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wo more journalists were killed on succes-
sive days this month in Bihar, which is fast
becoming the killing field for journalists.

With this the toll of journalists in the country this
year reached six, Bihar accounting for three deaths.
One each was killed in Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand and
Gujarat. While Dharmendra Singh working for Dainik
Bhaskar was shot dead in the early hours of 12
November at Sasaram, Ramchandra Yadav, a journal-
ist writing for some Hindi publications until recently,
was gunned down the previous evening.  He was
elected as a ‘village pramukh’ recently.  it is matter of
grave concern that two journalists were killed in
Bihar within six months of the killing of Rajdev
Ranjan in Siwan, raising fears on the safety of jour-
nalists in the state. The case of
Rajdev Ranjan, belatedly
taken up by the CBi, did not
make much progress. The
Government of Bihar was
refusing to come to the rescue
of his family on the pretext of
a High Court order given in
another context.  

The spate of journalists
killings reinforces the demand
of the indian Journalists
Union (iJU) for a separate law as recommended by
the Press Council of india. it is unfortunate that the
union government has taken the stand that ‘the exist-
ing laws are sufficient’, apparently without applying
its mind.  The stand of the union government goes
counter to the recommendation of the UN Human
Rights Council, which asked all the member countries
to create ‘a legal frame work’ for the protection of the
working journalists.  it is unfortunate that the sen-
tinels of democracy are being killed and the killers
are getting away with impunity in the largest democ-
racy in the world.   it is time for a   movement for a
special law for scribes safety. 
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VieWR inside
i

had the opportunity to go through two

issues of the journal,  which fulfils a

badly felt need. it is heartening to see

that you are focussing just   not on petty

professional issues but  on larger con-

cerns that have a global sweep and affect

not only the journalists but the whole

human society. 

One can not fail to notice the whole

hearted efforts on the part of the whole

team in maintaining the quality in terms

of both content and lay out. 

Dhiranjan Malvey

21/601, Eastend Apartments,

Mayur Vihar Phase-1(Ext.)

Delhi-110096

i
have been reading the monthly issues

of Scribes News with great interest

and impressed with its content. 

i think the indian journalists fraterni-

ty needed a magazine like Scribes News

to shine a dispassionate light on the  jour-

nalism scene in the country which is

becoming corporatised at an alarming

rate. 

While i like most of the content in the

magazine, i think more original articles

need to find a place in the publication.

You may run a series on the stalwarts of

the profession for younger generation of

journalists.  

Keep up the good work.

Shaukat Mohammed

Former Business editor, 

Deccan Chronicle, Hyderabad,

Well done

More original
articles please! 
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IJU vows to
fight for  

Special law
for Safety 

of Journalists 

T
he indian Journalists

Union (iJU) decided to

launch a powerful cam-

paign for the safety of journalists

in the country. The National

executive Committee of the

Union which met at Bhilai,

Chhattisgarh on 15-16 October

expressed grave concern over

killing of more than  hundred

journalists in the country over the

last two and half decades. The

NeC also demanded that the gov-

ernment should amend the law of

defamation to decriminalize it as

it was being misused by the gov-

ernments and other vested inter-

ests to gag the media. S N Sinha,

President of iJU was in the chair. 

inaugurating the two day

meeting at Bhilai institute of

Technology auditorium on 15

October, the Union minister of

State for Steel, Vishnudev Sai

expressed his anguish over the

growing attacks on media persons

in the country. Paying tributes to

the journalists who were killed for

their professional work, he said it

is the duty of the governments and

the civil society to provide securi-

ty to the journalists as they were

torch bearers of democracy. 

He said the leaders of free-

dom movement from Bala

Gangadhar Tilak to Deen Dayal

Upadhyaya wielded the pen to

inspire the people. He said the

journalists mirror the social reali-

ties and promised that he would

try his best for special law for pro-

tection of the journalists. 

Chhattisgarh minister for

labour Bhayyalal Razwade, who

was Chief Guest at the

Valedictory function said it was

the duty of the governments to

improve the administration based

Union Minister of state for Steel and Mines Vishnudev Sai addressing the inaugaral function of the IJU NEC meeting   on
15 October at Bhilai, Chhattisgarh. 

bhilAi NeC meetiNg 
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on the inputs from the newspaper

reports. He said the journalists should be

unbiased in their reporting and independ-

ent in their criticsm. member of

Parliament from Durg, Tamradwaj Sahu

also graced the function.

in his presidential address, S N

Sinha explained the steps taken by the

union for security and welfare of the

journalists. He expressed  concern over

the killing of large number of journalists

in the country and criticised the govern-

ment stand that no special law was nec-

essary to deal with crimes against jour-

nalists. 

Sinha said the iJU and its affiliated

state unions should gear themselves up

for long fight to achieve physical and

financial safety of working journalists in

the country, for implementation of the

recommendations of the wage board

fully and abolition of contract appoint-

ment of journalists. 

in his report to National executive

the Secretary-General Amar Devulapalli

regretted the delay in holding the NeC

meeting after last meeting at Warangal.

He said it would be his endeavor to hold

the meetings in time as mandated by the

constitution of the union. He said there

was a lull in the activities of our Union

recently and the state unions weere not

sending reports to the union head quar-

ters on their activities. "i  think the NeC

should   discuss the organizational affairs

seriously and further activate the state

unions as well as the Union center. The

central office bearers also should be

active and guide the activities of the state

unions," he said. 

He listed the activities of the union

since the last meeting at Warangal and

said the union was the first to react on the

issues involving attacks on journalists

and freedom of expression. He compli-

mented the representatives of our union

in the Press Council of india, who were

raising issues concerning the working

journalists at its meetings. He asked the

state unions to enroll annual subscrip-

tions for the union journal Scribes News

and get advertisements so that it could be

sustained.  

Addressing the meeting, senior

leader and former Secretary-General K

Sreenivas Reddy called on the state

unions to concentrate on enrolment of

members, keeping of proper records and

getting their accounts audited. He

stressed that the state unions should pay

their quota money to the iJU in time so

that the union center could work effec-

tively. He said the union should organise

a seminar on the issue of bringing elec-

tronic media journalists under the

purview of Working Journaists Act at

Delhi.

About 50 members from the 22 affil-

iated unions attended the meeting and

gave their reports. it passed several reso-

lutions including a resolution on safety

of journalists, on decriminalisation of

defamation and on intolerence. 

The meeting was hosted by

Chhattisgarh Shramjeevi Patrakar

Sangh.  President of the Sangh B D

Nizmai and General Secretary K K

Vasudevan and their team made excel-

lent arrangements for the neeting and for

the stay of the membes coming from

across the country.  They arranged a visit

to the Bhilai Steel Plant for the members

of the iJU NeC. 

IJU NEC members deliberating on the challeges faced by the working journalist and the media in the country at Bhillai
Institute of Technology auditorium, Bhilai  on 15-16 October. 

Chattisgarh Minister for Labour
Bhayyalal Razwade speaking at the
veledictory function on 16 October.  
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Bhilai NEC Resolutions 
On Safety of Journalists

e
xpressing its utmost grief and concern over the fact that as

many as four journalists have already been killed in the

country this year after eight of our colleagues had been

murdered last year, the National executive Committee (NeC) of

the indian Journalists Union (iJU) regrets with deep distress that

the safety of journalists has deteriorated further despite our

union's repeated demands to for government action to improve it.

Although the toll of the murdered journalists has already mount-

ed to more than 100 in the past two decades and a half, the inci-

dents of attacks on this community by both state and non-state

actors and restrictions on their movement are still on the increase

in Chhattisgarh, Jammu and Kashmir and most of the North

eastern States. According to the report of the Committee for

Protection of Journalists (CPJ), our country is the "eighth most

dangerous country for the journalists" in the world. 

emphasising that the safety of journalists is a pre-requisite for

free and independent functioning of the media and a healthy

democracy, the meeting affirms that the fourth estate would not be

in a position to inform the people and become the voice of voice-

less millions if the journalists cannot work in a safe environment. 

The NeC expresses its disappointment with the rejection by

the Union ministry of Home Affairs of the recommendation of the

Press Council of india (PCi) for  a special law for the Safety of

Journalists on the plea that the existing laws were enough in this

regard. The NeC urges the Government to reconsider its position

as it also goes against the United Nations General Assembly res-

olution asking its member states to enact special laws for the pro-

tection of journalists. 

The NeC calls upon the state unions to organize, jointly with

Press Clubs and other journalist and civil society organizations, a

powerful campaign for a special law by organizing seminars,

symposia and workshops in their States to mount pressure on the

Union Government to bring a special law for the protection of

journalists with provisions for speedy trial and compensation to

the families of the victims..  

Demand for 
Media Council

T
he National executive Committee of the indian

Journalists Union (iJU), meeting at Bhilai,

Chhattisgarh on 15-17 October 2016, reiterates the

demand for amending the Working Journalists and other

Newspaper employees (miscellaneous Provisions) Act to

bring the journalists working in the electronic and inter-

net media within the ambit of the definition of working

journalists. 

The NeC strongly support the view of the Press

Council of india (PCi) and the Parliamentary Standing

Committee on information and Broadcasting,, both of

whom have opined that the present Press Council may be

converted into media Council with some changes in its

composition and increase in its statutary powers so that

there is peer supervision over the media of all platforms,

print, electronic and internet. 

The NeC demands that the Government take imme-

diate steps to amend the relevant laws to bring in elec-

tronic and internet journalists under the definition of

working journalists Act and establish the media 

Council.                                                              

On Intolerance and
Communal Situation

T
he National executive Committee meeting of the

indian Journalists Union (iJU) held at Bhilai,

Chhattisgarh, on 15-16 October 2016 expresses its

grave concern at the situation created by the communal

forces in pursuance of their divisive agenda and causing

communal tension in many States. The NeC appeals to

the media to exercise utmost caution and display high

sense of responsibility while reporting such sensitive

issues as illegal violent activities of cow vigilantes and

criminal attacks on intellectuals and social workers who

oppose superstition and prejudice, or even criticise cer-

tain government policies. The NeC calls upon the

Government to respect the voice of dissent, create an

environment conducive to free thinking and refrain from

using the law of sedition to gag dissension.

The NeC also appeals to the Government to act firm-

ly on the declaration made by the Prime minister from

the ramparts of the Red Fort on independence Day last

year that it would take stern action against communal

forces.  
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De-criminalization
of Defamation 

G
ravely concerned concern over

the rising incidence of criminal

defamation cases against jour-

nalists, the National executive

Committee (NeC) of the indian

Journalists Union (iJU), meeting at

Bhilai, Chhattisgarh, on 15-17 October

2016, strongly condemns the misuse of

the country's criminal defamation law by

many State governments, corporates and

celebrities and calls upon the

Government to either rescind Sections

499 and 500 of the indian Penal Code

(iPC) or suitably amend these to ensure

that these cannot be abused to browbeat

the journalists and media organizations,

or to silence them and, thus, restrict the

freedom of expression.

Affirming that the Press Council of

india has already taken cognizance of

this menace and sought information

about such cases from the various State

governments, the NeC regrets to note

that the Tamil Nadu government alone

has filed about 40 such cases against

journalists and media organizations dur-

ing the past two years. Some of these

cases have been filed on such flimsy

grounds as reports relating to the Chief

minister's health or even for some criti-

cism of the functioning of the state gov-

ernment.The victims of such cases

include prestigious and responsible

media organizations as the weekly

Outlook, sone papers in maharashtra, the

Hindu, Dinamalar and some others in

Tamil Nadu. 

many developed countries have

already dispensed with criminal defama-

tion and confined it to the civil law of

torts and damages. it is high time, there-

fore, that india, too, confined defamation

to the civil law and the executive and the

legislature acted firmly in defence of the

civil society and vigilant journalists. 

The National executive Committee

calls upon the Union Government to take

a timely initiative in the matter and help

the cause of democracy by taking proac-

tive steps to democratize the law by

decriminalizing the defamation law. 

trump eleCtioN 

US media concerned 

S
ome of the American top journal-

ists issued stark warnings about

the importance of protecting

First Amendment rights two weeks

after Donald Trump was elected presi-

dent. "This year the threats to press

freedom are quite close to home. it's

right here," New Yorker editor David

Remnick said at the Committee to

Protect Journalists (CPJ) dinner in New

York City on 22 November.

"i never in a million years thought

i would be up here on stage appealing

for the freedom and safety of American

journalists at home," CNN's Christiane

Amanpour said. She called on the jour-

nalists to "recommit to robust fact-

based reporting" and to fight "against

normalization of the unacceptable."

Trump's attacks against the

American media were a recurring

theme during the annual dinner, which

focuses on threats to journalists in

repressive regimes. "We will hold the

new administration's feet to the fire.

And they should respect that, even if

they don't welcome it," CNN president

Jeff Zucker said.

Sandra mims Rowe, the chairman

of the committee, said erosion in media

rights in the United States "would fur-

ther imperil journalists everywhere."

"The United States simply cannot pro-

vide ammunition to anyone whose goal

it is to silence a critical press," she said

at the beginning of the evening.

Amanpour backed up that view in a

passionate speech at the end of the

night. She said journalism is facing an

"existential crisis" caused by politi-

cians denying the media's legitimacy;

fake stories passing as real news; and

journalists failing to rise to the occa-

sion.

Trump's extreme, hateful anti-

media rhetoric before election day

included some suggestions that free-

dom of the press has been too broadly

defined and should be reined in.

On 22 November afternoon Trump

was asked during a meeting with New

York Times editors, "are you commit-

ted to the First Amendment to the

Constitution?" "i think you'll be happy.

i think you'll be happy," Trump

answered. Trump also met with

anchors and executives from five major

TV networks earlier in the week, but

the substance of the meeting was off

the record.

Zucker, the chairman of this year's

press freedom dinner, alluded to that

meeting in his remarks on Tuesday

night. "i want to use this occasion to

reiterate what i said directly to the

president-elect yesterday," Zucker said.

"As the new leader of the free world,

we expect that he will preserve long-

standing traditions that ensure cover-

age of his presidency."

Zucker specifically cited the

importance of the "press pool," a small

group of journalists who travel with the

president and report on his actions.

"The role of the press is vital to our

democracy," he said. "This is not about

access for the press itself. it is about

access for all Americans."

Zucker said "it is still too early to

draw conclusions about how this

administration will work with the

media," but, "i think it is fair to say that

based on some of what we saw during

the campaign, we have some reason for

concern."

Trump making a face at a journalist in
one of his campaign meetings. 
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i
n face of sharp criticism from the

media organisations, working jour-

nalists, editors and opposition par-

ties, the union government on 7

November decided to put on hold its

decision to ban NDTV india broadcast

for a day on 9 November. The ban was

imposed after an inter-ministerial

Committee said that the Channel's cover-

age of the Pathankot terrorist attacks in

January violated the programming code. 

The decision came after Pranoy Roy,

executive Co-chairperson, NDTV

Group, met information and &

Broadcasting minister Venkaiah Naidu.

it was reported that Roy explained that

the channel's point of view was 'not

appreciated in the right perspective' and

requested the minister to review the

order. earlier the Channel challenged the

ban order in Supreme Court. One of the

reasons to put off the ban was said to be

the possible adverse order from the apex

court. later the Court adjourned  the case

to first week of December as there was

no urgency after the government deci-

sion. 

it is ironical that the decision was

announced on a day when the Prime

minister Narendra modi addressed a

function in New Delhi to present the

Awards named after Ramnath Goenka,

the founder of indian express Group and

the doyen of indian Newspaper industry.

The Prime minister lauded the role

played by Ramnath Goenka against the

emergency and gagging of the press.    

Organisations of working journalists,

editors and media houses of both and

print and electronic, came out strongly

against the ban order. They alleged it was

a warning to the media and reminded

them of dark days of emergency.

Journalists and editors staged demonstra-

tions against the gag order at several

places including Delhi, mumbai and

Hyderabad. 

in Delhi, the editors, representatives

of the journalists' organisations met at

Press Club on 7 November and con-

demned the decision of the government.

Speaking on the occasion, the President

of the indian Journalists Union (iJU) S N

Sinha strongly protested against the ban

and warned that if the government was

not stopped in its tracks, the freedom of

expression would be in peril. He

informed that the iJU affiliated state

unions held rallies, demonstrations and

dharnas at several places across the

country. The iJU would be in forefront to

oppose any restrictions on the freedom

of the media, he asserted. 

The journalists staged a demonstra-

tion at the Press Club in Hyderabad on 7

November to protest against the ban.

Amar Devulapalli, Secretary-General, Y

Narender Reddy, Secretary, Suresh

Alapati senior leader  of the indian

Journalists Union (iJU), Press Council of

india member K Amarnath, former

Resident editor of the Hindu, S Nagesh

Kumar, executive editor of the Sakshi

daily Dilip Reddy and several senior

journalists participated in the demonstra-

tion. 

portend to emergency: iJu

in a statement issued on 4 November, S

N Sinha, President, Amar Devulapalli,

Secretary-General of iJU, K Amarnath

and Prabhat Dash, members of the Press

Council of india (PCi) said the action of

the government portended the coming

back of the dark days of emergency

when the media was gagged. 

"The unprecedented action of the

union government reminds us of the dark

days of emergency when the media was

shackled. This is the first time govern-

ment used the provisions of the Cable

Act to muzzle the media. it indicates the

policy of the government and intends to

oNe DAy bAN oN NDtv iNDiA

Govt. Steps 
Back for Now 

Journalists holding a protest demonstrtation at Press Club ,Hyderabad against
ban on NDTV. Amar Devulapalli, Secretary-General, Secretary Y Narender Reddy,

Senior leader Suresh Alapati of IJU and Press Council member K Amarnath, Dileep
Reddy, Executive Editor, Sakshi and others are seen in the picture. 
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be a warning signal for other media

houses what is in the store for them, if

the official narrative of the government

is not accepted. it is strange that the

NDTV was singled out for the harsh

treatment even though what it broadcast

was similar to what other channels and

media houses did," the statement said. 

The indian Journalists Union (iJU)

demanded that the union government

should immediately rescind the gag

order. it pledged its support to the NDTV

india in whatever action it took to defend

itself. The union called upon the working

journalists and editors to strongly resist

the restrictions on the media in whichev-

er form they came. 

rescind the order: editors guild   

The editors Guild of india strongly con-

demned the unprecedented decision of

the inter-ministerial committee of the

Union ministry of information and

Broadcasting to take NDTV india off the

air for a day and demanded that the order

be immediately rescinded.

The statement signed by Raj

Chengappa, President, Prakash Dube,

General Secretary and Seema mustafa

Treasurer of the Guild said "The decision

to take the channel off the air for a day is

a direct violation of the freedom of the

media and therefore the citizens of india

and amounts to harsh censorship

imposed by the government reminiscent

of the emergency. This first-of-its-kind

order to impose a blackout has seen the

Central government entrust itself with

the power to intervene in the functioning

of the media and take arbitrary punitive

action as and when it does not agree with

the coverage. imposing a ban without

resorting to judicial intervention or over-

sight violates the fundamental principles

of freedom and justice. The editors

Guild of india calls for an immediate

withdrawal of the ban order".

in separate statements, Press Clubs

of Delhi, mumbai and Hyderabad and

the indian Women's Press Corps strongly

condemned the decision and demanded

that it should immediately withdraw its

order which violated the fundamental

principles of freedom of expression as

enshrined in the Constitution.

iFJ executive resolution 

The iFJ executive Committee at its

meeting in Brussels on 5-6 November

took serious note of the indian govern-

ment banning a popular TV channel,

NDTV, for one day on 9 November. The

resolution said: 

"iFJ joins its indian affiliates in

strongly condemning the decision of the

information and Broadcasting ministry

as it is shocking and unprecedented. The

ministry purportedly alleged that the

action was taken because the channel

violated the Cable TV Act by "divulging

strategically sensitive details" while cov-

ering the terrorist attack on Pathankot

base in January. 

"This is the first time that the gov-

ernment has used the Cable Act to muz-

zle the media and it seeks to send a warn-

ing signal to other media houses to fall in

line. The iFJ also notes that the reputed

TV Channel was singled out, even

though other channels did broadcast sim-

ilar coverage. The iFJ demands that the

ban be lifted and calls upon the journal-

ists' fraternity to resist restrictions on the

media, in whichever form these come."   

govt. defends the indefensible

Union information and Broadcasting

minister Venkaiah Naidu defended one-

day ban on NDTV india over its

Pathankot coverage, saying it was "belat-

ed, ill informed and politically inspired"

criticism. He claimed that the decision

against NDTV india was not based on

"any newly invented rule and principle".

"The larger security interests are

involved. NDTV india, has been found

to have violated this provision and was

found to be unrepentant about what they

have done," he said.   

IJU President S N Sinha addressing a protest meeting against ban on NDTV at Press Club, Delhi. Rajeev Ranjan Nag,
President, Press Association, Rajdeep Sardesai, Editor, India Today TV, Press Club of India President Gautam Lahari, Editors

Guild Treasurer Seema Mustafa, Press Club of India Secretary-General Vinay Kumar are seen in the picture. 
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olitical will, journalists commitment

and cooperation and adoption of new

convention on safety of journalists are

actions, among others critical to fight the dan-

gerous culture of impunity for crimes against

journalists and media workers. These came into

sharp focus at the  conference "Turning words

into action", organised by the international

Federation of Journalists (iFJ) at its Brussels

headquarters on the November 7, a week after

the third commemoration of the UN Day to end

impunity for crimes against journalists all over

the global.  

The speakers from United Nations,

Organisation for Security and Co-operation in

europe (OSCe), international Trade Union

Confederation (iTUC) senior representatives,

legal experts and members of iFJ executive

Committee, addressed current weaknesses in

the international legal framework for greater

media protection, the lack of political will

among governments, and in many cases sheer

lack of recognition of their profession requiring

special protection in these challenging times,

when killings, kidnapping, and threats continue

to be committed in total impunity in countries

including Palestine, india, Somalia, and

Columbia, whose journalist union representa-

tives gave a brief over view.    

in his opening remarks, iFJ President

Philippe leruth underscored the need for pre-

vention of violence against journalists, noting

that 15 of them had lost their lives since his

election at the iFJ World Congress in June.

india, mexico, Pakistan and Yemen are the four

countries that iFJ is focussing on and figures

suggested that journalists were dying not in

wars but in peace times. Noting that precau-

tionary measures were of utmost importance,

he said, 

"Prevention means convicting killers of

journalists. We welcome the fact that more gov-

ernments responded to the UNeSCO's inquiries

on the matter but they now need to resolve

more killing cases."

Director of the UN Regional information

The writer is a Senior
Journalist and
Vice President,
indian Journalists
Union &
international
Federation of
Journalists.

By sabina inderjit

P

(From Right to Left) Sabina Inderjit (India),  Zuliana Lainez (Peru), Nasser Abu Bakker (Palestine), Omar Faruk Osman
(Somalia) and Adriana Hurtado (Colombia) participating in the conference organised by IFJ at Brussels on 7 November.

impuNity oN Crimes AgAiNst JourNAlists

Turn words into Action
IFJ TEllS THE GOVERNMENTS ACROSS THE GlOBE
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Center (UNRCi) for Western europe

Deborah Seward said it was despairing

to see how many journalists had been

killed but noted that the safety of crisis in

media is high on the international policy

agenda. She referred to the UN Day

against impunity for crimes targeting

journalists and the UN Action Plan on

the safety of journalists and the issue of

impunity which seeks to ensure the free

flow of information. Seward however

said that actions need to go beyond com-

memoration to achieve real change on

the ground. To this end, journalists have

to learn about their rights and how to

hold their governments to their obliga-

tions.

Consultant, Freedom of expression,

UNeSCO, Adreline Hulin said that sta-

tistics showed that more member States

were responding to the issue of killings

of journalists in their countries. Of the 62

States that UNeSCO wrote to seeking

information on judicial inquiries into

killings, 40 replied, 32 provided some

information and 22 countries including

india did not bother to reply. The

response from States was 65 per cent

compared to 27 per cent in 2014. Noting

that impunity leads to fear and self cen-

sorship and that society suffers, Hulin

suggested that three Ps were vital:

Prevention, Protection and Prosecution"    

media organisations play an impor-

tant role, including providing support to

journalists who are victims of violence

and their families, stated ms Fabienne

mercier Nérac, who was married to cam-

eraman Frédéric Nérac killed in 2003 in

iraq. She told the conference that, while

her husband's body was never found, his

employer supported the family to secure

an inquest which determined the killing

of Nérac and "allowed the family to

know the truth and brought a closure to

their loss". Families cannot go to courts

and it is the journalists fraternity and the

employers' help which matters and is

most-needed.  

international Trade Union

Confederation (iTUC) Communications

Director Tim Noonan noted that respon-

sibility didn't stop with governance and

that 84 per cent of the corporates had no

direct employment with their workforce.

There was need to continue and increase

involvement at our level and that iTUC

shared values with the iFJ, including

freedom of expression, association and

assembly which are the cornerstone of

democracy, he said. 

The situation in a number of coun-

tries which formed part of the focus of

the iFJ 2016 campaign against impunity

for violence in journalism were dis-

cussed in detail, including india and

Palestine together with other host spots

in the world such as Colombia and

Somalia. Among key contributing fac-

tors to the prevailing impunity was the

lack of a political will, especially in

cases concerning less well-known jour-

nalists, as well as failing judicial sys-

tems.

Dr Carmen Draghici, a legal expert

who reviewed the existing international

legal framework on the protection of

journalists, recommended a comprehen-

sive codification of all provisions rele-

vant to their protection with a view to

addressing specific professional risks

that journalists face in their work and its

values to society. The new instrument, in

the form of a binding convention or dec-

laration, on the safety of journalist would

also help national governments under-

stand their obligations.

matthijis Berman, Chief Advisor,

Freedom of media, OSCe, said the issue

of impunity poses a clear threat and a

sense of urgency, wherein in effect States

must realise that people and society is

not safe. There is need for innovation in

legal framework and mobilisation of

media voices. He was of the view that

there should be a special representative

attached to the UN Secretary General to

take up the issue of impunity directly.

There is further need of self-restrain of

State authorities, independent judiciary

and check on the usage of anti-terrorist

laws against journalists. importantly, he

noted that there was need to make jour-

nalist definition more inclusive as media

workers tend to be left out. 

"Now more than ever, with the esca-

lation of violence in journalism which

has claimed over 2500 colleagues' lives

in the last 25 years, journalists and their

organisations have a major role in the

fight against impunity for crimes against

media workers," noted iFJ General

Secretary Anthony Bellanger. "This con-

ference has shown the avenues we can

pursue to ensure accountability for those

who kill and attack journalists. Time has

come to turn words into action."

Participating in the debate, iFJ Vice-

President Sabina inderjit said that india,

the world's largest democracy because of

its vibrant media, was no longer a safe

place for journalists. The situation had

become rather grave since last year when

8 journalists were killed and four this

year so far. She lamented that journalists

thus could no longer remain complacent

as the cases of those murdered were

largely from small towns and cities and

in conflict areas, wherein the authorities

would question their credentials as pro-

fessionals. "The Press Council of india

had a detailed report on the safety of

journalists and had endorsed the demand

of journalists unions for a special law for

protection of journalists, which unfortu-

nately had been turned down by the gov-

ernment. However, there was need to

insist on it and that the journalist com-

munity had to up the ante for it," Sabina

said.   

Sabina Inderjit said
that India, the world's

largest democracy
because of its vibrant

media, was no longer a
safe place for journal-
ists. She lamented that

the situation had
become rather grave

and  journalists could
no longer remain com-
placent as the cases of
those murdered were

largely from small
towns and cities and in
conflict areas, wherein
the authorities would
question their creden-
tials as professionals.
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sAFety oF JourNAlists  

PCI Chief
calls for

Physical, 
Financial 

Safety

PCI Chairman C K Prasad addressing a seminar on Safety of journalists organised by Punjab and Chandigarh Journalists
Union at Chandigarh Press Club on 22 October. PCJU leader Deepak Chanarthal, Amarnath, Sinha and Balwinder 

Jammu are seen in the picture. 

T
he Press Council of india

Chairman Justice C K

Prasad stressed the need to

ensure safety, security and pro-

tection - physical, social and

financial - of the journalists.

Addressing a seminar on

"Challenges before media and

Safety of journalists" organised

by the Punjab and  Chandigarh

Journalists Union (PCJU) at the

Chandigarh Press Club on 22

October, he said journalists in

rural and small towns were more

vulnerable to physical attack and

they needed all the protection. 

"my priority is safety of jour-

nalists. it is needed for the sur-

vival of the nation; so it is very

important. Safety and security

does not mean physical safety

alone. They needed financial

safety also. The PCi charter does

not provide for adjudication of

wage disputes and other industri-

al disputes. i am convinced that

without financial safety, the jour-

nalists could not pursue their pro-

fession independently and with-

out fear or favour," Justice Prasad

said.  

He called upon the journalists

organisations to give priority to

both physical and financial- safe-

ty of journalists. "There is no

meaning in asking the journalists

to exercise freedom of expression

on behalf of the people and be the

voice of the voiceless on empty

stomachs," he said.    

Justice Prasad said the

Council was taking cognizance of

the case whenever a journalist

was murdered or attacked send-

ing fact-finding teams from

among the members of the coun-

cil and instructing the state gov-

ernments and their law enforcing
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agencies to take immediate action on the cases. 

"On the recommendations of the Council, several state gov-

ernments paid ex-gratia to the families of the slain journalists.

There are limits to our jurisdiction but we are doing all that is

possible. even though the Press Council does not have juris-

diction over the electronic media, the Council is taking up the

cases of attacks on electronic media journalists as it impacts on

the freedom the press," Press Council Chief said. 

He said he was contemplating to initiate measures to set up

a Welfare Fund for working journalists on the lines of the

Advocates Welfare Fund. The biggest hurdle for such measures

was identifying the journalists, particularly rural journalists and

part-time journalists who were not given appointment letters or

other identifications.   

He disclosed that the Press Council would organise a series

of seminars, symposia and conferences throughout the year all

over the country on the issues of safety and security of the

Journalists and the Freedom of the Press to commemorate the

Golden Jubilee of the Council. 

Touching another important issue, PCi Chairman said that

the contract system introduced by owners of certain newspa-

pers was not in the interest of the media persons and also the

newspaper industry. He said that he would like that the jour-

nalist working as a regular employees should get wages on par

with the ones engaged on the contract basis.

He said that the corporate houses were steadily trying to

establish their control on the electronic and print media. it was

not a healthy trend. media, which was supposed to be the voice

of the people, should be free from the control of corporate

houses which had many fiscal and other axes to grind. He said

that the corporate houses have changed the functional structure

of the newspapers. To make money, they had started appointing

news managers instead news editors in the media organiza-

tions. Such news managers ensure positive coverage to the

industrial houses which assured regular flow of the advertise-

ments, he added.

Addressing the seminar, President of indian Journalists

Union (iJU) and member of the Press Council, S N Sinha said

there was an urgent need to bring a special law to protect the

journalists. He criticised the union government for rejecting the

recommendation of the Press Council for a special law on the

plea that the existing laws were adequate to deal with such

cases. 

"The governments and political class always say the jour-

nalists and the media have a special place in a democratic soci-

ety. They say the free and independent media is essential for a

vibrant democracy to survive. But when it comes to the safety

of journalists, they tell us that the existing laws are adequate to

protect them. is it not strange," he asked. 

The iJU leader said the United Nations asked all its mem-

ber countries to put in place a 'legal frame work' for the safety

and security of working journalists and editors. The

international organisations of journalists in their reports said

that our country was not a safe country for the journalists. "it is

sad to note that in the largest democracy, its watch dogs are not

safe," he added.  

S N Sinha said whenever a journalist was killed, particu-

larly in rural and small towns, the newspaper managements

who exploited their talent and professional skills refuse to

come to the rescue of their families. They pretended that the

journalists were not working for them. They even did not report

the death of the journalists. This was the saddest part of the

story, he said.  

Asserting that the iJU was been fighting for two things -

rights and security of journalists,   he called upon the organisa-

tions of the working journalists and editors to come together to

fight for a special law for protection of journalists with provi-

sions for adequate compensation to the families of the slain

journalists and medical expenses to the injured journalists and

compensation for the loss their wages. 

PCi member and senior leader of iJU K Amarnath asserted

that safety of journalists was of paramount importance for the

survival of democracy. He said during the enquiry conducted

by the PCi Sub-committee on Safety of journalists, of which he

was convener, it was found that 94 percent of the cases involv-

ing the murder of journalists were yet to be concluded. "About

102 journalists were killed in the last twenty five years. in only

a couple cases the final verdicts were available from the courts.

All other cases are either languishing in the labyrinths of court

15

Veteran journalist Gobind Thukral speeking at the seminar
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records or untraceable even to the police. A top police offi-

cer of Assam told the committee that out 26 journalists

killed in the state, the records of only 22 cases are available

with them. When we asked a district police chief in Bihar

about the fate of a case involving the murder of a journalist,

he said the records are not traceable. That is the pathetic

state of affairs," he said.  

"The journalists need security of employment, wages

and, above all, life. There should be a mechanism for speedy

trial in cases of attack or atrocity on journalists. in case of

murder of journalist, there should be day to day hearing of

the cases and verdicts should be delivered in time bound

manner," Amarnath said.

Presiding over the Seminar Balwinder Jammu,

President of Punjab and Chandigarh Journalists Union

(PCJU) said the scourge of paid news was making the work-

ing journalists vulnerable to attacks, eventheough the main

culprits in the matter were the newspaper managements. He

urged the Press Council Chairman to monitor the situation

in the ensuing elections to the state assembly and take cor-

rective action. 

"Because of the pernicious practice of paid news

indulged by the newspaper managements, the working jour-

nalists are becoming victims and losing their credibility

making them vulnerable to attacks," he said.  

Veteran Journalists Gobind Thukral called for intro-

spection among the practitioners of journalism on present

trend of sensationalism and editorialized reporting. He said

the journalists should be observers but not participants in

the unfolding events. 

He said that it needed to be clarified that what was the

meaning of the freedom of media. "is it reporter's freedom

or editor's freedom or is it the freedom of the owner of the

paper. The freedom of media is also clearly related to the

social responsibility," he said. 

Giving the instance in this regard, he said that major

part of the media in the US played the game of the

Government of the day to prepare the ground for attack on

iraq some years ago. Without following independent line

and making its own investigation, the US media propagated

their Government's line that iraq has the weapons of the

mass destruction. it made the US Government's task easy to

go for an attack on iraq. However, 13 years later, now it has

been proved that the iraq had no weapons of mass destruc-

tion and this was used just as an excuse to attack that coun-

try by the US and its allies, he said.

He said the journalists were being used as bonded

labour by some media houses and openly asked to arrange

advertisements for newspapers for which they work. He

said in corporate wars, some sections of media   played a

partisan role.

Senior journalists Balbir Singh Jandu, Jagtar Singh

Sidhu and Deepak Chanarthal also spoke. it was followed

by the question - answer session. A large number of promi-

nent journalists of the region attended the seminar.  

IJU NC to meet 
at Chennai on
December 17-18 

T
he National Council of indian Journalists Union (iJU)

will meet in Chennai on 17-18 December 2016. iJU

Secretary-General Amar Devulapalli, along with

Secretary Y Narender Reddy visited Chennai on 6 November to

take stock of the preparations being made for the meeting, by

the Tamilnadu Union of Journalists (TUJ), hosting the meeting.  

The meeting will be held at St. Thomas international Centre

situated on a hill top near the Chennai international Airport.

The venue is about 12 kms from the Chennai Central Rly

Station. it can be reached by a local train from there. 

The National Council meeting would start at 10 am on 17

November and conclude on 18 evening. The media education

Foundation india in collaboration with the Press Council of

india would organise a seminar on the occasion. Press Council

Chairman Justice C K Prasad, senior editors and journalists

would participate.  

Amar Devulapalli reviewed the preparations with President

of TUJ D S R Subhash, General Secretary G Venkataraman iJU

NeC member D Sivasankar, State Union executive members

and national council members from Tamilnadu and others

attended the meeting. 

TUJ President Subhash said the preparations for the meet-

ing were going on at brisk pace and arrangements would be

made for the comfortable stay of the national council members

and leaders of the state unions from across the country. He said

a city tour would be organised for the visiting members. He

hoped that they would enjoy the local sight seeing. 

About 300 members of the National Council, Presidents

and General Secretaries of 27 state unions affiliated to the iJU

and special invitees would attend the meeting. The National

Council, which meets once in two years, is expected to discuss

issues concerning the working journalists in the country and

would chalk out an action program to secure the welfare of the

journalists and protect the freedom of the press in the country.

The safety of journalists is expected to figure prominently at the

national council meeting.    

IJU Secretary-General Amar and Secretary Narender Reddy
with the leaders of Tamilnadu Union of Journalists on 6 Nov.
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KilliNg FielD For sCribes

T
wo journalists were shot dead by

unidentified people in separate

incidents across Bihar on 11-12

November. Dharmendra Singh (35)

working with Hindi newspaper Dainik

Bhaskar was killed by three motorcycle-

borne people at Amratola, Sasaram, in

the early morning of 12 November. He

was shot in the stomach at point blank

range while he was having tea at a road-

side stall. The incident was linked to the

reporter's articles on illegal quarrying

units in Rohtas district.

He was initially taken to the local

Sadar Hospital, from where he was

referred to a medical institute at Varanasi

for further treatment. However, he suc-

cumbed to his injuries on the way. He

left behind wife and a son.

in an apparent attempt to discredit

the slain journalist, Rohtas Senior

Superintend of Police manavjit Singh

Dhillon said the journalist was wanted in

an illegal mining case lodged at the

Shivsagar police station in 2015, but did-

n't explain why he was not arrested.

Another journalist Ramchandra

Yadav, a journalist-turned-village head

of Kewatgama panchayat in Darbhanga

district, was gunned down by unidenti-

fied people while he was returning home

after meeting a local block development

officer on 11 November evening.

The police said the culprits fired

Yadav in the back, killing him instantly.

He  was working for a Hindi daily before

he became the mukhia last year.

The two incidents came within six

months of the murder of Rajdev Ranjan,

a reporter with a noted Hindi newspaper

Hindustan. He was shot dead near Siwan

railway junction on may 13, while he

was returning from work. The CBi

investigation into the killing has been

going at a snails  pace. 

iJu condemns the killings

The indian Journalists Union (iJU)

strongly condemned the murder of

Dharmendra Singh, Correspondent of

Hindi daily Dainik Bhaskar in Rohtas

distric on 12 November and

Ramachandra Yadav, an erstwhile  jour-

nalist a day before in Dharbanga dis-

trictin Bihar. it urged on the Press

Council of india to take suo motu cog-

nizance of the cases and take immediate

steps to secure the lives of journalists in

the country. 

Three journalist were killed in

Bihar, taking tally of murdered journal-

ists to six in the country, this year so far.

One each in Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand

and Gujarat lost their lives in the current

year.   

in a statement issued on 12

November, S N Sinha, President, Amar

Devulapalli, Secretary-General of indian

Journalists Union (iJU), K Amarnath and

Prabhat Dash, members of Press Council

of india (PCi) said the series of murders

of journalists in the country, making it

one of the unsafe countries in the world,

reinforced the demand of the Union for a

special law for protection of journalists. 

"last year eight journalists were

killed and this year five journalists lost

their lives while discharging their duty in

service of the people and democracy. it is

unfortunate that the killers of journalists

were getting away with impunity. in the

last two decades more than 100 journal-

ists were killed and in 94 percent of the

cases are either languishing in the courts

or the accused are acquitted due to insuf-

ficient evidence.

"We call upon the working journal-

ists and their organizations to launch a

powerful campaign for enactment of a

special law for the protection of journal-

ists with provisions for adequate com-

pensation to the family of the slain jour-

nalists," the statement said.

The iJU leaders urged upon the Press

Council of india (PCi) Chairman Justice

C K Prasad to take suo motu cognizance

of the case and immediately appoint a

sub-committee of the Council to enquire

into the murder of journalists in Bihar.  

Two more Journalists
killed in Bihar

Dharmendra Singh

17
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Journalists participating in a Panel discussion on the role of social and traditional media at Hyderabad on 25 October
organised jointly by US Consulate and Indian Journalists union.   

us presiDeNtiAl eleCtioN CAmpAigN 

Social media impacts polls

T
he way of campaigning for elec-

tions has changed remarkably

over the last two election cycles in

United States of America and the role of

social media has evolved too, Shashank

Bengali, South Asia Bureau

Correspondent of los Angeles Times,

said. He was participating in a panel dis-

cussion on, "evolving Role of

Traditional media and Social media in

election" organised by the US Consulate

along with the indian Journalists' Union

in Hyderabad on 25 October. The discus-

sion was moderated by Amar

Devulapalli, Secretary General, indian

Journalists Union (iJU).

Talking about how instrumental

social media has been in the US election

campaign, Shashank said, "in the year

2008, when Barack Obama was contest-

ing for the first time, social media cam-

paigning had just begun. But today,

Facebook and Twitter have turned out to

be the channels for communication for

politicians. instead of conducting inter-

views, candidates are tweeting and

reaching the voters directly. That too,

immediately," he said.   

The role of traditional media has

been changing with the advent of social

media. Journalists from the print media

now have to first provide content for the

digital media and then file a detailed ana-

lytical report for the newspaper," he fur-

ther said, adding: "News for the web

first, print later is fast becoming a norm." 

"They are going after those opin-

ions and posts that reinforce their own.

Also, social media has given newspapers

a beating for being free," journalist

lalitha iyer, Principal Correspondent,

'The Week', said. "Social media is grow-

ing, news spreads fast, videos go viral in

a matter of minutes but one needs to

check facts. Social media is no 'Gita

upadesha' and people use social media

for their personal opinions," she said.    

K Nageshwar, editor-in-chief of

'The Hans india' said it was no longer

possible to  underplay the role of social

media but it was wrong to over empha-

sise its importance.   "There are different

ways of intervening and it depends on

how well one uses the media. The media

can influence the voter when they were

undecided on a candidate," he said.

Amarnath, member, Press Council of

india said that it was not the job of the

media  to entertain but to elevate the

debate to a degree and that is where the

print media comes into play.  "Print

media still commands credibility in

india. in a bid to beat others, mistakes

are creeping in social media," he said.   

On the issue of paid news, S Nagesh

Kumar, former Resident editor, The

Hindu, said that buying space on televi-

sion in the US happened in a subtle man-

ner while in india it was crass.
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A CommoN poiNt 

MEDIA'S 
SURGICAl 
STRIKES

Kerala HC
Makes law
Degree a Must 

T
he Kerala High Court has issued new

norms for accreditation of the journalists

covering court proceedings. At a meet-

ing of the Full Court of the High Court on

November 11, it was announced that any jour-

nalist or reporter covering the High Court pro-

ceedings must have a degree in law, recognised

by the Bar Council of india.

The court also said that journalists should

have five years of court reporting experience,

out of which three years must be at High Court

or Supreme Court.

“Such journalists should have five years of

continuous regular court reporting experience

in a daily newspaper/electronic media organisa-

tion or a national or international agency imme-

diately prior to the submission of application

for accreditation, of which at least three-and-a-

half years must have been at the Kerala High

Court or Supreme Court or any other High

Courts,”  the notification said. However, the

Chief Justice o the High could forward an

application of a ‘deserving candidate’ for

accreditation relaxing the rules to the commit-

tee of judges appointed for that purpose.  

For temporary accreditation, a journalist

should posses a law degree recognised by the

Bar Council of india under the Advocates Act.

The norms also set out the conditions to be

observed by an accredited correspondent.

He/she is supposed to be in formal dress in a

manner befitting decorum of the court and shall

display prominently his identity card and also

maintain decorum in the court.  

A section of the advocates were preventing

the journalists to enter the court premises to

report on the proceedings for the last few

months. 

P
ast few weeks our nation

has been preoccupied

with surgical strikes, after

a press briefing by DGmO, with

majority of population being

bombarded with information

regarding an essentially military

operation by our armed forces.

even social media was agog

with it and patriotism going

through the roof and finally

reaching its usual destination of

banning Pakistani actors and

singers. Any nation goes

through such phases when these

kinds of events involving armed

forces do happen.

most of the people, who had

any interaction with armed

forces, particularly journalist

friends would have heard about

such strikes across borders earli-

er too but the difference is this

government chose to make it

public. This may be a PR deci-

sion taken to maximise the polit-

ical requirement of popularity.

Whatever it is, our media went

overboard with its coverage of

these surgical strikes. if gullible

public gets carried away with

jingoism and chest thumping, it

is the duty of fourth estate to

make it well informed and mel-

low it down a little. But, if this

public hysteria is raked up by

media itself, then gods save this

nation. if only this kind of media

was in existence, then Hitler

would have never needed

Joseph Goebbels. What were

these?  Are these "news" chan-

nels or mouth pieces of war

mongering fascists? How can

media, leave alone forgetting its

mandate, get carried away with

jingoism and scramble to post

stories about military operations

without having access to any

sort of details. These people talk

of isolating Pakistan but with

this kind of behaviour media

itself will face isolation in near

future.

Does this nation need to

know what film stars think about

surgical strikes and international

relations? We all know the iQ of

film stars. They say something

idiotic and media spends next

few days on it. i don't think peo-

ple of this nation need this kind

of information, if media for the

sake of TRPs and circulation

figures is doing this, and then

there is no greater disservice.

Competition between chan-

nels has stooped to such a level

that simple market share num-

bers are projected in way it

suites them and others twist the

same figures in such way that

they become the most watched.

in simple ways some say glass is

half full and some say it is half

empty. media can only be

judged by its credibility and

public affection and this cannot

be gained by marketing gim-

micks. We as kids used to play

in boys' room and compete how

far we could pee. i don't think

this is any better. By the way my

column is read by 9235% more

people than other columns in

this magazine...ha ha.

A Media Observer

Gopireddy
Madhusudan

Reddy

19
legAl reportiNg 
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Union I & B Minister Venkaiah Naidu addressing the Orientation Program for urdu journalists in Hyderabad on 6
November. TUWJ General Secretary Virahath Ali, K Amarnath, Commissioner of Telangana I&PR, K Sreenivas Reddy and oth-

ers are seen in the picture. 

ruliNg poiNt oF view

Nation First, says Venkaiah 
Journalists should remember that freedom of expression was best utilised
when the value of such freedom was fully appreciated: Venkaiah Naidu

he Union minister for

information and Broadcasting m

Venkaiah Naidu advocated the

'the nation first theory' and said the

media should keep in mind the interests

of society and nation first, while report-

ing or broadcasting news. inaugurating

the one day Urdu Journalists orientation

program organised by the Telangana

State union of Working Journalists

(TUWJ) at Hyderabad on 6 November,

he said the government was committed

to freedom of the press and asked the

media 'to truly appreciate the value of

such freedom so that it is best used in the

interest of the country and the people'. 

in an apparent bid to justify the one

day ban imposed on NDTV india,

Venkaiah Naidu said "A big discussion is

going on in the country that there should

be freedom of press. it should compulso-

rily be there and the government is com-

mitted to this. But, there is a need to

think. We are citizens first and then the

journalists". He said if the press did not

exercise the freedom judiciously, exist-

ing laws provided for necessary inter-

ventions by the government.

Journalists should remember that

freedom of expression was best utilised

only when the value of such freedom

was fully appreciated, he said, adding

that when this freedom is not exercised

judiciously, our existing laws provide for

necessary interventions. He said the

journalists should always look for infor-

mation, but must run the news only after

confirmation. "Be nearer to truth and

keep away from sensationalism. But

what is happening in the electronic

media is sensationalism," he said. 

Venkaiah Naidu stressed the impor-

tance credibility in media and said it was

missing in most of the media. "We must

always work for credibility," he added.

He said the news should not cause harm

to the nation's interests and there should

be self-restraint. 

in his characteristic style, Naidu said

information along with confirmation is

the "best ammunition. it can fight cor-

ruption, inequality, discrimination,

oppression. information can give you

entitlement. Through information people

will be empowered". Firmly opposing

the mixing of news and views, he said

"First give the news and then have the

T
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debate. But what is happening is, even

TV debates try to mix both the things

and then they argue."  

He said Urdu was a sweet language

and it enriched indian culture over the

centuries, but unfortunately some peo-

ple have linked it with religion in

between. Time has come we have to

encourage our regional languages

including Urdu. He exhorted journal-

ists to continuously upgrade their skills

and become ideal journalists. 

Presiding over the function, senior

leader of iJU and editor of mana

Telangana daily, K Sreenivas Reddy

said the government should appoint a

media Commission to study the media

scenario in the country in the changed

times and circumstances. He said the

TUWJ was striving to improve the

skills of journalists by organizing ori-

entation and refresher classes for jour-

nalists in the state. 

Press Council of india member K

Amarnath said it was unfortunate that

Urdu language was tagged with

muslims, even though only six percent

of them had as their mother tongue. He

requested the government to imple-

ment the recommendations of the long

forgotten Gujral Committee report to

encourage Urdu language journalism.

He also said the india institute of mass

Communications (iimC) should tailor

a graduate course to suit the needs of

Urdu media. 

Telangana Deputy Chief minister

mahmood Ali, Commissioner of

information Public Relationsand  a

host of prominent editors and senior

journalists from the Urdu media partic-

ipated in the program. 

m A majid, a senior leader of iJU

and a prominent Urdu journalists, coor-

dinated the program. TUWJ General

Secretary Virahath Ali and others par-

ticipated in the program.  About 400

Urdu journalistswere taught the

nuances of reporting by senior editors

and journalists. 

Senior IJU leader K Sreenivas Reddy presented copies of the Scribes News
to the Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting M Venkaiah Naidu on
the side lines of Urdu Journalists program in Hyderabad on 6 November. The
minister flipped through the pages of the magazine and appreciated its content

and design. He is seen reading the magazine in the picture.   

Pachuau,  
the oldest
working 
journalist  

T
he mizoram government's

information and Public Relations

department and the mizoram

Journalists' Association (mJA) recently

declared lalbiakthanga Pachuau the edi-

tor of 'Zoram Tlangau' a mizo language

daily as the ‘oldest working journalist in

the country’. The declaration was made

by state minister for information and

Public Relations lal Thanzara at a sim-

ple function.

The 90-year-old soldier-turned-jour-

nalist started editing his own newspaper

in 1970 and was elected the president of

mJA for three terms.

He co-founded the Association for

Voluntary Blood Donation in mizoram

as its general secretary and was later

elected its president for a number of

times from 2001 onwards.

Under his leadership the blood dona-

tion collection in the state rose from

22.47 per cent to 94 per cent. Pachuau's

contribution in this field has earned him

three special awards of State Blood

Transfusion Council not to mention the

numerous state awards.He has also held

the post of President World War-ii

Veteran Association on numerous occa-

sions.

FeliCitAtioN 

Lalbiakthanga Pachuau
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he resolution of the United

Nation's UN's Human Rights

Council (HCR) resolution for

"more effectively implement a legal

framework for the protection of journal-

ists" is a welcome development.   HCR

meeting held in Geneva on 29 September

condemned all attack and violence

against journalists and media workers. in

view of the increasing attacks on jour-

nalists  all over the world, this motion of

the UN body is very significant.

After the reports of the journalists'

safety committee of the Press Council of

india and other international bodies

about the big number of journalist's

killings in our country, the iJU discussed

the issue a number of times at its nation-

al executive committee meetings (NeC).

After long and in-depth discussions we

decided to start a nation-wide campaign

for enactment of a special law for safety

of journalists. The UN resolution

strengthens our demand and  gives a

boost for the movement of journalists for

their safety. 

The 5 page motion of the UN Human

Rights Council called for action by

member states to :-   immediately and

unconditionally release all journalists

arbitrarily arrested or arbitrarily

detained, Create and maintain, in prac-

tice and in law, a safe and enabling envi-

ronment for journalists to perform their

work independently and without undue

interference, Develop and implement

strategies for combating impunity for

attacks and violence against journalists,

Pay particular attention to ensuring the

safety of journalists at election times,

ensure laws designed to combat terror-

ism do not undermine the rights of jour-

nalists and Protect in law and practice

the confidentiality of journalists' sources

and not interfere in journalists' use of

encryption and anonymity tools. it "con-

demns all attacks and violence against

journalists" and recognises media free-

dom as a cornerstone of democratic soci-

eties. it also expresses deep concern over

all human rights violations against jour-

nalists which undermine freedom of exp-

ression and lead to self-censorship or

deters journalists from continuing their

work.

The UN also called on media com-

panies to ensure they provided adequate

safety, risk awareness, digital security

and self-protection training together with

protective equipment and insurance.

Taking note with appreciation of the

United Nations Plan of Action on the

Safety of Journalists and the issue of

impunity, United Nations agencies,

funds and programmes were invited to

work with member States towards a free

and safe environment for journalists and

media workers in both conflict and non-

conflict situations, with a view to

strengthening peace, democracy and

development worldwide. 

The iJU welcomes the overwhelm-

ing recognition of the important role that

journalists play in society and the need

for action to ensure their safety. But as

we all know the response of the govern-

ment which always says that the "exist-

ing laws in the country are adequate for

the protection of the journalists." it's not

easy to change the mindset of the gov-

ernment, who believe that any report

criticising the government leadership or

political leadership should be straight

taken as "sedition" and dealt accordingly.

This mindset is proved  by the fact that in

2015 alone 147 cases of offences against

state were registered in the country.   The

high number of cases is reflection that

the government is over sensitive to criti-

cism of its actions and wants a police

state to protect their own interest. No

government is ready to give up the

power to control the media and wants to

twist it as per their convenience. 

The UN concern in words alone is

not enough. This concern must be fol-

lowed up with action to stop thousands

of journalists being killed, attacked and

prevented from doing their work and the

culprits without any fear of law or delay-

ing the legal system. As we have seen

that out of 100 killing of media persons

in our country only one case reached at

the stage of punishment, the rest are still

in various stages of trial or investigation.

if we can't punish these elements for

their crimes then we cannot dream of a

country which can claim to have a free

Press.

We call open the civil society to

come up and raise concern about it, if we

fail then the future of our country will be

at stake. if we want to safe guard our

nation then we have to safe guard our

society and for safeguarding society we

need to safe guard our democracy and to

safe guard our democracy we have to

safeguard our media, because without

free and fair media or safe journalists we

cannot have a strong vibrant democratic

country.

THE lAST PAGE

S N Sinha

President, Indian Journalists Union

T

The UN concern in
words alone is not

enough. This  must be
followed up with action

to stop thousands of
journalists being killed

or attacked  

Need of the hour is action!   
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