left all the CPI(M) trade unions,

including the Municipal Workers'

Union, and was, thus, completely

isolated. 

We were staying at Ansari Road.

On learning about all this, Comrade

Santosh Kumar visited us and invit-

ed us to his home for lunch on

Dussehra. It is such rare gestures

despite political differences that

make a friend unforgettable.

The Emergency came soon there-

after and I got a message from

Congress "Young Turk" leader

Chandrashekhar through Mr.

Kishore Lal that I, too, could be

detained and should, therefore, go

underground. I was, then, in Rajouri

Garden and took the required pre-

cautions, besides starting to visit the

DUJ office everyday, which was safe

since the CPI was supporting the

Emergency. Com. A. Raghavan

asked me if I would take up the edit-

ing and production of the Working

Journalist. I agreed and started doing

that. But Com. Raghavan did it only

after asking Com. Santosh and con-

firming that I was not a Naxalite. 

It was only after this that Com

Raghavan asked me if I knew Urdu

and on my affirming that I could

read and translate it into English that

he put me in contact with Mr

Rajendra Sareen and help me work

as in-charge of the Pakistan-

Afghanistan desk of his organisation

POT Analyses & News Service

(POTNEWS) from where I later

shifted to the Tribune, Chandigarh,

and mainstream journalism. All this

became possible only because of

Com. Santosh Kumar's help. 

How can anybody forget such

charming and helpful friends? We

shall all be missing them as long as

we survive them.

Amarnath
and Santosh
Kumar are
seen here in
the National
Executive
Committee
meeting of
IJU held at
New Delhi
in July 2011
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A professional 
to the core!  

It was Amarnath who picked up the story and accommodated it in
the last minute. News judgment is a rare quality among journalists.

Amarnath had it in abundance

uring the Emergency Union Public

Service Commission had done a great

favour to journalism. Amarnath was

employed in UPSC.   The employees of

UPSC had staged a demonstration in

front of the residence of the Chairman.

Amarnath was one of the participants.

He was summarily dismissed. His search

for employment ultimately brought him

to the field of journalism. For some time

he reported for Visalandhra from

Visakhapatnam. 

In the latter part of 1984 he landed up

in Andhra Bhoomi, Hyderabad. He was

never at ease with Telugu writing since

there was no proper practice. Though he

had no great academic qualification, he

was good at English. He used to file his

reports for Visalandhra in English.

However, he was acquainted with Telugu

literature to some extent. His grasping

power and knowledge of political devel-

opments were profound. This made him

the then Editor of Andhra Bhoomi,

Gajjela Malla Reddy to prod Amarnath

to try his hand at leader writing. Despite

his inexperience at news desk, Amarnath

could succeed in leader writing. His grit

helped.  

Probably at the same period I was

with Udayam. I was told by my col-

leagues that one Mr. Amarnath was call-

ing me up. The name didn't sound famil-

iar. A couple of days later he called on

me as a messenger of Malla Reddy with

an offer to shift to Andhra Bhoomi,

which was planning an edition at

Visakhapatnam. Malla Reddy wanted me

to lead launching of the new edition at

Vizag as News Editor. I accepted the

offer. Amarnath accompanied me to

Vizag as shift in-charge.  For some

months I had to face lot of music from all

shift in-charges including Amarnath. It

was not their fault. Everyone was inex-

perienced. Amazingly, Amarnath mas-

tered over news judgment in a short time.

Even before entering journalism he was

a keen reader of newspapers. 

It was 16th April, 1987. Around mid-

night when everybody was about to pack

up, Swedish Radio broke the news of

Bofors scandal. It hinted that some

Indian politicians were offered kick-

backs to strike the deal. Almost every

newspaper missed this news. I was

Resident Editor then. It was Amarnath

who picked up the story and accommo-

dated it in the last minute. News judg-

ment is a rare quality among journalists.

Amarnath had it in abundance. 

All my colleagues that time were

young and naturally lacked experience.

My experience was also limited.

Amarnath was elder to me by a year or

so. He was jovial, well informed.

Editor
Visalandhra Daily

D

RV Rama Rao
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Amarnath's knowledge about the

politicians, parliamentarians and

parliamentary practices was very

deep. Both of us were followers of

the same political ideology. This

made us come closer.  

Once there was a nationwide

strike. Even news agencies like PTI

and UNI had struck work. Our news-

paper did not support the strike. It

means we have to bring out the edi-

tion without any news flow. All the

members of our editorial section

were in favour of the strike. But par-

ticipation was not possible. Since we

were breaking the strike Amarnath

and I decided to break it perfectly.

Vizag edition was in nascent stage

then and there wasn't much adver-

tisement support. We had to fill all

the eight pages with news. Both of

us chalked out an action plan. We

made arrangement to record every

radio news bulletin on that day at my

home. In between both of us we

alternatively visited my home which

was close by and listened to the

recorded news bulletins and pre-

pared the items according to our

necessity. Rest of the staff were not

aware of our arrangement. Mr. V.

Srinivasa Sarma who was heading

the desk of Deccan Chronicle, our

sister publication, preserved the late

night creed from news agencies for

next day's use. I did not share my

plan with Srinivasa Sarma, though

we were close friends. Next day our

issue did not have single stale news

and Chronicle was obviously filled

up with stale news. Our General

Manager asked me how it was possi-

ble. I said, "it is a trade secret." But

for the professional competence, and

help from Amarnath it would not

have been possible to bring out the

edition. He was professional to the

core. Even though Amarnath worked

only in Telugu newspapers his writ-

ing ability was somewhat limited.

Spelling mistakes galore in his

scripts. The reason was he knew

more English than Telugu. Perhaps

he would have made a mark in

English journalism. Both of us were

offered positions in an English news-

paper. But we did not venture. 

Amarnath was not only a good

professional journalist but was par-

ticular about following the profes-

sional decency and obligations. On

one occasion a photo caption was

given wrongly. As the in-charge of

the edition Amarnath shielded the

particular sub-editor and owned up

the responsibility for the error. This

resulted in his suspension. It went on

for some months. Earlier he used to

smoke Charminar cigarettes. During

suspension he started consuming

Wills Flake. 

Amarnath had good taste for

music, particularly film songs.

Kosaraju Raghavaiah was his

favourite song writer in Telugu and

Sahir Ludhianvi among the

Urdu/Hindi lyricists. When I did

profiles of nationally reputed literary

personalities, he reminded me not to

forget Sahir Ludhianvi. 

Amarnath quit his job well

before his superannuation. He was a

known trade union activist. He made

a mark in trade union activities at the

national level too. He served as

member of Press Council of India for

two terms. A remarkable quality of

Amarnath was he never referred to

his personal woes, which he had

plenty intermittently. 

Amarnath addressing a meeting organized to felicitate veteran journalists of Telugu media in March 2009 at Hyderabad
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Tributes to 
two leaders!

ich tributes were paid by IJU and other

union leaders and senior journalists from

various parts of the country to K.

Amarnath, former member, Press Council

of India and Santosh Kumar, former

President, Indian Journalists Union (IJU)

who died recently. The IJU has organized

on May 10 a virtual condolence meeting in

memory of the departed leaders.

Many speakers recalled the fight

Amarnath waged during his two terms as

PCI member to safeguard the rights of jour-

nalists and also to uphold the press free-

dom. His grasp of issues and boldness to

face them made him dear to all, they said.

The report of PCI committee under the

leadership of Amarnath on security of jour-

nalists was a commendable contribution.

Speakers fondly remembered the fear-

less and inspiring leadership of Santosh

Kumar who was the founder President of

IJU. His phenomenal oratory skills were

great inspiration to young unionists, they

recalled. K Sripad, son of K Amarnath and

Vibha, daughter of Santosh Kumar also

participated in the condolence meeting.

Justice C. K. Prasad, Chairman, Press

Council of India led the gathering in paying

homage to the departed leaders. He recalled

the commendable contribution made by

Amarnath to the Press Council as a member

for two terms. 

IJU President K Sreenivas Reddy,

Secretary General Balwinder Singh

Jammu, IJU former President S N Sinha

recalled the moments they shared with the

two leaders and cherished. A visibly dis-

traught Sreenivas Reddy recounted his

association with Amarnath and said his

death left a void for the IJU. He also spoke

high about the tall leadership Santosh

Kumar offered to the IJU when it was con-

stituted. 

Sinha recalled his early days as unionist

when he was introduced to the awe inspir-

ing leadership of   Santosh Kumar.

Recalling the invaluable contribution of

Amarnath to IJU, Sinha said his departure

was a great loss. Balwinder Jammu recalled

his journey with Amarnath as Press Council

member and in IJU as well. 

Amar Devulapallli, former President,

One was a very tall leader and the founder President of Indian
Journalists Union (IJU). Another was a leader who also was there from
the beginning and participated in and helped shape the activities of the

Union. Most unfortunately these two leaders departed recently 
within a short gap  

R
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IJU and Adviser to Andhra Pradesh

Chief Minister on national media

issues recalled the crucial role

played by Amarnath in the union

movement in the erstwhile undivid-

ed Andhra Pradesh spearheaded by

the Andhra Pradesh Union of

Working Journalists (APUWJ) and

also at the national level as an impor-

tant leader in the Indian Journalists

Union. 

Not a single meeting of APUWJ

and later of Telangana State Union of

Working Journalists (TUWJ) was

held without the contribution of

Amarnath and almost all the resolu-

tions ware drafted by him, Amar

recalled. He talked of his personal

friendship with the departed leader

and recalled some cherished

moments. Ravindra Kumar, former

Editor, the Week recalled his interac-

tion with and impression of

Amarnath while both of them were

in the  Press Council of India as

members. He said Amarnath did lot

of home work to address the issues at

PCI and he was a gritty fighter. He

knew how and when to fight and

when to turn to his persuasive skills. 

Pragyanand Choudhary a leader

from National Union of Journalists

(NUJ) remembered Amarnath from

his days in PCI as a member.

"During those three years I became a

fan of him", said Choudhary adding

that Amarnath was a dedicated fight-

er. L. S. Herdenia a leader of IJU

said Amarnath added life to Scribes

News magazine with his great edito-

rial skills. Devendra Chintan, a vet-

eran leader fondly remembered his

acquaintance with Amarnath and

said he was a very kind colleague.

He paid rich tributes to Santosh

Kumar who was his long time friend. 

PCI Member M A Majid, former

PCI Members Prakash Dubey, Vijay

Chopra, Jayashankar Gupta, IJU

leaders Ambati Anjaneyulu,

Y.Narender Reddy, V B Rajan, DSR

Subash, Shivendra Narayan Singh,

D Somasundar, Alapati Suresh

Kumar, K Satyanarayana, D

Krushna Reddy, Amar Mohan

Prasad, P. Bhaskar Reddy, Bijay

Singh, Bindu Singh, Girish Pant,

Nivedita Jha, Kamal Kant Sahay,

R.S.Pandey and others spoke. 

TUWJ President N Sekhar,

General Secretary K Virahath Ali,

APUWJ President I V Subba Rao,

General Secretary Chandu

Janardhan participated in the meet-

ing and paid homage to the departed

leaders.  

IJU members and leaders of member states participating in a virtual condolence meeting held on 10 May 2021
to pay homage to Amarnath and Santosh Kumar
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On his arrival In Delhi in 1947, Santosh Kumar had resumed his activity

of organizing newspaper workers and journalists to fight for their rights. He

along with other comrades worked for establishing the All India

Newspapers Employees Federation (AINEF) 

e was born to a Kashmiri Pandit family

and left as a workers' comrade who

fought for their rights throughout his life.

Santosh Kumar ji was a fighter, inspirer,

motivator and organiser of national and

plant unions of newspaper employees all

over the country. I saw him for the first

time addressing a mass meeting in 1977,

when I was working with Hindustan

Times and our union had started a strug-

gle for our demands under the leadership

of Comrade Chand Joshi. His fiery

speech inspired me so much that I too

became active in the workers' movement.

Later, when I was elected an office-bear-

er of the Hindustan Times Employees

Union (HTEU) along with Comrade

Chand Joshi after defeating the group led

by Com. K. L. Kapur, we used to meet

him regularly in the Shankar Market

union office where Santosh ji used to sit

with Com. Kapur in the All India

Newspaper Employees Federation

(AINEF) room. Com. Kapur and Com.

Santosh had been working together ever

since they came to Delhi after Partition.

They were members of the Communist

Party of India (CPI) and worked under

the leadership of Comrade H. L. Parwana

who was heading both the AIBEA (All

India Bank Employees' Association) and

the AINEF (All-India Newspaper

Employees Federation). He was so affec-

tionate by nature that he did not have any

ill-feeling against us even when we

defeated Com. Kapur in the HTEU elec-

tion.  He used to meet us as affectionate-

ly as ever and continued to do so until the

last and always encouraged me to be

more active in the workers' movement.

From then onwards, we joined many

newspaper workers' struggles together,

fought Journalists union elections for or

against each other and travelled through-

out the country and abroad together for

meetings.         

Santosh ji was born in Lahore (now in

Pakistan) on 23rd June 1927. He started

his career in Imperial Bank Lahore where

he was recruited because his application

in English for the job impressed the man-

ager, who confirmed it by asking him to

write it again in front of him. Soon there-

after, however, he was dismissed from

service for organising a strike in that

British company. After his dismissal, he

became a journalist and joined the Urdu

daily newspaper Pratap at Lahore in

1945. When the country was partitioned

in 1947, he had to leave Lahore in very

trying and difficult circumstances. They

came to Delhi with the surviving mem-

bers of the family.  In Delhi he continued

to work with the Urdu Pratap daily from

The writer is a 
senior journalist based at

Delhi and former
President, Indian

Journalists Union

H

S N Sinha

A Fighter of
Workers' Rights!
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where he retired after working for

more than four decades as News

Editor in 1987. After his retirement,

he became Editor of the Trade Union

Record journal of the All India Trade

Union Congress (AITUC). 

On his arrival In Delhi in

1947, however, he had resumed

working for organising newspaper

workers and journalists for their

rights. He along with other comrades

worked for establishing the All India

Newspaper Employees Federation

(AINEF), the only federal body for

plant unions in newspaper organiza-

tions throughout the country, and the

Delhi State Newspaper Employees

Federation (DSNEF).  He served as

Working President of AINEF,

President of the DSNEF, and

Secretary General of the Indian

Federation of Working Journalists.

Com. Santosh Kumar was also the

founder President of the Indian

Journalists Union (IJU), now the

largest representative union of jour-

nalists in the country. When he was

elected as unanimous choice to be

the founder President of Indian

Journalists Union in the Ranchi

foundation conference, I was work-

ing as General Secretary of Delhi

Union of Journalists and attended

the conference with our full team.  It

was my privilege to work with him

in AINEF and DSNEF as Secretary,

and become his successor as

President of the DSNEF and IJU.

His guidance in those periods of my

tenure helped me tremendously and

is unforgettable.  

Com. Santosh organized a

large number of strikes and struggles

in the newspaper industry to fight for

the rights of the employees and

defend the freedom of the Press.

Some strikes were also organised in

solidarity with the workers of other

industries. When all the organiza-

tions of the Newspaper Industry,

including the owners, editors, jour-

nalists and non-journalist employees

decided to start a struggle against the

notorious Defamation Bill brought

by the Rajiv Gandhi government in

1988, Com. Santosh Kumar was

given the responsibility of the

Convener of the struggle which

finally forced the Government to

withdraw the Defamation Bill

passed by the Lok Sabha. The gov-

ernment press release announcing

the decision stated: "A free press is

an integral part of the inner strength

and dynamism of our democracy.

Without a free press, there can be no

democracy. The imperishable values

of our freedom struggle have gone

into making the Press in India. We

uphold this legacy."

Besides travelling widely in

the length and breadth of the coun-

try, he also visited a good number of

countries in South-East Asia, Central

Asia, Middle East, Europe and Latin

America. He travelled to Pakistan

four times and wrote a wonderful

book, "Lahore Nama", in Urdu in

1983. The Urdu Lahore Nama fore-

word was written by former Prime

Minister Inder Kumar Gujral. When

the first edition of Lahore Nama was

presented to Prime Minister Indira

Gandhi, she instructed the Principal

Information Officer of the

Government of India to translate it

into English for her perusal.

We have seen Santosh ji normal-

ly in white pant-shirt and with a

baton in hand. He was a workers'

leader but always kept smartly

dressed. A learned person who is

always ready to share his knowledge

with youngsters and encouraged

them to read a lot as he was a con-

stant reader of literature from all

aspects of life.  His knowledge and

command over English, Hindi, Urdu,

Persian and Sanskrit was tremen-

dous. He used to quote lots of lines

from Urdu or Persian couplets along

with Sanskrit shlokas was also

remarkable. I always remember his

lines in speech where he quoted "

Ulatano palatna, Palat ke zapatna,

lahu garam rakhne ka hai ek

bahana." He used to tell all union

activists to remain active all the time

so that they are ready to achieve their

ends when the time comes.  

Santosh

ji being

greeted

by IJU

leaders

recently

at his

home
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An Obsessive 
Fighter!

Karnataka police are unable to solve the Gauri Lankesh murder case
and punish the perpetrators. Vinod Verma is still facing court.

Unfortunately Amarnath is not there to pursue these cases 

oted journalist and activist Gauri

Lankesh was killed in Bangalore on

September 5, 2017. Around that time

Kosuri Amarnath and I were mem-

bers of Press Council of India. In the

case of Gauri Lankesh I had the

opportunity of witnessing how dili-

gently Amarnath would follow up the

probe. He was in touch with

Karnataka journalists. He gathered

many unknown facts behind the

killing. Because of him Council

members could get a broad picture of

the politics behind the ghastly mur-

der. The Council had sent a notice to

Karnataka Chief Secretary with a

copy each to State Home Secretary

and Commissioner of Police

(Bengaluru). 

Amarnath did not stop there. He

enquired time and again about the

progress in the case. As the state

police dragged the investigation the

incessant pursuing by Amarnath con-

tinued. In the same year online editor

of a Hindi newspaper, Vinod Verma,

was arrested in Noida. The matter

was raised in the council. After com-

pletion of our term, Amarnath was

one of the few members who was in

regular contact with the PCI to seek

information about the progress of

these cases.  

Whenever there was an attack on

journalists or infringement of the

freedom of press he used to take

notice and inform the PCI. Four years

have passed.  Karnataka police are

unable to solve the Gauri Lankesh

murder case and punish the perpetra-

tors. Vinod Verma is still facing court.

Unfortunately Amarnath is not there

to pursue these cases. 

I was a member of the PCI twice.

I learnt a lot during both the terms.

But I have never seen an active mem-

ber like Amarnath. He was obsessive

of welfare and security of journalists.

Both of us worked on several com-

mittees. A journalist named Rajdev

Ranjan was killed in Sivan in Bihar.

According to the reports former MP

Shahabuddin was behind the murder.

Shahabuddin, a mafia leader was

holding court in  Sivan jail and run-

ning his empire from there. Ministers

used to meet him and have parties in

jail. A report was published in the

Patna edition of Hindi daily

Hindustan.Within a week or so the

correspondent was killed on the main

road in Sivan. 

PCI decided to send a fact finding

committee. Amarnath and I were part

of the committee. Both of us met

many editors in Patna to get the truth.

Group Editor 
Dainik Bhaskar

N

Prakash Dubey 
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Next day we proceeded to Sivan. There, more than a

hundred journalists were present to meet us. First of all I

asked all the police in uniform, the intelligence person-

nel and government officials to leave the hall, so that the

journalists could talk freely without fear. Many journal-

ists praised Rajdev but did not utter a single word about

the incident.  

Both of us conferred with each other. And then I

announced it's not a condolence meeting. 'If you love

Rajdev, name the killer. Give details. My colleague

Amarnath does not understand Hindi. So talk to me', I

said to the gathering. The local journalists sitting close to

Amarnath started murmuring in Hindi: 

(These people have nothing to lose. They will go

back to Delhi. They have no idea of Shahabuddin's

power. Everybody knows that he himself sent photos

with the minister having tea in jail to Rajdev for publi-

cation.) 

Our strategy was successful. They could tell the truth

unaware of the fact that Amarnath did understand Hindi.

Way back to Patna from Sivan, I received dozens of calls

from journalists, who were present in the morning meet-

ing. They were repeating the same thing: Everybody

knows who was behind the murder. But they have to live

there. He killed the hotel owner and his family members

in the market. Nobody dared to give evidence.

The very next day we met the chief minister. I quot-

ed a couplet from Ramdhari Singh Dinkar, well known

poet-

(The one who is always close to the heart goes far off.

And we get angry with the person with whom we have

some relation.) 

And then, I said, ‘We are angry’. Nitish Kumar prom-

ised that reign of terror will not continue. True to his

words, the chief minister transferred Shahabuddin to

Bhagalpur jail from his home town Sivan. The order was

carried out after midnight with tight security. Criminals

are afraid of Bhagalpur jail. After we came out of CM’s

residence, Amarnath asked me, ‘What was the meaning

of that couplet?’ I retorted. 

(You are trying the same tactics

on me.) He laughed loudly. Our three years in the PCI

were very fruitful. Mumbai photographers could get

compensation. The Tata management refused initially on

the ground that the security staff were on contract.

Amarnath personally visited Mumbai. Gurbir Singh,

Chairman, Press Club of Mumbai came to Hyderabad

and appeared before the Inquiry Committee of PCI.

When Andhra journalists were killed both of us were part

of the inquiry committee. He made it a point to meet

members of the bereaved family and consoled them. We

Amarnath along with IJU and APUWJ leaders taking out a rally at Hyderabad
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used to go on foot leaving the vehi-

cle on the main road. He never forgot

to tell the journalists he met to get

organised. Because of him, some of

us made it a habit to meet before the

council meeting to discuss the issues

in detail. 

When the PCI meeting was con-

vened in Tirupati, during the tea

break I told Amarnath about my

book on election promises and man-

ifestos of political parties. The title

was, 'Raajkaaj me Loklaaj'.

He wanted to see the book. I took

him to my room and showed him the

only copy I got. Amarnath took me

to Justice C. K. Prasad, Chairman,

PCI and requested him to release the

book. He also asked the waiting

journalists and photographers to wait

for the release. After the meeting the

book was released. In the evening

Amarnath narrated many stories

about tall promises which were

never fulfilled by regional politi-

cians. 

The media community in general

and trade union workers in particular

will always get inspiration from his

dedication. Amarnath proved his

worth as a good editor. The Scribe

News is the best proof. He used to

call members of the fraternity to con-

tribute. One year, on National Press

Day the PCI asked me to give

keynote address. I spoke in Hindi.

Amarnath wanted me to mail the

piece for Scribe News. I was hesi-

tant. You see, It's not easy to write in

English.  But he would not take a no:

'I don't want any argument. Mail me

soon'. You know why? Because in

my address I referred to the cam-

paign against newspapers during the

pandemic that the virus spreads

through newspapers. I called it a

conspiracy and demanded inquiry.

Amarnath wanted to highlight that

point. Veteran journalist Manohar

Prabhakar Andhare was in

Hyderabad with his son. He was

seriously ill and hospitalised. I came

to Hyderabad. In the evening I invit-

ed Amarnath and Amar Devulapalli

for dinner. Amar was ill. Amarnath

came alone. I told him about

Andhare's health. He told me that he

would accompany. 

Andhare's son Ajit is a staffer

with The Deccan Chronicle. He did

not get salary for more than six

months. A true trade unionist,

Amarnath assured the family some

help. Then the IJU organised a dhar-

na in front of the newspaper office,

met the management and was

assured that part payment would be

distributed. Soon, unfortunately

Amarnath fell ill. He was hospi-

talised. And he left us. MP Andhare

expired ten days after Amarnath's

demise.        

Before I conclude, I should tell

about our first meeting. In the very

first meeting of the newly elected

members of the PCI, we were sup-

posed to nominate one member to

the selection committee which

decides chairman. 

Amarnath was sitting beside me.

He voted against me and I lost by a

single vote. I was the first person to

congratulate the winner, S.N.Sinha.

Amarnath asked me surprisingly,

“You have no ill will?” I told him

that we were old friends. Secondly,

“Sinha wanted a photographer to

represent. I gave two options. An

editor or a news agency man. Sinha

is elected. It doesn't matter much”.

Then Amarnath jokingly comment-

ed: “I am editor of a periodical pub-

lished by a trade union”.

Amarnath participating in a seminar on the occasion of National Press Day at Hyderabad in November 2009
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om. Santosh Kumar's personality was of a

magnetic appeal. He could fluently converse

in English, Hindi, Urdu and Persian. On any

topic..whether it was Marxism, materialism,

spiritualism, world affairs, partition, border

disputes in Indian subcontinent or even

defence issues.. Santosh ji displayed an

astounding grasp and his articulation was of

a class.

I knew Santosh ji from early 1970s when

he was playing a crucial role in Delhi Union

of Journalists and Delhi Newspaper

Employees Union activities. 

Santosh ji hailed from Lahore. After par-

tition his family came to Delhi as refugees.

Even today his family resides in the house

allotted to them by the Government as

refugees.  His wife was a teacher. They had

a daughter and son. 

Santosh ji was a cosmopolitan and secu-

larist. Divisions on the lines of religion,

caste, regions and language never mattered

for his family. His wife had close relatives

who are Telugus in Hyderabad. His son died

in Hyderabad in a road accident. 

Agitation was the elixir of life for

Santosh ji. His life revolved around strug-

gles and strikes of journalists and newspaper

employees in Delhi. He led them standing in

the front. When the country arose in one

against Bihar Press Bill it was Santosh ji

who led the agitation in the Capital. 

Santosh ji confined himself to Urdu and

Hindi journalism. With his knowledge and

language he could have been a very success-

ful journalist in English had he chose to

switch over. After retirement Santosh ji edit-

ed 'Trade Union Record', a magazine run by

AITUC. 

When Indian Federation of Working

Journalists (IFWJ) was degenerating into a

one man show Santosh ji rose in revolt in

Delhi. Along with him noted journalist and

the then President of the union A. Raghavan

(Blitz), and several state leaders including

Prabhakar Rao in Andhra Pradesh, G. S.

Acharya in Bihar, Fateh Bahadur in Gujarat

and Ranen Mukharjee in West Bengal and

several others joined hands for democratic

functioning of IFWJ. These efforts failed

and culminated into the formation of IFWJ

(Democratic). But due to an order from a

Magistrate in a remote place in Uttar

Pradesh it had to be rechristened as Indian

Journalist Union (IJU). In the founding con-

ference of the IJU held at Ranchi, then in

undivided Bihar,  Santosh ji took over the

reins as the founder President and Kalyan

Choudhary was the first Secretary General.

Later, in the Vijayawada plenary I took over

from Kalyan the Secretary General responsi-

bilities. 

Sontosh ji used to tour extensively in the

country. He would never miss a union meet-

ing or seminar. During his period IJU con-

tinued as an affiliate of both International

Organization of Journalists (IOJ) and

International Federation of Journalists (IFJ).

At the IOJ Congress in Amman, capital of

Jordan several member countries including

Sri Lanka insisted on allotting Vice

President Post to India. At the initiative of

Santosh ji and S.N.Sinha I was chosen to

contest. But we lost by one vote.

I visited Santosh ji two months before

his passing away at his home in Delhi along

with Sinha and Prem Nath Bhargava. His

health was fast deteriorating and he was los-

ing memory. His daughter Vibha and grand-

son were there. He lost his wife three years

back. That was the last I had seen of him. He

truly was a remarkable leader with a prole-

tariat outlook. His name will be cherished

for long in the journalist trade union move-

ment in India. 

Comrade Santosh ji amar rahe! 

C

K. Sreenivas
Reddy

The writer is a senior
journalist based at

Hyderabad and
President, IJU 

A Memory to be Cherished!
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Amarnath Always Held
the Middle Ground!

Indian Journalists Union will forever remember Amarnath for
his greatest contribution, Scribes News. As founder-editor of Scribes

News, he edited the magazine till his last breath 

n 1983, a group of journalists under the

leadership of Gajjela Malla Reddy

joined Andhra Bhoomi, a Telugu daily

newspaper, in the editorial department.

They had all resigned from another

popular daily, Eenadu, resenting its

editorial policy of supporting the just-

formed Telugu Desam Party (TDP)

launched by matinee idol, 

N.T. Rama Rao. 

At that time, I was in Andhra

Bhoomi as senior sub-editor handling

the editorial and features pages. We,

the old employees, were apprehensive

that the new batch may replace us and

we would lose our jobs. On day one,

the new Editor Malla Reddy stripped

me of my position and entrusted the

job to a person who joined along with

him. 

This vitiated the atmosphere and

the editorial department got divided

into two groups, old and new. We start-

ed lunch hour demonstrations protest-

ing the management's decisions. A cou-

ple of day later, an elderly looking per-

son from the batch of new recruits

came to my desk and introduced him-

self in Telugu: "I am Amarnath, can we

have a cup of tea in the canteen?" I

understood that he wanted to talk to me

about the issue. 

I reluctantly went to the canteen

with him. He told me that I was

unknowingly playing into the hands of

a section of the management. When I

laughed at him and enquired if he knew

who I was. He said, "yes, I know you

very well. You are a unionist. That is

the reason I wanted to caution you." He

went on to say that I could enquire and

know the facts for myself. And

Amarnath proved to be right. Later, he

proved to be right on several occasions

where I was wrong or misled. 

In this particular issue, a section of

management who were not happy with

the takeover by Mr. T. Venkatram

Reddy had provoked the employees by

instilling fear that we will lose our

jobs, which was not true. At the initia-

tive of Amarnath and few other col-

leagues, Editor called a meeting of old

staff and assured us that no harm would

come anybody's way. Later, in less than

one year, I left the organization.

Amarnath was transferred to

Visakhapatnam. We did not meet for

almost five years. 

My close association with

Amarnath started in 1989 when he got

elected as the secretary of Andhra

Pradesh Union of Working Journalists

(APUWJ) representing north Andhra.

From then, more than our three-decade

old friendship and camaraderie contin-

The writer is Former
President, IJU  

& Advisor to 
AP Chief Minister on

National Media Affairs

I

Devulapalli Amar
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ued, agreeing to disagree on several

issues. 

Amarnath had served as

Secretary of APUWJ once and IJU

thrice, President of APUWJ once

and he was Member of Press Council

of India for two terms. He con-

tributed a lot to the strength of union

at state and national level. He never

hesitated in putting forth his point of

view but always respected and fol-

lowed the majority decision.

Amarnath was a person with strong

likes and dislikes; but he was always

in the forefront when it came to help-

ing friends in the profession.

He never believed in life after

death. In our association of more

than thirty years, we both travelled

together hundreds of times.

Whenever we went to tour north

Telangana, we picked up at a

chowrastha in Alwal area of

Secunderabad and our friends named

the spot as 'Amarnath chowrastha'.

We used to joke with him that a stat-

ue of Amarnath would be erected

there after he passed away. He was

very much against the statue culture

and told us that he doesn't believe in

what happens after a person passes

away. "Leave alone erecting a statue,

you may even forget me once I am

no more." This was his reaction.

All through his career in Andhra

Bhoomi, Amarnath's weekly off was

Wednesday. Unless he was out of

station, he used to go to the

Hyderabad Press Club to meet

friends over a few drinks. After he

retired, he started going to news

channels as an analyst and was

appreciated by one and all for his

clarity of thought. He never minced

words in calling a spade a spade. 

He was also a regular guest on

my show "fourth estate" in Sakshi

television for five years and inciden-

tally, he was scheduled to appear on

Wednesdays. After the show we both

used to go to Press Club for a drink

and socialise with friends. That is

how he got the name "budhavaaram

baabaai" (Wednesday uncle) by fel-

low journalists. Several journalists

made it a point to visit Press Club on

Wednesday evenings to take

Amarnath's advice on professional

issues, trade union matters and legal

problems.

Indian Journalists Union (IJU)

will forever remember Amarnath for

his greatest contribution, Scribes

News. As founder-editor of Scribes

News, he edited the magazine till his

last breath. After editing the April

2021 edition on March 30, he fell

sick on April 1 and got admitted to a

hospital. He passed away on April

20. The idea of bringing out a maga-

zine "of journalists, by journalists,

for the journalists" was his. 

He proposed it and asked me if I

can mobilise resources for bringing

out the magazine independently. I

agreed. As a publisher, (in my capac-

ity as secretary general and presi-

dent) I or any other leader in the

union never interfered in the editori-

al freedom. We deferred several

times but respected his final decision

as editor. A fitting tribute to

Comrade Amarnath would be con-

tinuing the publication of Scribes

News.  

His departure is a very big loss

for me personally and to the journal-

ist trade union movement at national

and state level. We will miss you

comrade.

Amarnath with IJU delegation when they called on the President, Pranab Mukharjee, in September 2016
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remember the first time when I confided

in my mother that, "Maa, mere liye papa

mere bhagwan hai" after she had

answered my question, who is god.

I listened to her carefully that god is

our creator, it is he who protects us and

with him we could have direct commu-

nication. God is the one he would never

judge and always love us, come what

may.

While growing up I experienced all

the qualities of God through my father,

Santosh Kumar, a bold journalist, a

courageous trade unionist and an authen-

tic personality. I felt protected with him,

I could talk, discuss, argue, disagree

with him and he would never judge me

and always love me.

It is said the relationship between a

father and a daughter is the most beauti-

ful of all. Father may see the son as his

extension; mother expects protection

from the son. She may train her daughter

to complete her unfulfilled dreams and

also prepare her for her own home some-

day. The father only loves his daughter

as he educates her, he saves for her and

he even hands over gracefully to another

man in trust.

I experienced each stage of hand

holding and letting go confidently with

my father. In the 52yrs I spent with him,

I saw him, heard him and listened to his

travelogues and learnings from the

books. He heard me, he listened to my

silence and taught me through his

actions more than he could with his

words.

For 52yrs, I saw my father behind a

book or a newspaper. The man who

could never befriend with any electronic

devise, always stayed attached to his

roots, books, no matter what.

I observed him to jump into action

with any cry from the needy and the less

fortunate. He told me once, "Vibha, you

are educated, secured, comfortable and

well aware, if girls like you don't stand

up and empower others then who will".

He made me proud of my being and

taught me humility and to respect others.

As for him, only the empowered can and

must empower others.

It was always interesting to see him

dress up and sit for meal time, enjoy

each morsel and appreciating the compa-

ny and saying everytime, "It is not the

menu but the company that matters".

Then change and relax in his all time

favorite 'Tehband' (Lungi).

I saw him going to his office in DTC

bus everyday even at 82 years of age as

an Editor of the Daily Pratap and later

the Trade Union Record. He believed

that he would feel the issues and heart-

beat of the general public by travelling

My father, 
Santosh Kumar..! 
While growing up I experienced all the qualities of God through my

father, Santosh Kumar, a bold journalist, a courageous trade unionist
and an authentic personality 

I

The writer is 
daughter of 

Santosh Kumar

Vibha Santosh
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only through the public transport. He

came from a  family of Newspapers.

The family owned three newspapers

since 1860s till 1946 in Lahore:

Advocate in English, MitraVilas in

Hindi and Akbare-e-Aam in Urdu.

Santosh Kumar renounced all

and joined the Trade Union

Movement to uplift and bring disci-

pline of equality to rights for mini-

mum wages and rightful living for

all. When I asked him why did he

have paan, pat came the reply," to

become one with the workers and the

common man."

I enjoyed watching him enjoying

his Rum or Vodka every evening till

he gave up food.  I have been part of

his love and respect for my mother.

He would prepare the first tea of the

day and serve it in the tray waking

her up in the wee hours of the day,

“Madam, chai hazir hai.’’ He lived

with the belief that the husband must

serve the first tea to the beloved as

she holds the reigns of the home. He

made the  tea  till the last day of her

life and he never entered the kitchen

since then.

He ate less, walked more,

laughed loud, commanded louder

and shared his wisdom with all.

During the growing up years, the

two room apartment was always full

of guests from across the globe. The

old aunts felt safe, the young kids

felt protected, the friends were confi-

dent to open up and professionals

knew that their secrets were secured.

All had the right to express one-

self and disagree. All felt safe to be

themselves. All felt grounded to

grow bigger, larger and deeper with

him by their side.

I heard the neighbors calling him

'Chachaji', the colleagues 'Comrade',

'Nana' for my kids and their genera-

tion and each related with him.

I learnt from my papa to:

1. Build relationships and trust,

empower who are neglected and

ignored

2. Be authentic to yourself, refrain

from Gossips

3. Be fearless, kind and wise. Be

responsible and take ownership

4. Keep away from greed and

addictions, Skill of detachment

5. Believe in others, trust yourself

6. Intent and interest matter

7. Words are heard, so watch what

you speak about yourself.

8. More than What, HOW we

choose to become makes us what

we are.

9. Ask

10. Respect the learned, the col-

leagues, the juniors

11. Read, Travel and Honor  differ-

ent people, thoughts, cultures,

religions

When he realized his purpose for

this lifetime was complete he chose

to move on. He renounced the food

intake and then water. On the fif-

teenth day he passed on peacefully

and gracefully. A fearless man, my

father was confident enough to face

death, head on. I witnessed that he

lived joyfully and died completely. A

fearless man, a confident father, a

romantic husband and a doting

grandfather, Santosh Kumar, mere

papa mere bhagwan. 

Santosh Kumar in the founding Conference of IJU held in December 1990, at Ranchi, then in Bihar. 
He was elected the First President of IJU
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Indefatigable
Press Warriors! 
Before winding up their visit to Bihar, comrade Amarnath and the

other member of PCI team had also called on Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar to request to ensure stringent punishment to culprits

was deeply shocked when I saw the

whtsapp message posted in IJU group,

informing us that the warrior of free-

dom of press K Amarnath Saheb was

no more. A man like him who had been

tirelessly fighting to ensure freedom of

press and also for protecting the rights

of journalists was a priceless asset for

all of us. His dedication and devotion

to the cause of journalist fraternity

would be remembered for long. As a

member of the Press Council of India

he had always raised his voice for the

cause of journalists across the country

who were facing troubles in discharg-

ing their professional responsibilities.

As we all are aware, since over one

year corona pandemic has put life out

of gear in all spheres. After the last

National Executive Committee meet-

ing of Indian Journalists Union (IJU)

in Lucknow in March 2020 we have

not been able to convene physical

meeting of the Union for direct inter-

action. We could meet through virtual

mode only on three or four occasions

during Corona pandemic to discuss

issues of immediate concern. In one

such meeting, we discussed at length

how present regime at the Centre and

in governments in some states have

been attacking freedom of press slap-

ping sedition charges on some well

known journalists for their critical

reportage on the handling of the pan-

demic and the protest of farmers

against farm laws. During this discus-

sion I had raised the issue of Patna

High Court imposing ban on reporting

investigation into the  infamous case

of Muzaffarpur shelter home case,

where about 40 girls were sexually

abused for years. 

President of Bihar Working

Journalists Union Nivedita Jha had

challenged the ban in Supreme Court

which quashed the order of Patna High

Court, maintaining that ban on report-

ing could not be imposed.

Immediately after the meeting I got a

call from Comrade Amarnath who

wanted me to send the full text of

Patna High Court judgement. He had

told me that he needed the order of

Patna High Court to write an article on

freedom of press.

General Secretary, 
Bihar Working

Journalists Union 

I

Kamal Kant
Sahay
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I had contacted a senior advocate

of Patna High Court who made

available to me the full text of Patna

High Court judgement, which I for-

warded to Amarnath. The pleasure

he expressed on getting the order

copy made me truly satisfied that it

would be helpful to him in his efforts

to fight strongly for freedom of

press. In the year 2016, a senior jour-

nalist Rajdeo Ranjan was shot dead

in Siwan. On our request a PCI fact

finding team had arrived in Bihar to

probe the brutal killing in which

Amarnath was a Member. The PCI

team had met wife of slain journalist

as part of probe. Before winding up

their visit to Bihar, comrade

Amarnath and the other member of

PCI team had also called on Bihar

Chief Minister Nitish Kumar to

request to ensure stringent punish-

ment to culprits involved in the inci-

dent and also to take steps for the

safety and security of journalists in

the state.

I would also like to recall my

interaction with him when he was in

Patna in connection with hearing of

Press Council of India for redressal

of grievances of journalists and other

stakeholders in the year 2019. After

meeting was over Nivedita Jha and I

had met with Amarnath and comrade

Balwinder Singh Jammu, Secretary

General of IJU and discussed sever-

al issues.

We had met for the last time in

Lucknow in the last physical meet-

ing of the National Executive

Committee of IJU in March 2020.

During lunch break on the first day

we were enjoying a leisurely meal. I

had noticed that Amarnath was

engaged in preparing resolutions to

be adopted in the post lunch session.

Such was his dedication to the cause

of journalistic fraternity and it would

be remembered for long.

Another great loss for the frater-

nity was the demise of comrade

Santosh Kumar, the founder

President of IJU. I had a very brief

interaction with him during the

meeting of IJU in New Delhi in

2018. Though he was in an advance

age his sparkling thoughts and prag-

matic approach towards issues were

palpable. Bihar had special bondage

with Santosh Saheb as he was elect-

ed as the first President of IJU in the

Ranchi Plenary in undivided Bihar

three decades back. He was in the

forefront in the fight of journalists

against the Press Amendment Bill

brought by the then Chief Minister

of Bihar Dr Jagannath Mishra to gag

freedom of press in 1982. On behalf

of Bihar Working Journalists Union

(BWJU), I pay rich tributes to both

the stalwarts who had immensely

contributed to journalists trade union

movement in the country and also

for taking forward the cause of pro-

tecting the freedom of press.

Amarnath addressing a seminar on the menace of paid news organized by Press Council of India and Tripura
Journalists Union in Agartala in January 2017



36 august 2021

A True Unionist!

marnath Kosuri, senior journalist,

leader of the working journalists'

movement and former member of

Press Council of India, who passed

away recently was a true unionist. Born

on 15th of September 1952 Amarnath

breathed his last on 20th of April. He is

survived by his wife, son, daughter-in-

law and two granddaughters. A few

weeks before, he went to New Delhi, to

take part in a meeting of

Press Council of India

where he contracted

Corona infection. A closely

monitored treatment for

two weeks at NIMS-

Hyderabad, could not save

him.  

Hailing from a middle-

class family of farmers

from Mamuduru, a sleepy

village in the West

Godavari Dist., Amarnath

had eight brothers and two

sisters. Two of his elder brothers were

active in the APSRTC Employees

Union, affiliated to AITUC. S. R.

Datta, a close relative of Amarnath rep-

resented Attili Legislative Assembly

Constituency from CPI during 1962-

'67. Polamuru, a small town where

Amarnath had his High School educa-

tion, used to be a strong hold of the

Communist movement since 1930s.

This setting provided a lively leftist

backdrop for the future trade unionist. 

Amarnath spent most part of his life

fighting for the rights of working men

and women.  Wherever the rights of

working people were at stake he went

there. Responsibilities and career inter-

ests never came in his way! His con-

centration used to be on the rights and

welfare of working journalists. His

grasp of the rule position of

relevant acts and concerned

G.Os always drew grudging

approvals from officers on

the other side. His clarity of

thought and articulation

would add strength to the

cause. He earned a reputa-

tion of being a formidable

negotiator across the table.  

Amarnath had been a

bright student all through

his educational career and

scored highest marks in

English language subject in "School

Final Exam". It won him an appoint-

ment letter from UPSC in late Sixties.

He worked in UPSC at its Central

Office in New Delhi until the clamping

of Emergency in 1975. He took an

active part in organising local union

and that irritated the bureaucrats at the

helm.  Terminated on a technical rea-

son, Amarnath returned to AP in late

The writer is 
NEC Member of IJU and 

Former President, 
APUWJ 
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D. Somasundar 
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Seventies and started organising

trade unions in Visakhapatnam. His

stay at New Delhi, brief as it might

be, provided an exposure to

Amarnath. He developed good rela-

tions with CPI leaders and AITUC

Central leadership as well during

this period. That he named his son

Sreepad after S. A. Dange speaks

about the left movement influence he

underwent. 

A loyal reader of The Blitz and

The Daily, Amarnath tried his hand

at writing for English journals in an

early age. His contributions to the

Column "Vox Populi" used to appear

in The Blitz. No wonder he finally

landed in the field of journalism. He

joined the mainstream Telugu jour-

nalism in mid 80s and retired as

News Editor from the Deccan

Chronicle group in 2006. Later he

had brief stints at NSS news agency

and Hans India Daily. During these

three decades, Amarnath grew up as

a fearless champion of rights of

working journalists. He always was

in the forefront in condemning any

attack on the rights of scribes and

freedom of expression. Besides

organizing protests and gathering

support from various quarters,

Amarnath invariably took such

instances immediately to the notice

of Press Council of India. Amarnath

was elected as Secretary of Andhra

Pradesh Union of Working

Journalists (APUWJ) and later

became President of the Union. He

was a member of the National

Executive of the IJU first, and was

its Secretary later. He was nominated

twice to the Executive Committee of

Press Academy of Andhra Pradesh.

He represented IJU two terms as

member of the Press Council of

India. He headed the PCI sub-com-

mittee, which studied "Attacks on

Journalists and the measures for

their Security." After exhaustive dis-

cussions across the country he sub-

mitted a detailed report in which he

made out a case for a separate statute

to ensure safety of journalists. The

Council, in a unanimous resolution,

recommended to the Union

Government for such an enactment. 

I had the opportunity of working

under his stewardship as Vice-

President of the APUWJ. After suc-

ceeding Amarnath as President, I

enjoyed his able guidance. 

In the era of 24 hour news chan-

nels Amarnath became a sought after

panellist in political talk shows. His

presence on the panel always steered

the show logically and assured

meaningful discussion, as hosts and

co-panellists as well would endorse.

What he uttered was considered

authentic. His impeccable memory

helped many a situation of dilemma

defuse and won him plaudits. His

successful shaping of the magazine

Scribes News as its Editor is a mat-

ter on record. 

Amarnath, the PEDDAAYANA

(The Elderly Gentleman), will be

warmly remembered by his friends

and fellow travellers forever for his

unconditional love and affection!

On the occasion of undevided Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Y. S. Rajasekhar Reddy unveiling the statue of 
M. Chalapathi Rau, doyen of Indian journalism in December 2007 at Hyderabad



Tireless Campaigners
for Press Freedom! 

Amarnath used to provoke us to do something through acidic
sarcasm and taunts, which many a time even 

annoyed and hurt us 

osuri Amarnath was a Unionist who

did not hesitate to go to any lengths

to protect freedom of expression,

particularly of the press. He would

not think twice to use any weapon to

achieve this goal. He felt that egos or

personal prejudices have no place in

protecting the rights and standards

of the media.  Irrespective of stature

and the power of the

other person, he would

not mince words in

expressing the stance of

the union on the issues

at hand when he met

politicians or officials,

occasionally adding a

bit of sarcasm to lighten

the situation. Having

imbibed the fighting

spirit from his early

days, Amarnath was always forth-

right in conveying his message to

officials. His erudition, memory and

deep knowledge used to make those

around him speechless when it came

to legal matters, history or prece-

dents regarding a particular issue.

Decades of association: I had 36

years of association with Amarnath.

I joined Andhra Bhoomi as trainee

sub-editor when it launched its

Vizag edition in 1985 while

Amarnath joined as Senior Sub-

Editor. He became friendly and was

very to our batch. He was the 'go to'

man when we had any doubts in

translation of English copy. He

would reel out facts and background

to any issue as he was a mine of

knowledge. His advice when I was

on the horns of a dilem-

ma whether to join

Andhra Prabha, where I

got an offer in 1986

helped me immensely.

We worked in our

journalist union together

for over 30 years. He

guided me on various

issues during my stint as

APUWJ Treasurer, head-

quarters Secretary,

General Secretary and lastly

Secretary, IJU. I would be grateful to

him for providing me a clear view

on various issues through his valu-

able and timely advice and guidance.

Whatever functional English I

learnt is only thanks to him. He

guided me as General Secretary and

D. Somasundar as President of

APUWJ at every step in running the

organisation from 2007 till the divi-

Secretary, IJU

K

Y. Narender Reddy

He was the

'go to' man

when we had

any doubts in

translation of

English copy 
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sion of the State of Andhra Pradesh

in 2014. He used to provoke us to do

something through acidic sarcasm

and taunts, which many a time even

annoyed and hurt us. But it was only

temporary and we would soon patch

up and approach him for drafting let-

ters, memorandums or representa-

tions. He worked tirelessly in taking

care of litigations on service matters

of journalists, implementation of

schemes or getting accreditations.

Amarnath was instrumental in

the implementation of Mediclaim

scheme for journalists till 2012 since

its launch in 2004 during Y. S.

Rajasekhar Reddy Government. I

was entrusted with the task of inter-

acting with insurer and third party

administrators; but it was Amarnath

who was the guiding force behind

me. Amarnath also played a key role

in the efforts led by K Sreenivas

Reddy and Devulapalli Amar to tide

over the crisis that erupted in

APUWJ in 2005. I also had to face a

police case along with Amarnath

during the dispute.

He was active in several commit-

tees as a member of the Press

Council of India representing IJU.

He prepared and submitted a valu-

able report on the safety of journal-

ists after touring various parts of the

country. 

He argued for enactment of a

separate law for protection of jour-

nalists. Whether as a member of the

committee or as representative of a

victim before the committee, he

strived hard to ensure justice to jour-

nalists in his own style.

In his departure, the journalist

community has lost an indefatigable,

passionate and committed fighter for

their welfare and rights. My final

salute to my longtime comrade

Amarnath! His soul may rest 

in peace!

tributes to IJu founder president

santosh Kumar

Santosh Kumar firmly believed in

the collective strength of the journal-

ist fraternity and played an important

role in the history of journalist strug-

gles and trade union movement. He

endeavoured for their wellbeing and

rights till his last breath. I first saw

him in 1990 September at the maid-

en plenary of IJU at Ranchi where

the leader's deep-toned speech left a

lasting impression on me. Later, I

had a chance to meet him and inter-

act closely in 2011 during 7th plena-

ry of IJU held at Hyderabad. 

He used to advice union leaders

to tour extensively to find out the

condition of journalists at field level.

I pay my respects to comrade

Santosh Kumar who fought for the

welfare of journalists even through

old age. 

Amarnath addressing a meeting organized to conduct training classes for rural journalists by Media Education Foundation

India and Telangana State Union of Working Journalists at Malkajgiri of Medchal Malkajgiri Dist in September 2018
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A Rustic Style 
loved by All !
He always had a sensible advice for younger generation of 

journalists when they happen to meet him but it was delivered in his
inimitable rustic style with a generous dose of expletives

osuri Amarnath was not just a comrade

in arms. For me he was a very good

friend who was always there when I

needed him. His memory power was

legendary from which all of us in the

union in the undivided state of Andhra

Pradesh got benefited. He was a simple

human. He was a kid among   children

and a learned person among elders. He

always had a sensible advice for

younger generation of journalists when

they happen to meet him but it was

delivered in his inimitable rustic style

with a generous dose of expletives. But

nobody ever really took exception.

Such a lovable character he was. 

I was shocked when I learnt that

Amarnath had succumbed to Covid. A

few days before, when I called Amar

Devulapalli, former President IJU,

from US where I was visiting my son

he informed me that both Amarnath

and his wife were  tested covid  posi-

tive  and were  in  home  isolation. I

immediately rang up Amarnath who

made a request not to make it public.

That was the last talk I had with him.

On the dreadful morning when I saw

the WhatsApp message about the

untimely demise of our beloved

Comrade, such was my disbelief that I

felt compelled to crosscheck it with IJU

President K.  Sreenivas Reddy. 

We both were together on March 7

and 8. On 7th we both attended a meet-

ing of former  presidents  and  general

secretaries  of  the  Andhra  Pradesh

Union  of Working Journalists

(APUWJ) and Telangana State Union

of Working Journaists (TUWJ) held  at

Basheerbagh  Union  Office  in

Hyderabad.  That was the last union

gathering that he  attended.  Next day

on March  8th,  we  staged  a  dharna  in

front  of  the  Deccan Chronicle  and

Andhra  Bhoomi  office  in

Secunderabad  against  the  non-pay-

ment  of salaries to the employees. I too

participated along with Amarnath in the

dharna. When   a   delegation   went

inside   the   office   to   hold   talks

with   the   management representa-

tives, I and Amarnath sat under a tree

outside the Deccan Chronicle office

and talked this and that.  As  Amarnath

worked  in that  organisation  for  quite

a  long  time,  several employees of

Andhra Bhoomi came out to greet him.

That was the last I had seen of him. 

Initially, my relationship with

Amarnath was confined only to the

union activities. Later our affinity grew

Correspondent, PTI
Member, 

National Executive, IJU

K

Dasari Krushna
Reddy 
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and became personal. As I  had been

interacting with him more I started learn-

ing about both his straightforward per-

sonality and activism; his commitment

and  dedication to the union.

During his two tenures as Member,

Press Council of India, Amarnath headed

several  sub-committees and toured

extensively across the country probing

attacks on journalists. He headed the

committee constituted by the Council to

look into the safety aspect of journalist

fraternity and after a hectic tour and com-

prehensive study the committee submit-

ted a report recommending a separate

statute for the safety of journalists. 

In both Telugu states Amarnath was a

well known personality as he regularly

participated in political talk shows in var-

ious news channels. He was instrumental

in preparing reports on journalist agita-

tions and drafting memorandums and res-

olutions.

K. Chandrasekhar Rao, Chief

Minister of the newly carved out

Telangana State visited Warangal city in

2014. Addressing a public meeting he

threatened two news channels which

were critical of him that he would bury

them many fathoms deep. Subsequently a

PCI sub-committee came to examine the

open threat of the Chief Minister.

Amarnath ensured that the team visited

Warangal after its sittings at Hyderabad.  

Indian Journalists Union played a

major role in the efforts to control paid

news and Amarnath was a crucial part of

it. After the PCI had endorsed the IJU's

path breaking study of paid news,

Election Commission of India had put in

place some measures to control the mala-

dy. One such measure was to constitute

committees to check paid news wherever

elections were held. In the ensuing gener-

al elections Amarnath was representing in

the committee at  state level while I had

participated in the panel at the district

level. I always used to take Amarnath's

valuable suggestions on this matter as

and when necessary and together we

caused issuance of notices to several con-

testing candidates for indulging in paid

news. 

The vacuum created by the untimely

death of Amarnath can never be filled and

it is a great loss to the journalist trade

union movement. Personally I lost a

friend. The only tribute that we can pay to

him is to continue the fight for the rights

of journalists and freedom of press. 

Good old
days when
physical
meetings
were the
order 
of the day.
Enroute to
Gangtok to
attend NEC
meeting of
IJU in
November
2012
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Kosuri Amarnath
was my Rabbi!

We would meet at a bar in Alexander Street in Secunderabad, from
time to time, to have a drink or two, during which we managed to find

solutions to the most intractable problems facing the world

The writer is 
a senior journalist 

based at Hyderabad 

I

Shaukat H.
Mohammed

first met with Kosuri Amarnath in May

of 1985, when I stepped into a passage

of the first newspaper I worked for, for

a quick smoke. There I found this man

also smoking. I had seen him on the

stairs in the offices of the newspapers

we both worked for; he for the Telugu

language newspaper and me for the

English language newspa-

per of the same group. 

The man quickly

moved toward me and

introduced himself as just

Amarnath; he mentioned

his surname, Kosuri, much

later, but for me he was

just Amarnath. We shook

hands after I introduced

myself to him. We soon

began seeking out each

other in the passage

reserved for smoking,

though we could smoke at our desks in

those years. 

A few weeks after that meeting, we

happened to sign off work at the same

time, after putting our respective news-

papers to bed. Amarnath invited me to

have a cup of tea with him at a roadside

teashop near the newspaper's office in

Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh.

Amarnath was accompanied by another

man, who was his colleague. It was

Rappol Ramlal, and the three of us,

often joined by my chief subeditor, YS

Murthy, would spend the next three to

four hours, in the dead of night, sipping

horribly sweet tea and smoking. These

meetings served as a means to learn a

lot about the world and the

arguably less polarised, pol-

itics in our own country. We

would disperse at daybreak,

and head home. 

This went on for more

than 2 years, till I left the

newspaper to join another in

Vizianagaram, AP.  I con-

sulted with Amarnath about

the wisdom of joining a

larger newspaper in a small-

er town, moving away from

home. He encouraged me to

join, and I did. A few months later,

when I met Amarnath, he recounted

how the general manager of the news-

paper I had worked for earlier, had

summoned him to his office and threat-

ened substantial financial penalties for

a favour Amarnath had done for three

people who had left the organisation to

join a rival newspaper. The favour

These 

meetings served

as a means to

learn a lot

about the world

and the

arguably less

polarised, 

politics in our

own country
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Amarnath did was to sign as a surety

to the three-year bond I had signed

when I joined the newspaper in

Visakhapatnam. The GM said

Amarnath would probably have to

pay three months' wages of the three

employees who had resigned before

the bond period ended. Apparently,

Amarnath laughed at the claim, and

told the newspaper executive that the

bond, signed or otherwise, was inad-

missible in law because the bond

was tilted heavily in favour of the

employer. He told me to forget about

the whole bond kerfuffle. The news-

paper did not try to enforce the bond. 

Amarnath and I kept in touch off

and on over the years, and he was

always at hand to lend a sympathetic

ear to any anxieties regarding my

career or my personal life I raised

with him. We would meet at a bar in

Alexander Street in Secunderabad,

from time to time, to have a drink or

two, or maybe three, during which

we managed to find solutions to the

most intractable problems facing the

world. He was great company, well-

read and wise with a wicked sense of

humour. On a more personal level,

Amarnath attended my wedding

many summers ago. He also made

the time to attend my daughter's

wedding in New Delhi.  

Amarnath called me in the first

week of April and invited me to join

him for a drink at a bar in

Secunderabad. I agreed. He said he

would call again with the date and

time for the planned meeting. That

call never came. The next time I

heard about Amarnath was when a

common friend called me on 20th

April to say that Amarnath had suc-

cumbed to Covid-19 after battling it

for more than two weeks. 

Amarnath valued his friends. For

me he was more than a wise man,

familiar with the ways of the world,

he was my rabbi (pronounced ra-

bai). Rabbi means teacher in the

Hebrew language. RIP, Amarnath.

You will be missed by your many

mentees and other friends. 

Amarnath along with senior leaders of IJU and APUWJ in a rally in Hyderabad in October 2010, 
organized to highlight pending demands of journalists
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orona pandemic has taken precious lives

of too many near and dear unexpectedly

and Amarnath garu, unfortunately, was

one among them. Nobody in the field of

journalism who knew Amarnath Garu per-

sonally never addressed him by his name.

He was and is always Babai to many. It is

indeed difficult to write about Amarnath

garu in the past tense for he always lived

in the present. Despite his hectic 

journalists' trade union activities, his work

with the Press Council and being on sever-

al important media Committees, he always

kept himself update with the latest politi-

cal developments in the country and in the

two Telugu states. His unbiased analysis

on the current topics as panellist on sever-

al regional TV Channels was always a

treat to watch and living lessons for the

upcoming journalists.

Like the typical Raju clan from the

Godavari districts, he was known for his

wit and humour and friendly banter.

Though he worked for decades in Telugu

newspapers, his command over English

and literature was commendable. There

were occasions when he had suggested

headlines for banner stories in Deccan

Chronicle. He used to advise juniors on

phrasing a catchy headline. He had a pho-

tographic memory and would share the

precious information of the political devel-

opments in the past with exact date and

year in those days where there was no

facility of a Google search. His deep

understanding and grip over the politics

and the circumstances that led to the sepa-

ration of Andhra from Madras State, the

merger of Andhra State with the Telangana

in 1956 and the recent division of the unit-

ed Andhra Pradesh was authentic and

unbiased. It was always fun and interest-

ing to talk with him in the Hyderabad

Press Club. He was very active in APUWJ

and would not tolerate anyone, albeit in a

lighter vein, talk ill of the Union or its

leaders. He would defend the Union to the

hilt come what may!

He was a real Guru and teacher to

those who entered fresh into the profes-

sion. He would advise them on the finer

points of the profession and often guide

them to read more books, academic maga-

zines to sharpen their skills. He would

never talk ill of anyone but while dis-

cussing issues of political ideology he

would never mince his words. His com-

mitment to the Leftist ideology remained

intact even during several turbulent times.

Those of us close to him would now

realise how badly we miss his friendly

banter often garnished with choicest abus-

es. It was fun and relaxing to hear

Amarnath garu scolding us in a lighter

vein.

On a personal note: He was one of the

few whom I can say had a personal family

relationship. When I was leaving jobs at

the drop of the hat, he would often tell my

wife who is a Bank employee to quit her

job. "Unless you quit your job, this fellow

will not stick to one job and be stable," he

would always advise my wife.

When the news of his critical condition

due to Covid came out we were worried

but did not realise that it would take him

away forever from us.

We miss you Amarnath Garu.  We can-

not even say that we pray to God for your

soul's well being as you never believed in

the existence of God and you even scolded

us for saying so. 

Adieu, Amarnath Garu!

C

VJM Divakar

The writer is a senior
journalist based at

Hyderabad 
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Covid-19 shows  Journalists

are vulnerable, too!
he second wave of the

Covid-19 pandemic hit

the country hard and the

world of journalists was

no different. People

working in the profession and those

associated with it were among the

few sections who continued to be out

for work even during lockdowns.

While the WFH (Work from

Home) acronym became prevalent in

the country, many of our colleagues

and those in the supporting roles had

to step out of the house to bring

'Samachar', from far and near.

Yes, the delivery mechanism

changed and now many people

access news through various plat-

forms that fits into a palm virtually,

yet the harsh reality is that some of

our colleagues have to go out to

bring home developments.

The indispensability of this cate-

gory includes the ubiquitous

"Patrakar' or the reporter /photo jour-

nalist who cannot but go out, witness

the events from the spot, and narrate

it.  While these two are the most

prominent frontline colleagues, they

need the support of others on the

Desk. In case you are in a newspa-

per/periodical, the job ended only

when colleagues at the printing press

made the product roll out and the

neighbourhood supplier placed the

'Akhbaar" at the door.

Well, as for those in the electron-

ic medium, television/radio or new

media the task was different requir-

ing greater coordination among

where visuals support events as it

unfolded.  Add to this a new breed of

professionals who are working

alone. These colleagues utilise tech-

nology to shoot video and complete

it with 'Piece to Camera' before

uploading clips on to social media

platforms. Amid all these, the pro-

fession experienced pain that people

were undergoing. Be it the struggle

to eke out a living on rations sup-

plied during the lockdowns, running

around for medical advice and assis-

tance, and track down contacts to

secure life-saving medicines, or find

a bed complete with supply of oxy-

gen and/or in the Intensive Care

Unit.

This is a familiar story of help

rendered for some of their own or to

strangers in addition to the basic

commitment - bring out the truth of

what is happening around us.

This narration is familiar but the

reason to walk through it is to

remind that in the process the tribe

lost many, battling the virus.  The

loss of lives is not just figures.

Colleagues who departed were

people who contributed every day in

their own way to the profession.  The

tribe may agree or disagree with

views of these individuals but then

this diversity constitutes the world.

Death is painful for those left

behind, especially those felled in

their prime and many went away

during the second wave.

Several state governments came

up with schemes extending financial

support to the next of kin of those

who lost their lives to Covid-19.

Many have declared journalists to be

'frontline workers' and access the

welfare schemes. The Government

of India through the Press

Information Bureau until mid-June

this year processed at least 70 plus

cases across the country and gave

financial grants.

Recently, a former journalist

Kota Neelima knocked the doors of

the Supreme Court for benevolence

from governments, claiming that as

per available data, between April 13,

2020 and May 19, 2021, 253 jour-

nalists died due to Covid-19 and 93

more deaths required verification.

Based on data published on a web-

site "Institute of Perception Studies",

she said 54 per cent of those who lost

lives were working in print media

and greater number of deaths hap-

pened in the age group of 41-50

years. It is time for journalist organ-

isations to come up with innovative

schemes and create registered

benevolent corpus. The scheme

could generate funds by small con-

tributions by those associated with it

over a set of years and add to the

fund through donations. Through

voluntary membership, contributors

can choose to exercise options on a

predetermined metre. In addition,

designated nominee(s) can be eligi-

ble for grants to meet exigencies and

mitigate hardship to the family of a

member journalist who dies in har-

ness.

T
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So long, Babai!
abai” is the word that comes to mind the

moment you think of late K. Amarnath,

Editor of our own Scribes News. Babai

means "Chicha" in Hindi or plain "Uncle"

in English. It never occurred to me even in

my dreams that one day I would write a

tribute in my column fondly remembering

Babai.  

I would not say that my relationship

with Babai was that of love and hate but I

would term it as "Argumentative". Friends

would vouch that any discussion between

us, let the topic be anything under the sky,

it generated some heat. Mostly the discus-

sions were about politics and current

affairs, but when it's about changing hues

of news in media according to political

leanings the temperature rose a few degrees

more. When it comes to editing, sometimes

even rewriting of my column in Scribes

News, I always let him do what he is

known to be best at. Sometimes I expressed

my feelings on the change of the headlines.

But, I never argued because he was a mas-

ter and I am a novice.

"Walking-Talking Encyclopedia" is the

term that would describe him best when it

comes to the field of trade union move-

ment, of journalists and others. His recall-

ing power of events particularly relating to

politics and judiciary was terrific. 

He could recall any event from the past

with deadly accuracy, even to the point of

mentioning the date, and he always put the

development in proper context. Though his

political views were left to the centre, his

analysis was always to the point. 

His drafting skills are well known, he

could write an article with the same ease

with which he makes a press note. I have

the honour of co-writing some and corrob-

orating on some articles.

My last discussion with Amarnath was

about writing articles on well known jour-

nalists and events related to journalism.

The idea was to put out inspiring accounts

of journalism exploits. It was an honour

that Amarnath called me and suggested that

I take up the project after a senior journal-

ist he first chose became busy on becoming

editor of a newspaper. In fact I have gath-

ered some material and we were supposed

to meet and give a final shape. But it got

delayed due to corona second wave. Who

knew the pandemic would take our editor

away. On personal front Amarnath was

endowed with a good sense of humour.

Though an amiable person he never minced

words in putting across his views unmind-

ful of the reaction it would evoke from his

company. And how he loved playing cards!

Whenever we were travelling or meeting to

celebrate an occasion he insisted on shuf-

fling cards.

It is like yesterday that I remember

Devulapalli Amar receiving a call from

Amarnath informing his fever and breath-

ing problems. Tests, admission to hospital,

regular updates on health followed. We

were informed that he had become better

and was shifted out of ICU. We assumed

that he was a winner. But sadly he col-

lapsed and called it a day. 

It's a befitting tribute to Amarnath that

he was selected for YSR Lifetime

Achievement award by the Andhra Pradesh

government and I am sure his contribution

to the trade unionism and his fervour for

upholding the right to free speech would be

remembered by the young generation of

journalists. And lastly, thank you Babai for

bearing with me and my writings.

Media Observer

“B

Gopireddy
Madhusudan

Reddy
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